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ABSTRACT 


RENEWING THE CHURCH FOR ITS 
ROLE IN DISCIPLESHIP WITHIN 
THE URBAN COMMUNITY 


by 
Eshakhia S. Sobukwe 
United Theological Seminary, 2023 


Mentors 
Dr. Robert Walker, Sr., MDiv 


Rev. Dr. Kenneth Cummings, Sr., DMin 
Rev. Dr. Brenda Braam, DMin 


The context is the community outreach ministry in Columbus, Ohio. Problem: Churches 
in the urban community have experienced stagnation in growth and discipleship. If these 
churches participate in a community outreach workshop, then they will be equipped with 
information necessary to change the current church outreach ministry programming. 
Zoom sessions will last for six weeks. The methodology includes using pre- and post- 
project surveys, questionnaires, group discussions, and dialogue. Because the church 
members will participate in this project, they can learn to maintain thriving community 


outreach approaches, hopefully resulting in greater understanding overall. 
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Xx 


education that through purpose, willpower, and strength of mind walked on red-hot coals 
to give their children a better life. These are the memories that I hold dear. 


Your sacrifices on my behalf are immeasurable, and I am forever indebted to you. 
Today, I offer a small token of my appreciation. I hold you in the highest regard for 
instilling in me the values of hard work, kindness, humility, and honesty. Your marriage 
is a shining example of unwavering support and love, teaching me the true meaning of 
these values. You have shown me that family is everything, and there is nothing more 
important than the bond between a parent and child. 

Also, to my strong grandparents (Horace and Clodia Jones), thank you for giving 
me a family I could not live without; my aunts, uncles, and cousins have all had 
significant impacts on my life, and I owe it to you for holding us all together. Thank you 
for always putting family before yourselves and showing us how generous people can be. 
You never miss an opportunity to provide for others, which is admirable. Thank you for 
being grandparents. I can laugh, have fun, and keep secrets with you. Thank you for 
showing me how to pray. Your constant prayers mean everything to me and have helped 


me through difficult times. Thank You All! 


x1 


ABBREVIATIONS 


A.M.E African Methodist Episcopal 


A.M.E.Z African Methodist Episcopal Zion 


CO Community Outreach 

DMin Doctor of Ministry 

ESV English Standard Version 
KJV King James Version 

NASB New American Standard Bible 
NIV New International Version 


NRSVA New Revised Standard Version, Anglicized 


NT New Testament 


UCM Urban Community Ministry 


Xii 


EPIGRAPH 


All around us, Our Father, there are reminders of Thy Presence in our midst: 
Pangs of conscience, 

A spontaneous impulse to do the kind and gracious thing, 

The sensitiveness to another’s needs, 

The great burden of anguish which we feel as we look out upon the world. 


—Howard Thurman, ‘Memories Crowd upon Us’ Meditation of the Heart 
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INTRODUCTION 


This project, “Renewing the Church for its Role in Discipleship within the Urban 


Community Discipleship” involves: 


e Identify disparities within the serving community and collaborate with others to 
develop and implement solutions. 


e Encourage positive working relationships between the church and community 
promoting growth. 


e Equipping and edifying believers for the work of the Lord as it pertains to the 
urban community. 


e Witness to the unbelievers and introduce the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Pre-COVID over the past few years, research has shown that the church, in 
general, has stagnated due to a lack of growth. Post-COVID research has shown that the 


COVID pandemic has had a negative impact on all group gatherings. ! 


Church Attendance, Past Seven Days, Historical Trend 


Did you, yourself, happen to attend church, synagogue, mosque or temple in 
the last seven days, or not? 
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' Jeffery M. Jones, “Church Attendance-Historical Trend," U. S. Church Attendance Still Lower 
than Pre-Pandemic, Washington, DC: Gallup, Inc., 2023, https://news.gallup.com/poll/507692/church- 
attendance-lower-pre-pandemic.aspx. 
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As a result, church service attendance had dropped by thirty-three percent (Gallup, 


2023). Church leaders expressed concerns regarding how to manage the problem because 
the decline in attendance had a direct impact on church program participation, church 
maintenance, and the financial disposition of the church’s survival. The Gallop Poll 
show the recent church attendance levels are about 10 percentage points lower than what 
was measured in 2012 and most prior years. If you look at the graph below you will see 
the decline of church attendance. ” 


In-Person and Remote Church Attendance, Past Seven 
Days, 2020-2023 


Did you, yourself, happen to attend church, synagogue, mosque or temple in 
the last seven days, or not? 


— % Yes, in person — % Yes, remotely 
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Community and outreach ministries are fundamental to a church and its mission 
(discipleship) and the heart and soul of our collective efforts. Thanks to your invaluable 


contributions, we share our actions, good news, and teachings of Jesus Christ with others 


? Jones, “In-Person and Remote Church Attendance,” U. 8. Church Attendance Still Lower than 
Pre-Pandemic, Washington, DC: Gallup, Inc., 2023, https://news.gallup.com/poll/507692/church- 
attendance-lower-pre-pandemic.aspx. 


through these ministries. The churches decline in membership and closings due to 
COVID-19 purposed a challenge that church leaders struggled to find a solution to. 

As one solution to the closing of churches according to Gallup, 2023 
Americans attended church remotely through services over the internet, television or 
radio. It is not clear if the pandemic is the cause of the reduced church attendance. 
However, the closure of churches and ongoing COVID-19 avoidance interaction did get 
many Americans out of the habit of attending religious services weekly. 

Guest project speaker, Pastor Yvonne E. Burns, pastor of Northside Church of 
God in Pittsburgh, Pa. stated, “If we study the words of God from Genesis to Revelation, 
we are called to be a community. It is because of our culture that this theory has broken 
down. Unfortunately, it has broken down within our churches. Furthermore, our churches 
have the answer to what the world needs today. If we are not engaged in community, we 
recycle our ministry messages to the same individuals, which is not God’s plan.”? We 
wonder why we are not growing and developing, individually or collectively. If we are 
not growing individually, the church is not growing. It takes years to tear down cultures 
and transform lives. 

The purposed plan of the project is to help churches, in general, to increase their 
community’s presence receptivity through a community outreach ministry and 
demonstrate the gospel. This project is not a cure-all for all churches dealing with issues 
with outreach ministries or to convey assured growth or change. This candidate is hopeful 


that the results obtained from this project will be utilized as a tool to help church leaders 


3 Zoom, Wrap-up Session, “Renewing the Church for its Role in Discipleship Within the Urban 
Community Discipleship,” Guest speaker, Pastor Yvonne Burns (November 13, 2023). 


and members, interested in community outreach ministry, to understand the importance 
of their role as disciples as is described in the word of God. 

Community outreach is a link to many things when it comes to church growth. 
Community outreach is not found only on Sunday mornings in a building but every day 
of the week reaching beyond its four walls. The project, “Renewing the Church for its 
Role in Discipleship Within the Urban Community Discipleship,” takes the opportunity 
to explore many questions from chapters one through six with the primary purpose of 


showing the importance of collaboration between the church and community. 


Chapter One 
Ministry Focus examines this candidate’s spiritual autobiography in association 
with the context of the synergy, that is, called into ministry, service in the community, 
and partnerships that promote a healthy church. Ministry Focus exhibits a zeal for 
servitude, which begins through the association of the church, community, and 
outsourcing. As the world continues to grow more diverse, it is more important than ever 
to take the time to engage in the community and share creative ideas that strengthen 


communication and deeper relationships. 


Chapter Two 
Biblical Foundations, Ephesians 4:15-16 is the pericope for this project. The 
foundational text this candidate chose supports and validates the hypothesis. It is 
hypothesized that if church members participated in the community outreach ministry 


zoom sessions, the members would be equipped with the knowledge of how to improve 
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and sustain a successful outreach program, network with established outreach ministries 
and improve church and community relationships. This passage identifies and addresses 
our role individually and collectively as a church member. Thus, expanding in the 
community and establishing an outreach ministry. Ephesians 4:15-16 manifests the 
spiritual gifts God had bestowed on us. It provides the church community and humankind 


with a sense of direction. 


Chapter Three 

Historical Foundations - This paper pays tribute to countless other women of 
color and those who contributed to Black tradition and culture to bring awareness to the 
historical, biblical, and theological foundations of building the Black church, specifically 
the role they played in its establishment. 

God calls us to partner with ministry and to build relationships. Jesus never 
regarded women as inferior to men. On the contrary, He shocked his disciples by talking 
to one lone Samaritan woman. Nevertheless, through her witness, Samaria opened up to 
the ministry of Jesus and later a revival under the preaching of Philip, Peter, and John. He 
broke with Rabbinic tradition when He permitted Mary to hear the Word and defended 
her when Martha complained that she was not fulfilling her domestic role in the kitchen. 
As described in Luke 10:40-42, “*° she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care 
that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ *! But 


the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 


*? there is need of only one thing.!@! Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 


taken away from her.” In response, Jesus supported women’s right to hear God’s Word. 


Chapter Four 

Theological Foundations will celebrate Black women and their role in the church. 
This candidate will pursue a theology, that is, Womanism that honors their talents, skills, 
and how God heard their prayers that speak to their mission and walk with God. We 
continue walk in our faith and pray for God to be present with us in this place. Psalm 
16:11 says, “You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in 
your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”> It is in God’s presence that we find the 
fullness of joy. 

Moreover, as Nehemiah 8:10 tells us, “For the joy of the Lord is your strength.”° 
In God’s presence, we receive guidance, reassurance, and confidence. God’s presence 
brings clarity to our confusion and hope in place of despair. He shows up in surprising 
ways in their stories and lives. Even in silence, we can learn from Him. These women 


sought His presence and faithfully obeyed Him. 


Chapter Five 
Interdisciplinary Foundations - This project aims to choose one interdisciplinary 


foundation that deals with leadership training and a dynamic approach to teaching and 


4 Michael D Coogan, et al., Luke 10:40-42, The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised 
Standard Version with The Apocrypha (Oxford, NY: Oxford University Press, Inc., 2010), 1851. 


> Coogan, et al., Psalm 16:11, 785. 


® Coogan, et al., Nehemiah 8:10, 696. 
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learning. Most importantly, it is necessary to offer training options and opportunities that 
equip and assist others. Applying these principles and establishing a community program 
that prepares individuals with skills that enable them to build relationships and reflect on 
the gospel’s transforming power. The goal is to educate church members, develop a plan 
to increase member participation and build church and community relationships, 
implement the plan, and evaluate the outcome. Putting God’s peace-making principles 
into practice—leaders who go one step further and bring training to their congregation 
will equip them with knowledge that will hopefully, in turn, set them on fire to do the 


Lord's work. 


Chapter Six 

Project analysis is the process of evaluating the effectiveness of the outcome and 
to identify areas that can be improved. First, the project analysis will provide evidence to 
support the hypothesis. Second, support the methodology applied in the project. Third, 
provide the relevance of the information provided by the guest speakers about the pros 
and cons regarding community outreach ministry. Fourth, provide vital evidence through 
data collection and analysis to validate the project’s success and fifth, an account of the 
life changing moments this candidate experienced while researching and working through 


the project’s steps and phases. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


Introduction 


Problem 
Churches in Columbus, Ohio, like most churches in America, have experienced 


stagnation in growth and discipleship over the past few years. 


Hypothesis 

If church members participated in the community outreach ministry educational 
zoom sessions, then they would be equipped with the knowledge to increase community 
outreach ministry awareness and participation and to improve church and community 


relationships. 


Jesus is the farmer, and His Word is the seed. 

This candidate’s goal is to create a template for other churches to utilize as a 
guide to improve their outreach programs. The motivation is to create a practical and 
systematic strategy for churches to become more community-involved and productive. 
The objective is that the church becomes a see, go, and do church. Furthermore, more 


churches need to get out of their seats and into the streets, spreading God’s love as the 


Lord ordained us to do. M. Craig Barnes, the author of When God Interrupts: Finding 
New Life Through Unwanted Change, writes, “Living outside the call to God is very 
much like falling asleep in a storm. It is as if we are missing the drama of God’s activity 


a1 


in the world.”* Maybe they got too beat up, too disappointed, or too successful to take 
any risk. He adds, “It’s just a way of sleeping through bad choices in life.”* We should 
open our eyes to see God during the storm. Evangelist Laurice A. Carr, founder of Sister 
to Sister Global Outreach Ministries and one of our guests Zoom session speakers stated, 
“Everyone wants to stay on the pew, stay in the church building, or stay in their lanes 
where they are not growing.”? She describes it as the chosen vs frozen. 

The metaphor of planting a seed best describes the problem generally in the 
church. In Matthew 13:1-23, Jesus gives the parable of the Sower. He describes the four 
conditions of the soil or how people respond to the Word of God. The soil the seed fell 
into represents four categories of the human heart, four unlike reactions to the Word of 
God, i.e., the hard heart, the shallow heart, the crowded heart, and the fruitful heart. Jesus 
taught that some ground was good and some was not. So what is the problem? The 
problem is not the seed. Romans 1:16 states, “It is the power of God for salvation to 


994 


everyone who has faith.” Through cultivation, the soil (our hearts) becomes more 


receptive. 


'M. Craig Barnes, When God Interrupts: Finding New Life through Unwanted Change (Downers, 
IL: InterVarsity Books, 1996), 60. 


? Barnes, 61. 


3 Zoom, We Are Better Together, “Reng the Church for its Role in Discipleship Within the Urban 
Community,” Guest speaker Evangelist Laurice Carr (Oct. 11, 2023). 


4 Coogan, Roman 1:16, 1977. 
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Community outreach starts with the heart and the seed, the word of God. Matthew 


13:4 says, “* As he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up.” ° It is like someone hears the gospel, but the words do not penetrate the heart. They 
are there, and they walk away unaffected by the good news. 


“> other seeds 


Jesus talks about the one that falls into the rocky ground. He says, 
fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly 
since they had no depth of soil. ° But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away.”° It sprouts shoots upright, and the roots are not so 
deep that they become parched by the sun and dry up. Thus, reflecting the word has no 
deep roots in the person’s heart. 

Jesus tells us about another kind of human heart where the seed falls and is in 
thorny soil. The seed sprouts up. Here is someone who says yes, I believe the gospel. I 
want to live according to the gospel. But then “the thorns grew up and choked them.” ” 
The person gets distracted, that is, by money, power, or worldly goods. To our dismay, 
the plant that grew out of the seed of the word shrivels up and dies. 

Lastly, Jesus talks about a deep, rich, fertile soil that “* brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, so sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen.” ® The word of the 
gospel falls in the soil, creating a deep-rooted foundation nourished by the soil. The plant 


sprouts up and produces fruit. Is this the kind of life Jesus is talking about? Is this life we 


ought to have, not choked up or shriveled up or one who does not care? The one who 


> Coogan, Matthew 13:4, 1765. 
® Coogan, Matthew 13:5-6, 1765. 
7 Coogan, Matthew 13: 7, 1765. 


8 Coogan, Matthew 13:8, 1765. 
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receives the word sends it down into the roots to get nourished and then create fruit. The 
difference in the soils (human hearts) is based on their willingness to accept to seed, the 
Word of God. 

In considering Matthew 13:1-23, this candidate reflected on the diversity in 
society and the people within the community who have been hurt, traumatized, and need 
ministering. They are the soil where we attempt, as Disciples of Christ, to plant a seed 
and watch it grow. Unfortunately, we cannot reach everyone. This scripture creates a 
demographic of the communities we minister to: the choked or shriveled up and those 
who do not care. To be more elaborate, Matthew 13 speaks of the individuals we see 
daily: the broken, the lonely, the sick, those with no voice, and those sheltered in their 
own space. This scripture gives the reader a vision of what we, as servants, face with 
ongoing and unique challenges. Dr. Sadler, the author of Pot Changers: Innovative 
Change in an Ever-Changing World, writes, “A leader cannot effectively bring about 
innovative change without fully understanding the dynamics of culture and setting. 
Suppose a leader tries to implement change while only understanding culture and not 
fully interpreting and addressing the setting. In that case, the group spirit may change.” 
If culture and setting are analyzed satisfactorily, the contextual understanding will 
promote healing and transformation. Where are you in this parable? Are you sowing 
seeds, just one seed, or watching others sow seeds? Are you the good soil? Are you 
bearing fruit? Do you want to bear fruit 30 or 100-fold? What will you do next week to 


apply what you have learned today? 


® J. Elvin Sadler, Pot Changing: Innovative Change in an Ever-Changing World (Charlotte, NC: 
Smack Publishing, 2020), 44. 


2 
The pericope for this project is Ephesians 4:15-16, This candidate is opening with 


Matthew 13:1-23 to reinforce our individual and collective position in the community and 
outreach ministry within our hearts. Regardless of the end goal, community outreach is 
rarely easy. It involves knowing whom to reach and how to engage with them. Listening 
to them and discussing your ministry and work would help establish relationships and 
find new opportunities aligned with their interests. How you communicate plays a 
significant role demonstrating that you are in it for the long haul. 

The Apostle Paul, for example, was in it for the long haul. His writing encouraged 
the early church and taught them how to live in a pagan-centered world. He spread the 
good news across the globe despite the trials and tribulations he endured during his 
lifetime. He accomplished the mission God had sent him to do: dealing with the churches 
to survive, thrive, and grow forward for future generations. What is the future of the 
church? And how can the church reach the new generation? 

After years of so many unexpected and ongoing changes, it is hard to even think 
about what the Church will look like. How would you envision the Church mission? Will 
it change? The way that mission moves forward will when “God’s people live together in 
unity (Psalm 133:1).”!° It is time for us to get involved in the brokenness of others. With 
our families, social groups, and networking, we can make a difference that we could not 
do on our own (refer to Matthew 10:5-8). 

We are no longer strangers but “citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets and Christ is the 


comerstone. 7! In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple 


'0 Bible Gate. Psalm 133:1, “How good and pleasant it is “when God’s people live together in 
unity!” https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+133%3A1&version=NIV 
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in the Lord; *?in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God (Ephesians 2:19-22).”!! We are growing together spiritually in the presence of God. 
So, what was Paul’s message? How does it reflect on the church today in the 21st 
century? Paul speaks of a partnership that unites the churches together and furthers their 
relationship. He recognized that they each could strengthen the other. 

Like the Apostle Paul, this candidate is committed to being in ministry for the 
long haul, to humbly serve God and people for the rest of her life. Inspired by the people 
around me and the honor of being called into ministry, the answer was yes. In addition, 
community involvement offered many opportunities for connecting with people who 
need Jesus. 

Part of the project will focus on issues that will help bring together heartfelt 
individuals, the churches, and the community, ultimately igniting a connection that will 
create fellowship, discipleship, and partnership. Secondly, work with other churches in 
our area with the same vision. This fellowship may include meeting regularly for coffee 
or breakfast, sharing stories and struggles, and encouraging each other. Knowing that we 
are not the only ones facing these challenges may be enough to bring churches together. 

Most importantly, we need to interact with small children. Have you ever noticed 
how they play and laugh hysterically at the most minor things? Have you ever observed 
the simple, pure, unfiltered joy kid’s display so much better than adults? Rev. Dr. Cynthia 
Thompson stated, “We are missing a population segment. And those segments are the 


children, the youth, and the young adults.” !* The only population still intact is the elderly 


'! Coogan, Ephesians 2:19-22, 2056. 


2 Zoom, Kingdom Building, “Renewing the Church for its Role in Discipleship Within the Urban 
Community,” Guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Cynthia Thompson (October 7, 2023). 
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population. They may or may not be in favor when children are in the church because 
they want to sit down and be still. In Matthew 19:14, Jesus said, “Suffer not the children, 
let them come onto me.”!? Luke 17:2 says, “It would be better for you if a millstone 
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you to cause one 
of these little ones to stumble.”'4 To continue building the kingdom, we must continue to 
attract the children, have activities for them, and get them involved in the church. If we 
(the church) do not draw them in, the streets will. 

What are we asking the church to do? Our vision is that people limited by poverty, 
education, and lack of training skills will experience Jesus’ love through our 
collaboration with the church. Most people in the community settle for what is and not 
what is possible. We aim to give hope to the hopeless by introducing them to Jesus Christ, 
igniting their faith, and see their lives change significantly by God’s grace. Some think of 
the past as the present, the present as the future, while others dreams remain unanswered. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. wanted us to dream and spend the rest of our lives bringing it into 
reality. He said, “I have a dream that one day .. .”!° What is your dream? The fact is that 
people are suffering, and some churches are unable to do much about it due to lack of 
knowledge of how to serve the community or due to lack of resources and good 
leadership. Our vision for the outreach ministry is to inspire people to see God’s hand as 


a blessing; and to learn about the good news of Jesus Christ. New believers in Christ will 


'3 Coogan, Matthew 19:14, 1774. 
4 Coogan, Luke 17:2, 1863. 


'S Martin Luther King, Jr., “I Have A Dream Speech,” Washington, DC: Lincoln Memorial, 1963, 
https://www.npr.org/2010/01/18/122701268/i-have-a-dream-speech-in-its-entirety. 
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be moving out of an uncomfortable position and learning to walk by faith. They will also 


be empowered with the good news in hopes of inspiring others. 

Alan Hirsch, the author of The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating Apostolic 
Movements, speaks of John Wesley, who traveled throughout Great Britain with a vision 
for the conversion and disciplining of a nation and the renewal of a fallen church. !° That 
is, it is about training people to be the embodiment of the purpose of Christ. It is 
knowledge based on experience and action, not just intellect; it creates people who live 
out their faith in disciples. It is about living as Jesus’ people in their community and 
fulfilling the missional identity by sending people into the world, sending the message in 
a way that embodies Jesus Christ’s message, and living as Jesus’ people. Hirsch says, 
“The ‘sending’ is embodied and lived out in what I call here missional impulse . . . an 
outwardly bound movement from one community or individual to another.” '7 He uses a 
metaphor to explain it as a sneeze that goes out and spreads. We operate under God’s 
divine grace, which calls us to accommodate the homeless, feed the hungry, and visit the 
sick. 

Have we forgotten the contributions of those who came before us (legendary 
women/men who set precedents), who sacrificed their lives and well-being to bring about 
the spirit of what the church is about, not only within four walls? Moreover, let us not 
forget significant movements, such as The Azusa Movement, the Civil Rights Movement 
that promoted church change and spiritual transformation, establishing a foundation for a 


prosperous, united, and religious community that flourished through many tribulations. 


'6 Alan Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating Apostolic Movements (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Brazos Press, 2016), 111. 


7 Hirsch, The Forgotten Ways: Reactivating Apostolic Movements, 137. 
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As a Black woman and servant of many collective ministry organizations, I am supposed 
to have all the answers. Nevertheless, sometimes, I have to admit, many times, I do not. It 
has taken me a long time to deal with my emotions, especially within communities that 
may be in the midst of mental and health issues, with a combination of factors like social 
and cultural injustice or systemic barriers. 

There is a need to bring awareness and provide some sanity to a community that 
is strategically dying due to a lack of education, drug addiction, unemployment, and other 
vices. The theme for this doctoral project is titled, “Renewing the Church for its Role in 
Discipleship Within the Urban Community Discipleship.” This theme is based on our 
observation of the community needs to be identified from the ministry context of 
community outreach since churches in the urban community have experienced stagnation 


in growth and discipleship. 


Context 

This doctoral ministry project’s context and primary location will be in the 
community outreach ministry in Columbus, OH. In 1997, faith-based women like myself 
to address the disparities within the community, working with the fundamental goal of 
identifying, engaging, and changing the outlook of those living within the community. 
God goes beyond the church walls. Church leaders and members must be open-minded 
and willing to engage those outside church walls and within the community. The ministry 
was working to connect the church and community in hopes to building a positive 


relationship and trust with people within the community. 


17 
Kevin DeYoung, and Greg Gilbert, authors of What Is the Mission of the Church? 


Making Sense of Social Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission gives a more 
descriptive view of the church and its mission. DeYoung and Greg Gilbert stated, “The 
church mission is to go into the world, make disciples by declaring the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the power of the Spirit and gathering these disciples into churches. They might 
worship the Lord and obey his commands now and in eternity to the glory of God the 
Father.”!® Our task is to make disciples just as Jesus Christ did and send them out into the 
world fulfilling the great commission. 

An internal study conducted at the United Christian Church (UCC) in Columbus, 
OH, showed that the number of community outreach projects had decreased compared to 
previous years. This project sought to determine whether church members attending 
educational Zoom sessions about the importance of discipleship and community outreach 
would motivate members. In turn, increase members’ participation in community 
outreach ministries. 

Most importantly, it is necessary to offer training options and opportunities that 
equip and assist others by applying these principles and establishing a program that 
prepares individuals with skills that enable them to build relationships that reflect the 
gospel’s transforming power. The goal is to study, practice, and share communication 
skills, putting God’s peace-making principles into practice. Leaders who go one step 


further and bring training to their congregation can smother conflict before it can start a 


18 Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, What Is the Mission of the Church? Making Sense of Social 
Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 62. 
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fire. As James 3:18 promises, “Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness.”!? 

The United Christian Church was the prototype that launched this project titled, 
“Renewing the Church for its Role in Discipleship within the Urban Community 
Discipleship.” There are many issues this church as a whole need to address, such as 
social activism and stewardship. Research shows that following the ecclesiology of the 
early Christian church may be relevant here, just listening to someone and offering 
genuine care for their situation, relationships, and leadership structures. 

From the position of a church ministry and urban and neighboring communities, 
we should also ask ourselves how we will respond to assistance and what direction we 
take to address community outreach. This candidate will take the opportunity to explore 
these questions through examination and discovery. This theme observation is based on 
the community needs identified in the ministry context. Since the UCC’s existence, 
historically, there has never been a conversation on community outreach in the ministry 
context. Nor has there been the implementation of a community outreach program within 
the community. 

Using this prototype, I was able to bring the doctrine project alive. Although the 
church could not participate in this project, the candidate planned to enlarge the scope 
and magnify the outcome. Using experienced community outreach speakers, i.e., pastors, 
administrators, church members, laypersons, and outreach volunteers, created a diverse 
representation that would help bring awareness to the participants attending the Zoom 


sessions. 


'? Coogan, et al., James 3:18, NRSVA, 2123. 
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Here, I digress. The demographic of Columbus, OH, is a rich one but can be 
overlooked by violence and poverty. The community comprises low-income and no- 
income families who receive state and federal assistance. It has high rates of drug 
addiction and alcoholism and is considered a high-crime area. Vacant and abandoned 
homes have become the residence of the people with an addiction to rest and shoot up. 
Out of all the communities I serve, this is the most perplexing and disturbing. 

As an outreach ministry, we try to avoid the ugly contributing factors that impact 
societal challenges, such as labeling people without housing and street people. The U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Report (2023) said 653,104 Americans 
experienced homelessness, the highest since HUD began reporting on the issue in 2007. 
UCM aims to prompt people to see and understand, not avoid, so that a feasible solution 
might emerge. Many refuse to see or have not had to see. *” Labels shape more than our 
perception; they change how we perceive people, which determines what we see. Who do 
we serve? It would be impossible to categorize the information for every community we 
minister. However, we must recognize that the people labeled by society are human 
beings, not numbers or part of statistics. 

This candidate can remember a different time and what she would like to see in 
the future. Many years ago, the community was booming, a white-collar neighborhood. 
Once the mall closed, major food chains left, and automotive plants closed, which led to 
the neighborhood’s distress. Many children spent most of their time in church, learning 


arts and basketball. Thousands of kids would migrate there from about 3-9 p.m. It was a 


2°U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, “Fact Sheet: 2023 Annual Homelessness 
Assessment Report.” 
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/Fact_Sheet_Summarized_Findings.pdf. 
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very close-knit family. I am talking about family, not only blood relatives, but we all 
know everyone. It was a very close neighborhood. One must look back to understand 
how the community got to where it is now. 

Ministry Journey 

I am not sure my call to ministry would be considered a profession. It was 

not a lightning bolt moment but a slow conviction that I could no longer 

ignore. The many long conversations with God by the riverbank gradually 

helped to convince me to minister in the community. I was going back and 

forth, wrestling with my vocation. Whatever bought me to this point, I 

realized that ministry is far more than a job or a role to be and invite God 

to transform me (Eshakhia Sobukwe, Autobiography, 16).7! 

This candidate proposes to create a learning experience to educate participants 
about outreach ministry and its impact on the community. Specifically, what are the 
benefits of participating? Outreach can be complicated because learning how to plan and 
execute effective community outreach programs takes time. In particular, prioritize 
different communities’ most urgent and vital needs and what needs to be applied. With 
this project and the volume of work published, this research offers a perplexing study that 
became a life-changing conversation, a self-discovery through transformation, a moment 
that changed one’s life for growth and harmony in the church and the community. 

It began with the spiritual autobiography, which asks crucial questions and 
expectations from the DMin program. Without education and training, is anyone 
qualified to do God’s work? The program presents a unique infrastructure based on one’s 
vision, experience, spiritual reflection, and how the project will function. Legendary 


women stepped out of the traditional duties of the church. They preached the gospel, like 


Amanda Smith, Jarena Lee, and Deborah (of the Old Testament), who all based their 


*1 Eshakhia Sobukwe, “Professional Development,” My Spiritual Autobiography, 2021, 16. 
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calling on God’s direction. Their vision was to travel from state to state and outside of the 
United States worldwide. These women went from trauma to triumph, proclaiming God’s 
word, interpreting the scripture, and having confidence in their mission to serve and love 
people. 

The objective is to educate as many people as possible with information that may 
make a difference. Ephesians 4:15 states, “But speaking the truth in love, we must grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ. 7” In other words, educating in such 
a way that is grounded in love, gentleness, and church growth. Dr. J. Elvin Sadler says, 
“Dynamics can be defined as those characteristics that motivate the flow of the 
organization . .. Much like a family and genograms, which determine a family’s 
personalities and characteristics, dynamic makeup, based upon the organizational history 
and structure (Sadler, 105).” 7? Many years ago, the church held the community together, 
creating a faith community that regularly promoted wholeness and unity, which created a 
sound and healing dynamic. 

A few factors will be a part of the project, concentrating on issues that will help 
bring together the church and the community, ultimately igniting a connection that will 
create fellowship, discipleship, and partnership. Another element to consider is finding 
and working with other churches within and outside of the urban community area with 
the same issues. Scheduling regular zoom meetings would offer an opportunity to share 
and receive critical information and to build networks with other outreach groups within 


the area and around the world. Knowing we are not the only ones facing these challenges 


2 Coogan, et al, Ephesians 4:15, NRSVA, 2057. 


°3 J, Elvin Sadler, Pot Changers: Innovative Change in an Ever-Changing (Charlotte: NC: Smack 
Publishing, 2021), 105. 
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is a great beginning. We must share our experiences and stories, laugh with, pray for, and 
encourage each other. We are in this together. 

Many people within the community suffer from poor education, lack of training 
skills, food shortages, unemployment, poor housing, inadequate medical care, gas and 
electrical shutoffs, and isolation. Most people in the community settle for what is and not 
what is possible. They tend to settle for what they have and do not strive to improve their 
situation in life. Some of them have never been outside their neighborhood. We hope they 
see life differently, if only for a brief time. Some think of the past, some see only the 
present, while others dream of things that will never be. Martin Luther King, Jr. wanted 
us to dream an impossible dream and spend the rest of our lives bringing it into reality. 
Dr. Kenneth Cummings, the author of J Wanted to Just Stop and Cry says, “Dr. King 
spoke about a dream that included the understanding of the will of God for America on 
racial justice and harmony characterized with words such as freedom, liberty, justice, and 
harmony. His dream was not rooted in self-advancement or glorification; rather it was 


marked by a sense of “genuine community.”* 
y y 


Develop the Synergy 


Community outreach 
Why reach out and engage in your local community? We can engage in many 
ways, from volunteering in a senior citizen’s home to coaching basketball with youths, 


being a Big brother or Sister, making a phone call to a church member, hearing what is 


4 Kenneth W. Cummings, Sr., J Wanted to Just Stop and Cry: Stories of and from the Heart, 
(Frankfort, KY: Kenneth W. Cummings Ministries, 2006), 19. 


23 


going on in the members’ lives, and offering prayer or guidance. The standard policy in 
our working structure is to contact everyone by phone or porch visit to check if they are 
well or need any assistance. Some people need help paying household utilities, 
purchasing prescriptions, or food. These activities improve the community’s health, 
create strong social connections, and impact society. 

Being vulnerable is particularly important, and one must be honest about pain. As 
a Black woman and servant of this community, I do not have all the answers, as stated 
earlier. With the help of other team members and collaboration, we made many decisions 
together. At the end of each community outing, I am emotionally, physically, and 
mentally drained. Most of the time, our team is in the midst of a health crisis, with a 
combination of factors, that is, cultural, systemic, and domestic. Racial injustice and the 
impact of COVID has disrupted the mental health and financial burden of many people. 
This issue is so important that we should all be talking about it. 

We are putting together an organization where everyone within and outside the 
church is cared for, not ignored. In the New Testament, dozens of verses emphasize this 
point: for example: 


John 13:34 says, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another (NRSVA, 1905).”?° 


James 5:16 says, “Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed.” The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective (NRSVA, 2125).7° 


Part of our strategy is learning to engage and connect with the communities. 


Through outreach, those in need can communicate with the volunteers about issues, 


25 Coogan, et al., John 13:34, NRSVA, 1905. 


26 Coogan, et al, James 5 :16, NRSVA, 2125. 
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problems, and resources. Sometimes, we pass out flyers throughout the community, our 
presence always brings smiles. Being there is more important and mandatory because 
they see us in action. We become real, not just words posted on a display board. We 
invite them to participate and become involved, essential when working closely with 
residents and the community. 

We look for ways to broaden community participation and to build trust. 
Engagement can lead to more significant connections and a more inclusive community 
contribution for available resources, networking, and learning new communication 
methods. As community volunteers, we become informed, participate in, and influence 
others through a well-planned free engagement. We go beyond just knowing who they 
are in the community; they become a part of the community transformation. In engaging 
in this process, we listen, discuss, and consider the impact of our presence. Successful 
community engagement builds relationships, strengthens the community’s social fabric, 
and develops new leaders, and disciples. 

Building trust and communication are vital to the outreach ministry, cultivating 
and sustaining healthy interpersonal relationships, facilitating civic engagement, fostering 
equitable access to resources, reducing health disparities, and promoting cooperation 
between churches, local governing bodies, and community members. The people in the 
community must believe that the church's community outreach members genuinely care 
about them. 

As Pastor Burns stated, “We must meet them at their need. Building trust takes 
time and, by God's grace, will strengthen over time.” Another Zoom session speaker gave 


the example of a homeless person stating that their presence was a photo-op opportunity. 
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They came, took pictures, and left, or they came, passed out food, and have yet to return. 
My project aims to address the truth issue by spending more time in the community and 
ensuring information is available to connect to resources such as food banks, social 
services, and medical needs. 

Communication is vital for the project's success. Effective communication is also 
critical in community outreach. Bridging the gap between the church and the community 
is facilitated by groups coming together and sharing their ideas to reach a commendable 
goal. When done effectively, everyone can understand what is happening and work 
together toward a common goal. Effective communication helps build trust. It can even 
develop and strengthen your community. Poor or insufficient communication in 
relationships can create problems, including mistrust, insecurity, and conflict. 

How do we engage? Our engagement is neutral. We are not campaigning or 
promoting. Our teams are open to discussion and willing to listen to the voices of the 
community. We encourage their experiences, which should reflect our purposes and goals, 
which are relationships and connections, and dive deeply into a complex issue and gauge 
their reaction. The question is: Are we seeking a solution to a community problem or 
helping create a vision for the next ten years? It is imperative to let the community know 
that we are in it for the long haul. 

The Urban Community Ministry (UCM) is in this long-term with anticipation of 
working with other organizations, churches, government, and local officials. Our work is 
challenging, but our dedication outweighs the adversity. In 1997, a ministry that would 


benefit many residents was established. There were so many issues that were destroying 
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the community. Although we lacked experience, were unprepared, and doubted if this 


ministry would work, we pressed on. 
We considered four factors: 

1) Who may be affected by or interested in solving the community problems? 

2) The community’s infrastructure includes schools, businesses, hospitals, 
nonprofit organizations, civic groups, service organizations, senior centers, faith-based 
organizations, libraries, city board members, and recreation centers. 

3) Invite a contact from each organization to the discussion. 

4) Ask participants to encourage their corresponding networks to participate as 
well. 

As expressed repeatedly in the seven Zoom sessions of the candidate’s project, 
outreach ministry leaders should reach out to all groups via postcards, and fliers and 
engage directly to increase the project’s success. Developing this synergy has involved 
many trials and errors, yet we continue to meet the communities’ needs. 

My sisters and I are passionate about community outreach. Sometimes, we have 
trouble balancing work and personal life, but we find a way. Community outreach is 
rewarding and meaningful but can also be demanding and stressful. We face long hours, 
tight deadlines, emotional challenges, and limited resources that have a negative impact 
on the community. We have failed and triumphed over the years in many ways. As 
women of a small ministry, we serve and empower the community by our Lords’ mercy 


and grace. 


pe 


Conclusion 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder, I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds 
upon it (1 Corinthians 3:10).”?’ 

Dr. Len Wilson, the author of Think Like A 5-Year-Old: Reclaim Your Wonder 
and Create Great Things, describes how we, as adults, have lost our creativity. His book 
speaks of finding it through our heart, soul, mind, and strength. He defines creativity as 
“a means to something; it is not a product or a hard skill (Wilson, 5).”?® My DMin 
project’s consensus or general nature and content are here. Planting a church is an art, 
regardless of our vocation or location. We are engineers. When we create, we become 
artists, each in our way. 

Ministry within the body is a way to revisit the New Testament (NT) community 
in the context of our current culture. The existing thing about this type of ministering is 
that it is a return to our historical roots. It returns us to the idea of a healing community 
until we understand that healing only occurs in a healthy community and communal 
relationships. We continue to miss the power of the NT community at a time when we 
have lost the idea of connectedness and community. 

The problem with this DMin project is that while we have this unconscious 
supernatural power within us, many of us have lost it. We have given in to the forces that 


would steal and destroy this inner joy. It is time to reclaim the art God has designed for 


7 Coogan, et al., 1 Corinthians 3:10, NRSVA, 2004. 


8 Len Wilson, Think Like A 5-Year-Old: Reclaim Your Wonder and Create Great Things 
(Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2015), 5. 
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us and create great things. Then, we can also discover a more fulfilling life which is the 


objective of the DMin project. Many circumstances dictate our choices; perhaps we 
become impatient with waiting for uncertainty. The problem is that most of us are 
capable of creativity and discipleship. It is not a switch that can turn off and on. In 
actuality, when we make an unconscious statement that we are not creative, we rob 
ourselves of a means of knowing and experiencing God’s work in our lives. 

Part of the working hypothesis is living in the moment, “People will forget what 
you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made 
them feel (Maya Angelou, 115).”’? The critical phrase is how you made them feel by 
introducing them to the love of Jesus Christ. You may not be able to give them what they 
want, but if you can make them feel safe and loved, they will never forget it, and you will 
also feel satisfied. I use this quote to guide my personal and spiritual life; that is what 
service is all about. It is essential to be genuine, be kind, and people will trust in who you 
are. 

The prevailing model has been reinforced by training ministry, placing them in a 
specific location, and charging leaders with the daunting task of providing the 
congregation care, teaching, and leadership. This candidate credits the thriving churches 
as making a difference in the community, allowing people to minister in the total sense of 
God’s word. Churches that empower the congregation to minister to one another are 
growing and expanding beyond their walls. The problem with the United Christian 
Church like other churches throughout America is that the people are leaving, the 


congregation is dwindling, and the church may close. It takes work to get people to come 


2° Maya Angelou, The Complete Poetry (New York, NY: Random House, 2015), 11. 
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back. If the church ages and does not reach young people, or the demographics change, 
and they do not figure out how to reach the new demographic, that church ends up 
closing. They need more young people to continue the congregation for the next 
generation. Pastors must make hard decisions when a dwindling congregation is no 
longer sustainable. The outcome directly affects church programs like outreach ministries. 

Reading Broken Things: Why We Suffer by M. R. DeHaan helped initiate the plan. 
DeHann says, “Grapes must be crushed before the wine can be made. Wheat must be 
broken to make bread. We may not know what God is doing now. Someday we shall 
understand and be like Him (DeHaan, 44, 91).” °° It is not this candidate’s intention to 
crush or break anyone. The plan was to collect demographic data, learn as much about 
the community as possible, and move strategically throughout the neighborhood to find 
supporters willing to work in small groups, act as advocates for our cause, and spread 
hope in times of trouble. Some were afraid to get involved; others lacked trust. UCM 
took the proactive approach of reaching out to those not in small groups and those 
beyond the church walls who need the healing touch, which is a real challenge. 

Hope is in all things. It does not come at the end; it lies at the beginning that 

sends us forward. Hope fills us with the courage to stay present. It always enters 

only through surrender; to let go of everything we are clinging to. And fills us 

with a quiet strength beyond anything we have ever known. 

Eshakhia Sobukwe,*! 
In 1979, the Urban Community Ministry reflected on the Ministry Focus, where 


we expressed our hope to create a space for spiritual growth and unity and challenged us 


to move forward and grow based on Ephesians 4:15-16, described in the next chapter. 


30M. R. DeHaan, Broken Things: Why We Suffer (Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery House Publishers, 
1999), 44, 91. 


31 Eshakhia Sobukwe, “Hope is in All Things,” Journal Entry dated December 12, 2021. 
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The biblical foundation expressed the importance of church planting, community, and the 


framework of God's intention of the church. 


CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


'SInstead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the 
mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. '6From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up 
in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:15-16 NRSVA).! 


'S but lspeaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him 
who is the head, that is, Christ, '° from whom the whole body, being fitted and 
held together '“!by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of 
each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in 
love (Ephesians 4:15-16 NASB).” 


15 GAnPevovtes 5é Ev Gyary adEnowpEV sic ADTOV TH TéVTA, 6c EOTLV N KEMAAN, 
Xptotéc, 16é& od nav 10 CHa cvvapLorAoyovpEvov Kai ov PiBAaCdLEvov S10 
MAONS AOTS Tic Emtyopnyias Kat’ EvépyElav Ev LETPM EVOG EKHOTOD LEPOVG TIV 
abvénow TOD CMLATOS TOLEITAL sic OiKOSOLITW EaVTOD Ev Aya. (Ephesians 4:15- 
16 [Greek Text]).* 


Introduction 
Many scholars have their interpretations of the Book of Ephesians. R. H. Fuller, 


the author of A Critical Introduction to the New Testament: Study in Theology, states, “Tt 


' Ephesians 4:15-16, New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha. Unless otherwise noted, 
all scripture references in this document are from the NRSVA. 


> Ephesians 4:15-16, NASB Version 


3 Eberhard Nestle and Erwin Nestle (eds.) Ephesians 4:15-16. Novum Testamentum Graece, 27th 
rev. ed. (Stuttgart, Germany: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 2001), 509. 
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is a tract dressed up in epistolary form.”* Markus Barth, the author of THE BROKEN 


WALL: A Study of the Epistle to the Ephesians, calls it “a stranger at the door” of the 
Pauline corpus.” Not to mention, E. J. Goodspeed, the author of The Meaning of 
Ephesians, spoke of Ephesians as “the Waterloo of commentators”® and described it as “a 
great rhapsody of the Christian salvation.”’ He goes even further, saying it is “like a 
commentary on the Pauline letters” ’compared to “‘a mosaic of Pauline materials.”? These 
scholars offer significant interpretations of the scripture, not withholding my own 
interpretation. This candidate will analyze the scripture, interpret the passage, and show 
the importance of Ephesians 4:15-16 and how it applies to the problem statement and 
hypothesis. 

The Book of Ephesians provides a foundation of the church and Paul’s intention 
for a church. Ephesians is one of the four epistles formerly known as the Prison Epistles. 
The others are Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon. What makes a church? The gifts 
God gave to the church through the death and resurrection of His son, Jesus Christ, our 
role in the church, how we use the given to us, and how to use the gifts. Biblical exegesis 


of Ephesians reveals the gifts God gave the church (the apostle, prophet, pastor, 


4 Reginald H. Fuller, 4 Critical Introduction to the New Testament: Study in Theology (London, 
England: Gerald Duckworth Books, 1971), 66. 


5 Markus Barth, THE BROKEN WALL: A Study of the Epistle to the Ephesians (King of Prussia, 
PA: Judson Press, 1960), 9. 


6 Edgar J. Goodspeed, The Meaning of Ephesians (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2012), 
15. 


7 Goodspeed, The Meaning of Ephesians, NRSVA, 3. 
8 Goodspeed, The Meaning of Ephesians, NRSVA, 9. 


° Goodspeed, The Meaning of Ephesians, NRSVA, 8. 
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evangelist, and teacher) found in Ephesians 4:1 1-16, '° that are relevant to the church 
today. These gifts prepare believers in ministry to edify the body of Christ. With these 
gifts, the church and church leaders realize that Ephesians 4 is a Scriptural instruction 
given to the church to carry out the results in the unity in the body of Christ, “not tossed 
to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine,”!' but as disciples of the gospel. 

Leaders should apply these gifts within the church. To paraphrase Gary Gromacki, 
who affirms the five-fold ministry and its role in the church. He clarifies that working 
together as a collective we can successfully reach the vision of the church and maturity. 
Gary Gromacki, the author of Paul’s Ecclesiology of Ephesians, says, “Today, the church 
is divided over doctrine and lacks experiential knowledge of Christ. When Christ returns 
for His church at the Rapture, these goals will be accomplished, and the church will 
experience true unity.” !? Whatever the gifts may be, the church must learn to utilize and 
nurture those individuals called to ministry, help them reach these goals, and consciously 
maintain God’s purpose in the church. 

God offers us His grace and mercy so we can give that same love to others. In our 
mission to serve, sometimes we forget our role and become distracted. Fortunately, 
through His love and compassion we find our way home, that is the church. The problem 
is that an aspiring pastor is not always qualified. Jesus sent the disciples out to preach, but 
not before he first spent time with them to train them (refer to Mark 3:13—14). Seminaries 


provide excellent training opportunities, but pastors ultimately learn to pastor from other 


‘0 Ephesians 4:11-16, NRSVA. 
'l Ephesians 4:14, NRSVA. 


2 Gary Gromacki, “Paul’s Ecclesiology of Ephesians,” Journal of Ministry and Theology, Vol. 19 
(1), 2015: 81-115. 


pastors. This candidate expects some pushback about her beliefs. Attending seminary 


allows one to deepen one’s community impact through your ministry. 


Literary Review 
The Book of Ephesians’ Summation offers specific instructions for Christian living: 
I. The Christian’s calling 1:3-3:21 
A. Individual calling 1:3-2:10 
The purpose: Glory 1:3-14 
The means: knowledge 1:15-23 
The motive: Grace 2:1-10 
B. Corporate calling Ephesians 2:11-3:19 
Present unity 2:11-22 
Past ignorance 3:1-13 
Prayer for understanding, strength, and knowledge 3:14-19 
C. A hymn or psalm to praise God 3:20-21 
IL. The Christian’s conduct 4:1-6:20 
A. Spiritual walk 4:1-6:9 
Walking in Unity 4:1-16 
Walking in holiness 4:17-32 
Walking in Love 5:1-6 
Walking in Light 5:7-14 
Walking in Wisdom 5:15-6:9 


B. Spiritual warfare 6:10-20 
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Ill. The Conclusion 6:21-24'3 


The church at Ephesus was one of the seven churches of Asia. The Apostle Paul 
claims authorship twice, in Ephesians 1:1, saying, “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus and are faithful[a] in Christ Jesus: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (NRSVA, 
2054).” And again in chapter 3:1-3 where he says, “This is the reason that I Paul am a 
prisoner for[a] Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—for surely you have already 
heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to me for you, and how the 
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words,” 

(NRSVA).'4 

This text’s background is in a very hostile climate under the rule of Emperor Nero. 
A fire in Rome raged for six days and seven nights. Rumor is that Nero ordered the 
inferno so he could rebuild Rome. He needed a scapegoat, shifted the blame to the 
Christians, and continued to persecute the Roman Christians. The Apostle Paul was the 
designated “ringleader” (Acts 24:5), rearrested at some point, and placed in the 
Mamertine Prison according to church tradition. He did not expect acquittal; he was found 
guilty and executed, probably carried out in AD 68.'° Paul has come to the end of a long, 
turbulent commission. One would think that his life was over, but it was just beginning 
(add something here). In 2 Timothy, he says, “I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).”!° Suffering is not new to the 


Apostle Paul. In the book of Acts 9:16, Jesus tells Ananias about him and “how much he 


3 Thomas Constable, “Outline,” Notes on Ephesians, 
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/ephesians.pdf. 


4 Coogan, Ephesians 3:1-3, NRSVA, 2056. 


> Eusebius, Eusebius: The Ecclesiastical History, vol. 1, 2.25.6, 8 and 3.1.2, trans. Kirsopp Lake 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press), 1926, 181, 183, 191. 


® Coogan, 2 Timothy 4:7, 2094. 
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must suffer for the sake of my name.” '’ Paul bears witness of Jesus. The whole point of 
the letter to the Ephesians is remain faithful as he did even in death. He tells them: 

'0 Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my 

patience, my love, my steadfastness, '' my persecutions, and my suffering the 

things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconitum, and Lystra. What persecutions I 

endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them.!? Indeed, all who want to live 

a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. !® 

The text will challenge the person who will wrestle with those words regarding 
the scripture. Paul’s comments are simple and direct. Paul wrote to the Ephesians while 
imprisoned in Rome. He was unsure of his fate and wanted to clarify his disposition as 
written in Ephesians 3:1, saying, “For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles,” and in Ephesians 4:1 stating, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, urge 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” While 
physically imprisoned, Paul’s mind and spirit were free. Paul (the teacher), facing his 
earthly demise, writes his final words revealing there is so much more to learn not only 
individually but collectively as a church of Christ. He has taught them all he could and 
now it it up to them to teach one another. 

For example, “speaking the truth in love,” The Greek verb used at this point 


99 66. 


(alétheuo) may mean “‘to cherish,” “to maintain,” “to say,” “to do,” and “to live the truth.” 
'9 There is no evidence that Paul knew the meaning of “to cherish,” but he knew about 


love. In analyzing these words, the problem in most contexts is that we want to speak the 


truth but do not want to say it in love. Paul is talking about Godly love, Agape love, and 


'7 Coogan, Acts 9:16, 1937. 
'8 Coogan, 2 Timothy 3:10-12, 2094. 


'9 Bible Study Tools, “Ephesians 4:15-16,” Salem Web Network, https://www.biblestudytools. 
com/nas/ephesians/passage/?q=ephesians+4:15-16. 
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God’s sacrificial, unconditional love. To paraphrase Barth, he says, “In the context of 
Ephesians 4:15, this verse acts as a reference to the confession, the ministers of the Word, 
and true and false teachings. Paul takes a confessional stance that is found in God’s love, 
mutual love, and an edifying missionary zeal.””° Unfortunately, we speak according to 
our sensibilities. Here, Paul clearly says, “speaking in the truth of love,” he means 
teaching the truth in Godly love or according to God’s love. Paul is saying, “Do not just 
talk; teach the truth in love. Ephesians 4:15 speaks for the right confession and urges the 
whole church and all its members to be a confessing church.” 7! 

Considering this, Paul knows the extent of confessions and oral testimony. 
Although he may not be present, he is aware of what is happening in the church and 
counteracts by addressing unification as an alternative. Notably, Paul denounces false 
teachings. He speaks of how the church can be swayed by “every wind of doctrine,” 
trickery and craftiness. Furthermore, how we should avoid it, and focus on church growth 
in terms of: 

1) Confession, 

2) Unity, 

3) Community growth, and 

4) Individual gifts. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 gives the church an element that creates diversity and unity. A 
discipline that they may have been unaware of and only through Paul’s teachings it will 


bring insight to change. 


20 Marcus Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, Anchor Bible, 34a (New Haven, 
CT and London, UK: Yale University Press and Bloomsbury Press), 2021, 444. 


2! Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, 444. 
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Another example is “grow up in every aspect (Greek verb: auxano).” It is 


typically used with infants and plants. 7? At some point in Ephesians, it implies that Paul 
may indicate that the Christians there are spiritually immature infants. Their immaturity 
is causing them to be in conflict, chaos, and division among the believers. Examining the 
context in light of the biblical foundation that acknowledges the UCC leaders’ 
unwillingness to learn, be trained, or study signifies that they are spiritual infants and 
spiritually immature. 

Verse 16 says that we should grow in every way. Barth offers arguments that 
“prevailed in favor of the intransitive understanding of “growing” (opposite of “making 
to grow)” and of the adverbial meaning of “all things.” 7? Schlier says, “We cause the 
totality to grow into Christ ... In his body ... Christ draws all things into the pleroma ... 
When it relates the world to itself, the Church as his body is simply taking over what 
truly belongs to it.” *4 Schlier acknowledges the church is in control while E. Kasemann 
and other expositors disagree. They suggest that the church doctrine cannot be Pauline or 
justified. Abbott on the other hand, describes the growth of the church individually not 
collectively and not part of the church while Schlier’s interpretation is subject to severe 
doubts. *> Refer to Ephesians 4:12. Does it contradict the servant function of the church? 


Ephesians 4:15 speaks of the growth of the church members “as a confessing and loving 


2 Bible Study Tools, “Ephesians 4:15-16,” Salem Web Network, 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nas/ephesians/passage/?q=ephesians+4: 15-16. 


3 Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, 444. 
4 Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, 444. 


25 Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, 445. 
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church.” *° Schlier offers no viable alternative to consider this verse as an exception. 
When, in fact, there is another choice. 

Paul suffered persecution for his role in building and planting churches. He was 
not silent and used his words carefully, not to judge or mistreat anyone. He was the 
apostle for the Gentiles. God empowers us to act like soldiers, not wimps! What would 
hardship be like in your life? What does fighting the good fight mean to you? What 
would make a suitable inscription for you? Would it be 2 Timothy 4:7? 

Imagine this: 


Inscription: “’I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith.”?7 


Response: “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.””* Pretty cool, huh? 


Historical Review 
The Book of Acts offers an eyewitness account of the birth and growth of the 
church, the spread of the gospel, constructing a narrative that connects the life and 
ministry of Christ, the church life, the witness of the earliest believers, and a link between 
the Gospels and the Epistles. The Book of Acts conveys that we are the church, Christ’s 
vessels, offering a prevailing theme of opposition. We read about imprisonments, 


beatings, and conspiracies to kill the apostles. However, rejection of the gospel and 


26 Barth, “The Constitution of the Church,” Ephesians, 445. 
27 Coogan, 2 Timothy 4:7, NRSVA, 2094. 


8 Holy Bible: Matthew 25:21, King James Version (Salt Lake City, UT: The Church of Jesus 
Christ of the LATTER-DAY SAINTS, 2000), 624. 
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persecution of its messengers worked to pick up the pace of church growth, standing firm, 


knowing God would do the work, and opening doors of opportunity even amid severe 
opposition. Paul was persecuted and wrote to encourage the church to be strong and 
united. 

The church of Ephesus was perhaps the largest of the Christian churches and a 
major center of his ministry. Paul wanted “all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the 
province of Asia to hear the word of the Lord,” as written in Acts 19:10. Ephesus was 
also the center of pagan worship, such as the Temple of the Greek goddess Artemis. 
People traveled to Ephesus to visit the temple, and blacksmiths created trinkets and 
statues in her honor. In addition, Ephesus was the home of a large Jewish community 
with a synagogue there. Fortunately, many Ephesians came to faith in Christ, despite the 
objections to the gospel that were present wherever Paul established a sizable ministry in 
any location. Writing from a Roman prison, he intended that all who long for Christ-like 
maturity would receive this letter. 

One of the greatest lessons in Ephesians is Paul telling us that we are all of one 
body and one family found in v. 17, “!’ So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, 
that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind 
(NASB).” 

Here finally is the last concern which probably was on Paul’s mind and should 
have followed immediately in 3:1, 13—14; 4:1. In 3:1, he points out that he is “Paul, the 
prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles (NASB).” In 3:13—14, he asks them 
not to become discouraged about his tribulations on their behalf, [b]since they are your 


glory (NASB).” In 4:1, he urges them “to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 


4] 


which you have been called as a prisoner of the Lord,” and in 4:17, he speaks with an 
unmistakable tone of authority. Paul says as an ambassador of Christ. 

New Testament scholar N.T. Wright says that “it offers a breathtaking view of the 
entire landscape.” 7? While Pastor Robert Deffinbaugh calls it the “high road of New 
Testament revelation.” °° Wright and Deffinbaugh examine the characteristics of the 
epistle or letter. Is the Book of Ephesians a personal letter such as those written to 
Timothy, Titus, or Philemon? Nicholas Thomas Wright suggests that the letter is a 
circular letter to the church in Ephesus to be distributed to several local churches. The 
letter is not in the same format as his letters to Corinth, nor is it a teaching epistle. Robert 
Deffinbaugh perceives that the church in Ephesus was one of the well-taught churches 
that ever existed that Paul ministered to for nearly three years, and Timothy ministered 
after Paul left. And lastly, Wil Pounds, a Baptist missionary, says, there is “nothing like 
this in Paul’s other letters.” 3! 

Paul (the teacher), facing his earthly demise, signs off with his final thoughts to 
his students in the church of Ephesus and reflects on the purpose of his teaching; there 
were no more lessons to teach, that is, in becoming a church created in Jesus Christ and 
the glory of God. For example, the teacher and the student take Elijah and Elisha's final 
walk. Elisha served Elijah faithfully. Elisha served God’s purposes on earth through his 


faithful service to Elijah and is prepared to do even greater works than Elijah. 


° Nicolas Thomas Wright, Paul for Everyone: The Prison Letters (Louisville, KY: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2004), 10. 


3° Robert Deffinbaugh, The Uniqueness of Ephesians among the Epistles (Richardson, TX: 
Bible.org, 2004), https://bible.org/seriespage/1-uniqueness-ephesians-among-epistles. 


3! Wil Pounds, Ephesians: Queen of The Epistles (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 
http://www. abideinchrist.com/messages/ephintro.html. 
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Unfortunately, Elisha may or may not have realized it. Still, Elijah was about to give him 
a great responsibility as his successor to take the mantle and carry on where Elijah had 
left off. Just like Elijah wore a mantle of God’s power, Paul tells us to be strong and take 
up the armor of God: 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle 
is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with 
the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up 
the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God (Ephesians 6:10—17).”°? 
The student, the church of Ephesus, has finally joined, and Paul, the teacher, has 
sent them forth in the glory of God. What is his purpose for us and his goal for the 
church? It is as if we become the home of God, the dwelling place of God. God is 


building the church and all that He is in us. That is why He is calling us and making us. 


A Cultural Breakthrough 
Paul spent little time condemning people. On the contrary, he was constantly busy 
talking about the great grace of God and how much He had done for us. From a cultural 
perspective, it is crucial to consider Ephesus’s city’s social, traditional, and racial makeup. 
Paul’s teachings impacted the town. He did not condemn other religions and beliefs that 
attacked Christians. What is going on in the 21st Century? Is the church admitting defeat 


to going on the offensive by attacking belief practices? Rather than transforming 


32 Coogan, Ephesians 6:10-17, NRSVA, 2059-60. 
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individuals with the Gospel? Paul did not see his calling as preaching against sin and 


sinners. Instead, he spoke about the mysteries of the Kingdom and about the great love 
God has lavished upon us. 

Remember the Great Commission, Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news[a] to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized 
will be saved, but the one who does not believe will be condemned (Mark 16:15-16).”°? 
“Go into all the world” to try and reach as many people as possible with the gospel’s 
message. How did they carry out His command? The apostles or other disciples preached 
the gospel in the book of Acts. Paul strives to make the gospel known to others. He does 
not resort to gimmicks. He did not need to copy the unscriptural practices of the 
denominations. Looking at Paul and the apostles is a perfect example, rather than the 


denominations around us. 


Major Theme 

e Our Calling — Ephesians 1:3 — 2:10 

e Corporate Call — Ephesians 2:11 — 3:13 

e Spiritually Walking in Christ — Ephesians 4:1 — 6:9 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul concentrates on how we live in Christ. We 

have access to God, and the Book of Ephesians helps us see that we have abundance in 
Christ. Paul walks the believer through the doctrinal understanding of our identity in 
Christ and how that identity should shape our lives. For example, the phrases ‘In Christ 


Jesus’ and ‘in Him’ describe the believer’s spiritual position throughout this book. 


33 Coogan, Mark 16:15-16, NRSVA, 1824. 
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Therefore, we are identified ‘with Christ’ and ‘in Christ.’ Paul teaches us in Chapter 4 
how blessed we are in Christ and how our position in Christ shall lead us to walk in 
Christ. Understanding where you stand helps you see how you should walk. God 


designed the church so believers would live together as a family in the community. 


Our Calling 

The Book of Acts speaks of Paul’s calling (appointment), “When we had all fallen 
to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in Hebrew[a] language, “Saul, Saul, why are 
you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads (Acts 26:14).” *4 Paul 
persecuted God’s church, thinking he was part of the true religion. Still, he did not even 
know the true God at that point. God appointed Paul so that he could guide the Gentiles 
in changing their belief system from pagan deities to God. He would start where he could 
and trust that he could build a community on the other side of the world. Many followers 
saw the beauty and promise in the society of shared leadership who made the 
communities. We shortchange ourselves when we think of the struggle in terms of 
leadership. Consider the beauty and meaning in the battle, and it is there that we can find 
our best selves. 

Paul begins his letter by revealing God’s spiritual blessings for all believers in 
Christ, describing the new life God has given us in Christ. Ephesians 1:4-5 acknowledges, 
“We should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to 


adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself.”*> He asks God to open our eyes and 


34 Coogan, Acts 26:14, NRSVA, 1966. 


35 Coogan, Ephesians 1:4-5, NRSVA, 2054. 


45 
acknowledge the fullness of blessings, knowledge, and unity. Our calling is a powerful 


spiritual blessing we must value and recognize as God’s people. Not only has God chosen 
us, but He has chosen to bless us with the most extraordinary calling that humankind has 
ever known and could ever know. We should follow the example that Paul sets in 
Ephesians 3 of being grateful for the calling in our lives and the lives of others. 

In Matthew 22:14, Christ said, “Many are called, but few are chosen.”°° The 
difference is that those chosen to act on their calling and use it to change themselves, 
changing everything about us. These changes affect every part of our lives, and this is 
what the rest of Ephesians is about, detailing ways our Christian calling should be 


impacting our lives. 


Corporate Calling 


The relationship between Jews and Gentiles 

Paul argued that the Gentile converts did not need to become Jews to be proper 
Christians. He refers to life as a Christian as “a new creation” in 2 Corinthians 5:17. 
Where men and women have been “rescued from the power of darkness and transformed 
to the kingdom of God’s beloved son (Colossians 1:13-14).”?” Paul spoke of the Jews and 
Gentiles in the body of Christ. There will no longer be two bodies but one. Fortunately, 
this is not a big problem today, but it was a significant issue in the early church. Imagine 


the sound of the word Gentiles while the Jews cringe in fear. Here is the beginning of a 


36 Coogan, Matthew 22:14, NRSVA, 1779. 


37 Coogan, Colossians 1:13-14, NRSVA, 2069. 
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long trip to Rome where Paul, much like Christ, faced charges for which he was now 
imprisoned. In Ephesians 3:6, Paul says, “This mystery is that through the gospel the 
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers 

together in the promise in Christ Jesus,” °° thus creating unity between God’s people. 

Previously, Paul tells us to be one in Christ. He speaks of the Jew and Gentile 
alike as part of the same family. We are all unworthy and all saved by the same kindness 
of God. He explains how those saved through faith in Christ have become part of a 
family. The gospel acknowledges hope, promise, and a relationship with God to Jews and 
Gentiles alike. The Gentiles were both outsiders and treated as outsiders. Traditionally, in 
Judaism, these were people who did not belong to God’s family. These Gentile Christians 
were no longer excluded but were now family with all of God’s people. 

Love is a prominent theme in this passage (Ephesians 4:15-17) and the letter to 
the Ephesians. This passage begins and ends with the importance of loving relationships 
within the community. In Ephesians 4:2, “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love.” *? Of course, this love is only possible because the 
Christians in Asia Minor have been rooted and established in Christ’s love as written in 
3:17, *° which flows out of the fact that God predestined them long ago in love, such as, 
in Ephesians 1:4— 5.4! The love they apply in the community demonstrates the example 


of Christ’s love, who gave himself for us as an offering in Ephesians 5:1— 2. ** focus on 


38 Coogan, Ephesians 3:6, NRSVA, 2056. 
3° Coogan, Ephesians 4:2, NRSVA, 2057. 
4° Coogan, Ephesians 3:17, NRSVA, 2057. 
41 Coogan, Ephesians 1:4-5, NRSVA, 2054. 


# Coogan, Ephesians 5:1-2, NRSVA, 2058. 
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Ephesians 4:15-16, which addresses and identifies “speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 


4:15),” *? and growing together as an apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, or teacher, 
which are God’s gifts to the church that serve by training and equipping believers for 


ministry work to educate in the body of Christ. 


Word Study 

Instead, of speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 

respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him, 

the whole body joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work (Ephesians 

4:15-16, NRSVA).“ 

Arnold E. Clinton says, “The phrase speaking the truth comes from one word in 
Greek, which is used only one other time in Scripture (GAn8evwv), where it seems to refer 
primarily to teaching the Word of God or the preaching of the gospel.” 4° Could the 
phrase mean the same thing here? Paul writes that church growth is accomplished by 
speaking the truth of Scripture, especially gospel-related facts. Teaching and learning 
about Scripture is one of the primary keys to church growth. God provided Scripture 
because His people could learn Scripture and grow into maturity. 

Who is the head, Christ (6c éott 1) KE@aAn, Xptotdc)? Paul explains the identity 


and function of the one into whom (sic adtév; 4:15b) Christians will grow.*° Paul stresses 


that he is the ultimate source of growth and guides this corporate body. In other words, as 


*® Coogan, Ephesians 4:15, NRSVA, 2057. 


“4 Coogan, The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha 
(New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2010), 2057. 


4 Clinton E. Arnold, “Ephesians, 4:15-16,” Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: 
Ephesians (Grand Rapids, MI: HarperCollins Christian Publishing, 2010), 256-61, https://ebookcentral- 
proquest-com.dtl.idm.oclc.org/lib/dtl/reader.action?docID=539773 8&ppg=7, ProQuest EBook Central. 


46 Arnold, Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: Ephesians, NRSVA, 257. 
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the head (ke@aAn), Christ is the leader of the church. He nourishes and supplies all that 


the body needs for its growth. He actively stimulates and directs the church’s ministry, 
providing it with all it needs to develop and reach maturity. 

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament (é& od nav 10 cHua ovvapporoyovpevov Kai ovuPiPaCopevov Sa méGNS Eric 
tic ém1yopnyiac). Arnold states “from whom” (é& ob), provides a sharp contrast with the 
“into him” (gic avtov) of the previous verse. The church grows into Christlikeness and 
derives its ability from the resurrected and ascended Christ himself.*” Paul maintains that 
the head of the church enables all the members to work together. And when we all work 
together, we grow in Him. With no head as the source, there is no reason for unity in the 
church, and we would never grow spiritually. 

Finally, it grows and builds itself up in love (Greek: weyaraovet kat ytiCetat oTHV 
ayérn).** Paul’s vision for the church is that each member of the group will actively 
contribute to the growth of the body and thus grow in maturity. Only truth transforms 
lives. Only the truth of God helps people grow spiritually. The church grows when lives 
are changed, and people begin to mature. Speaking the truth by itself is not enough. Paul 
clarifies that we talk about the fact that it must be present in love. In addition, these 
elements are essential to spiritual growth and maturity, and we cannot do without them. 
Of course, all of these depend totally on the other; we can do nothing without Him. Paul 


tells us we cannot hope to develop and mature spiritually independently. God, in His 


47 Arnold, Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: Ephesians, NRSVA, 260. 


48 William D. Mounce, Mounce's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing, 2006), 94. 
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mercy, has placed us in His body (the church), so we will benefit from every other 
member of that body and all the resources to become what God wishes us to be. 

Just as he did in Ephesians 2:20 — 22, Paul mixes the imagery of biological 
growth (avéGv@) with a construction metaphor (oikodopn). According to Paul’s vision, 
the development of the church is multifaceted. He sees the church growing in numbers, 
knowledge, and Christian virtue. His primary concern is that it grows in love (év ayazn). 
Love is the contributing factor to which growth occurs and the goal of Christian maturity. 
Love is the ultimate condition for assessing the Church’s change and development. Even 
in his other letters, Paul was relieved and joyful when Timothy returned from 
Thessalonica with a thriving report about their love for one another in 
1 Thessalonians 3:6. It is essential to recognize that love is a social virtue. It cannot be 


seen or manifested by living in isolation from other believers. 


Conclusion 

It is necessary to return to the beginning. What is the purpose of the church? The 
church is essential to the development and growth of maturity for every believer. Barry 
Van Wyk says, “Christ has endowed every individual with special abilities to minister to 
all the other members. It is the responsibility of the divinely gifted leaders to equip the 
members for a life of mutual service.”*? Paul suggests that the ministry’s goal is to help 
all believers grow in the knowledge of Christ, faith, maturity, and manifest love for one 
another in the community’s life. Leaders must nurture their members by addressing their 


needs, training believers, and encouraging them to do service work. Much more research 


# Barry van Wyk. ”The Verdict . . ., and sit Together in Heaven (Ephesians 2:6).” Pretoria, 
Volume 75, Issue 4, 2019. doi: 10.4102/hts.v7514.5296. 
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can go into Ephesians 4:15-16; this paper aims to provide an outline and foundation of its 
relevance today. 

Paul was a traveling preacher. He was eager to preach to crowds. He fulfilled his 
mission from God by planting the church of Christ in vastly populated cities such as 
Ephesus. His version of the text was unity, community, and diversity. In Ephesus, many 
came to trade, sell, and distribute goods that offered a multitude of culture and church 
growth. And while he sat in prison, his only thought was what would happen to the 
church. I can relate to his final words. I hope they will continue his mission to bring 
harmony and wholeness to the community where everyone is accepted, that is, travelers, 
Gentiles, and Jews. 

Paul did not want two churches, one Jewish and one Gentile. He stresses the unity 
of the Church and the fact that Jews and Gentiles become ONE in Christ. In other words, 
the church is a significant asset to the development and growth of maturity for every 
believer because “Christ has sovereignly endowed every individual with unique abilities 
to minister to all the other members.”*° Church unity thrives on diversity. Every member 
makes a unique contribution to the well-being and proper functioning of the body. Each 
member profits from the different viewpoints of other members. Without this diversity, 
guidance, and direction, it would be impossible to function in complete balance. 

Unfortunately, diversity can also produce tension in the church. Paul said we must 
learn to appreciate ourselves as members and contributors to the same church. Can we 


overcome social, personal, and interactive tensions? So do not get upset at someone if 


°C, E. Arnold, Ephesians, Exegetical Commentary on The New Testament, 10 Kindle Edition, 
Zondervan (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 487. 
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they have a viewpoint different from yours. Instead, appreciate the balance and rightness 
it can bring to your ideas. 

Paul already had built community elsewhere, creating deep relationships and 
gaining the trust and the willingness of many local churches to support his new endeavor. 
He also loved doing something almost impossible: infectious. He ruled out failure, and he 
did not rule out success. Determination makes the difference, which is part of what Paul 
speaks of in the Book of Ephesians. 

The Book of Ephesians goes beyond the church role, our call to ministry, and our 
call to serve and grow. The purpose of the church is a form of beauty that makes struggle 
bearable. Paul was exhausted, but he realized he was alive when creating something that 
had not existed before. Paul made the team, and they could teach each other through an 
emotional connection held by the beauty and the tremendous burden. He stretched his 
leadership and specific skills to enable the church in Ephesus to grow in new, powerful 
directions. He represents the best of leaders. The Lord chose Paul to be the apostle to the 
Gentiles. Ephesians 3:6 speaks of how Christ brings both Gentile and Jew together, “that 
is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Having explored Ephesians 4:15-16 which speaks of our contribution to the 
church and deep relationship to the community, this candidate will focus on the urban 
women in ministry and how they historically set a precedence for future women in 
ministry. In addition, we can move from the traditional format of the church to a more 


receptive approach outside the walls. 


CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 


Often courage and fear are viewed as opposite experiences, and they are related: 
Fear is a familiar and natural feeling, but bravery comes from overcoming it. 


Eshakhia Sobukwe 

Imagine hearing stories of triumph, overcoming loss, and personal 
accomplishments of black women who set precedents in a time of servitude and 
enslavement, which came at a cost. Individuals like Fannie Lou Hamer', Jarena Lee’, 
Sojourner Truth?, Rosa Parks, and Harriet Tubman fought for freedom, justice, and civil 
rights. Here lies the extraordinary resilience of African-American women through their 
sheer will and determination to live to see another day. The candidate will examine and 
engage in the works and contributions of Black women who shaped history—challenging 


the narrative of the Black experience. 


' Fannie Lou Hamer (Oct. 6, 1917-March 14, 1977), voting and women’s rights activist, 
community organizer, a leader in the civil rights movement, co-founder/vice-chair of the Freedom 
Democratic Party, which she represented at the 1964 Democratic National Convention. 


? Jarena Lee (February 11, 1783 —?) was the first female preacher in the African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church. In 1836, she published The Life and Religious Experience of Jarena Lee, a 
Coloured Lady, giving an account of her call to preach the gospel. She published an extended version in 
1849. 


3 Sojourner Truth, born Isabella Baumfree (1797 — November 26, 1883), was an American 
abolitionist and women’s rights activist. She gave herself the name Sojourner Truth in 1843 after she 
became convinced that God had called her to leave the city and go into the countryside, testifying to the 
hope in her. 


52 


33 


They remind cultures to rise above people who try to define them because no one 
can tell anyone where they belong. However, while these women’s contributions to 
history are significant, countless other Black women are less known but equally 
significant in fully understanding the American experience. This composition pays tribute 
to numerous other women of color and those who contributed to Black tradition and 
culture to bring awareness to the historical, biblical, and theological foundations of 
building the Black church, specifically its role in its establishment. 

Our ancestors suffered under the nightmare of enslavement to build families and 
survive. It is imperative to look at how race, gender, class, sexual orientation, or ability 
status might together impact mental health.+ Black women were being ripped apart and 
sold off in the slave trade despite not being able to defend against the vicious sexual 
advances of their masters; inability to acquire skills; the difficulty of withstanding torture, 
degradation, and the denial to learn to read and write; and to put off the gratification of 
freedom from bondage. While these women accomplished remarkable things, they also 
survived despite oppression. What can we learn from their stories? 

Furthermore, how can we make space for the diverse narratives of Black women 
yet to be told? If people cannot imagine a future, then their culture will die. Fear is a 
familiar and natural feeling, but bravery comes from overcoming it. Black culture did not 
die-it was planted, watered, given light, and nurtured in the Black church, away from 
those who would choke its life. Passing the church its due is a source of our ancestors’ 


resiliency through music, dance, and song; textual exegesis and interpretation; 


4 Naomi Drakeford. “Strong Black Woman: An Exploration of Coping, Suppression, and 
Psychological Distress.” (Doctoral dissertation, University of Akron, 2017), 2. 
http://rave.ohiolink.edu/etde/view?acc_num=akron 14838259 10330624 
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memorizing and reading; and mastering its voice. Failure to recognize the church is a 
great disservice if we do not acknowledge it as the first formal organization within 


African American culture, such as service to service, week by week, Sunday to Sunday. 


Establishing the Black Church 

A large cast iron pot (cauldron) hanging over an open fire, representing a rich 
history in Black tradition and the beginning of the Black church, used for cooking or 
boiling, with a lid and an arc-shaped hanger. Traditional Black culture has a rich history 
using the cauldron. The pot symbolizes a structure Black people created to combat a 
practice designed to crush their spirit. 

Collectively, they refused to allow that to happen, and the culture they created 
was inspirational, majestic, and rebellious to the larger culture of enslavement that sought 
to destroy their humanity. Tracing African Americans’ survival reinvents how our 
ancestors reestablished the religion their masters thought would keep them subservient. 
Instead, religion enabled them and their descendants to learn, grow, develop, interpret, 
and invent again in the world where they were trapped, allowing them to bide their time, 
fight for their freedom, and continue fighting for ours. It also gave them the courage to 
turn the mirror of religion back on their masters, exposing their hypocrisy and the reality 
they endured. 

Here is a look at how Black people communicated in the Black community. It was 
an interpersonal experience among enslaved people where they bonded, prayed, 
embraced spiritually, celebrated, grew, and formed kinship relations. As a community, 


they depended on these traditions and the history that fed it to survive, holistically 


oe) 


creating a robust, unanimous environment for all Black people. Let us look at these 
warrior women who changed the course of history. 

For example, Pentecostal women believed they were qualified because the Spirit 
dispatched them to preach the gospel. They based this belief on Jesus’ promise in Acts 
1:8 and Joel’s promise in 2:28-29, which Peter quoted on the Day of Pentecost. They 
often cited Paul’s admonition that in Christ, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:8).” They interpreted 
Paul’s prohibitions concerning women teaching and preaching in 1 Corinthians 14:35 and 
1 Timothy 2:11-14 as dealing with local situations. However, Joel promised, “Your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy.” They saw it as a universal principle to be believed 
and acted upon during these last days when God poured out His Spirit on “all flesh.’”> 
Wesleyan Holiness denominations believe that “interracial worship was a sign of the true 
Church,” ° with both whites and blacks ministering regularly in Church of God 


congregations, which invited people of all races to worship there.’ 


Women Preachers in the Church 
This candidate proposes to bring forth the lack of women preachers in the church to 
provide evidence of the need for women and their call to serve in ministry. Black women 


made history, and we should know their stories. Kali Nicole Gross, one of the co- 


5 Denzel R. Miller. The Women of Azusa Street: Four Spirit-Anointed Leaders of the Azusa. 
(Springfield, MO: AJA Publications), 7. 


® Estreida J. Alexander, Black Fire: One Hundred Years of African American Pentecostalism. 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2011), 83. 


7 African Americans were drawn to Methodism due to the father of Methodism’s (John Wesley) 
opposition to the whole system of slavery, his commitment to Jesus Christ, and the evangelical appeal to 
the suffering and the oppressed. 
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authors of A Black Women’s History of the United States, says, “Black women have been 


demanding justice and liberty and have fought for it in ways great and small.”* This 
candidate will showcase Black women’s lives in all their burdened complexities, 
prioritizing the many voices of enslaved women, freedwomen, religious leaders, and 
women who lived outside the law. The essay will explore Black women’s history and act 
as a testament to the beauty, tragedy, heartbreak, rage, and enduring love in the spirit of 
Black women in communities nationwide. 

Jarena Lee, Louise Celia Fleming, Harriet Tubman, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, Sojourner Truth, Louise Celia Fleming, and Shirley Chisholm proved that 
financial status, social status, and gender have nothing to do with God’s call to preach the 
gospel of Christ. They have influenced the Black community through their collective 
activities in the Black church during slavery, the women’s club movement, women’s 
missionary societies, and political organizations. As Black women, they were more 
significant than the boxes society put them in, proving that nothing is impossible for our 
Lord. God had other plans. The suffering and sacrifice they faced have not gone 
unnoticed. Their autobiographical writings offer invaluable insight into each woman’s 
effort to create the significance of the church to African-American literature. They were 
eloquent witnesses to their faith and pioneers in preaching to everyone. 

These women accomplished remarkable things. They survive despite unrelenting 
oppression. By learning about their experiences, we can understand and pay tribute to 
Black women throughout America. What can we learn from their stories? Black women 


are affected by poverty, inequality, and social injustice that impacted the community, the 


8 Daina Ramey Berry, PhD and Kali Nicole Gross, PhD. A Black Women’s History of the United 
States. Kindle version. (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2020), Introduction. 
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church, and their lives. They were committed to serving, whether in or out of the church, 
which allowed them to build a relationship with the community. Black women fulfilled 
their calling by establishing an urban ministry: 

1) that met the spiritual, physical, and social needs of the marginalized and 
overlooked. 

2) recognize the diversity, culture, and complexity of people who call these urban 
cities home. 

3) employ various strategies to make a positive impact, i.e., community 
development, education, counseling, and outreach programs, and 

4) build a healthier community, empower individuals, and promote social justice. 
Furthermore, how can we make space for the diverse narratives of Black women yet to be 
told? Historian Henry Gates, Jr, the author of The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This 
Is Our Song, said, “While the backbone of the church has been Black women almost 
from the very beginning, their roles have both been suppressed within the church and 
forgotten when recounting its history.”? He explains how the Black church explore its 
origin and pay tribute to the overlooked work of Black women for the Black church. 

These Black women’s literary works are vital because they acknowledge their 
identities and tell their stories. They recognize the social oppression of Black women, 
retelling their stories as they struggle for moral support and the rediscovery of a self- 
identity. At the same time, they connect our cultural values, oral traditions, and 


experiences that support our spiritual forces, thus establishing meaning within suffering. 


° Henry Louis Gates, The Black Church: This Is Our Story, This Is Our Song (United Kingdom: 
Penguin Books, 2022), 119. 
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There is no absence of sorrow when doing Womanist work. Womanist theology offers a 
prophetic strategy to reclaim and restructure the role of Black women for themselves. 

With all of this in mind, the gender issue in the church is not going away, and it 
seems that the divisions within the church on this issue will continue into the 21st century. 
Cultural factors continue to exert significant external pressure on the church to 
accommodate females in leadership positions. There is still considerable work for the 
church to comprehend women in church leadership. The dispute of women in church 
leadership often leads to discussions about topics and concepts and the breakdown of 
cultural (and biblical) boundaries related to gender roles and how the Holy Spirit equips 
and uses both women in the gospel ministry. 

The works and contributions of these warriors show the possibilities of a new 
church dynamic from the influence of persons and movements that helped develop it. 
Like many of our ancestors before us, they lived in faith. Through discipleship, witness, 
and preaching, God equipped these women to serve and build up the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11 says, “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors, and teachers.” !° Each woman bravely and unwaveringly 
stood fighting to overcome desegregation to create freedom and equality. They 
strategically offered different approaches to influence and improve human rights for all 
races and individuals in the United States. Their hypotheses concentrated on: 

1) social circumstances, 


2) their educational upbringing, and 


'0 Coogan, et al., Ephesians 4:11, NRSVA, 205. 
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3) their life experiences have played a considerable role in their individual and 


respective ideologies. 

Lee’s autobiography offers invaluable insight into one woman’s efforts to 
overcome the limitations imposed by a racist and sexist culture. It shows the significance 
of the church to African-American literature. Jarena Lee (a former enslaved woman) 
taught herself how to read and write while working as a domestic servant for a white 
family. Jarena was very spiritual and never found a religious community that was right 
for her. That changed when she attended the Mother Bethel African Methodist Episcopal 
(A.M.E.) Church in Philadelphia, heard Bishop Richard Allen (a former enslaved man) 
speak. Around 1807, Jarena felt God calling her. To her dismay, women were not 


“34 Women should be silent 


allowed to talk in most churches. A line from the Bible says, 
in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be subordinate, as the law 
also says. *° If there is anything they desire to know, let them ask their husbands at home. 
For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. (1 Corinthians 14:34-35).”!! When 
Jarena asked Bishop Allen if she could preach at Mother Bethel, he told her it was 
prohibited. Jarena was very disappointed. She later wrote: “If the man may preach, 
because the Savior died for him, why not the woman? Seeing he died for her also. Is he 
not a whole Savior instead of a half one?”!? 

Jarena married Pastor Jason Lee four years later and gave birth to six children, but 


only two survived. God called her to preach throughout the marriage, but her husband 


caused her mental and physical discomfort by telling her this was prohibited. So many 


"! Coogan et al. ‘1 Corinthians 14: 34-35.’ NRSVA 2019. 


"2 Jarena Lee. “The Subject To Call Rewarded and Become a Preacher.” Religious Experience and 
Journal of Mrs. Jarena Lee (1849). Kindle Ed.(Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publishing, LLC, 2010). 
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preachers make the grave mistake of misinterpreting Paul’s Epistle. Paul’s theology did 
include women. Misinterpreting Paul’s theology does the church, the body of Christ, a 
disservice and carries illness to every part of the body.- her societal role as mother, wife, 
sister, and daughter. We are valuable. However, her autobiography intimates her 
frustration with the subordinate role of the wife. !* 

Her husband died in 1817. She returned to Philadelphia and attended the Mother 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church again, with the conviction that God 
wanted her to preach. In 1819, a guest preacher stumbled over his words, and Jarena 
stood up and began to preach, finishing his sermon. Her sermon so moved Richard Allen 
that he appointed her the first female minister of the A.M.E. Church. Jarena became an 
itinerant preacher, traveling on foot nationwide. She would preach to anyone but sought 
out African Americans. Jarena preached in homes, schools, and open fields. Jarena and 
the other female preachers were trailblazers, part of a broad spiritual movement. 
In the beginning, Jarena was not allowed to preach in church. According to the church 
leaders, it went against the teachings of the Bible. By her death in 1855, religious 
women like Sojourner Truth met with U.S. presidents to demand the abolition of slavery. 
Renita Weems, the author of Just a Sister Away, states, “When our backs are up against a 
wall, when we feel abandoned when we find ourselves needing another woman’s help, 
we, like Hagar, need a woman who will ‘sister’ us, not exploit us. We need a sister whose 


genuine mercy is steadfast, consistent, and free, not pity, which is episodic, random, and 


'3 Jarena Lee. “The Marriage.” The Life and Religious Experience of Jarena Lee: Giving An 
Account of her Call To Preach the Gospel (1836). (Scotts Valley, CA: Create Space Independent 
Publishing Platform, 2017), 18. 
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moody.”!4 Regardless of the similarities or differences, women of color are harnessing 
their collective wisdom, building families, communities, and churches to influence future 


generations and use their faith to avoid the construction of stereotypes. 


Women of color are essential. 

The Apostle Paul teamed up with women to start churches. Paul built churches at 
significant risk to himself. He traveled from city to city proclaiming the gospel and 
organizing converts into churches. He did not achieve these things alone. Paul worked in 
church planning teams that included women, i.e., Euodia and Syntyche. He tells them to 
“help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together 
with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the Book of life. (Phil. 
Ase? 

Paul did not specify their exact role. He regarded them as equal partners in 
ministry, “fellow workers (refer to Rom. 16:3; 1 Cor. 3:9; Phm. 1:24).”!° As Michelle 
Lee-Barnewall observes in Neither Complementarian nor Egalitarian, “The focus on 
authority, leadership, equality, and rights tends to lead to yes or no answers that do not 
prompt deeper questioning.”'’ We must ask why today’s church does not have more 
teams of men and women like Paul. We need to ask why debates about women and their 


roles end up with restrictions from areas of service that the Bible does not prohibit. We 


4 Renita Weems. Just a Sister Away: 4 Womanist Vision of Women's Relationships in the Bible. 
(San Diego, CA: LuraMedia Global, 1988), 17. 


> Coogan et al. ‘Philippians 4:3,’ NRSVA 2065. 


® Coogan et al. ‘Rom. 16:3; 1 Cor. 3:9; Phm. 1:24,7 NRSVA 1997, 2004, 2102. 


7 Michelle Lee-Barnewall. Neither Complementarian nor Egalitarian: A Kingdom Corrective to 
the Gender Debate. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academics, 2016), 13. 
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have questions about how we, as women, serve on ministry teams. Women are essential 
to fulfilling the Great Commission. Their lives and ministries are necessary. Our Lord’s 
last words embrace as a charge for the entire church, i.e., women and men (refer to 
Matthew 28:19—20). 

Sojourner Truth!® was a fierce warrior for social justice. Here lies the story of an 
enslaved woman who became one of American history’s most critical social justice 
activists. She was born into slavery and never learned to read or write. With little to no 
money, she traveled throughout the Northeast, telling her story, often walking from place 
to place and sometimes sleeping outdoors, promoting the end of slavery and supporting 
women’s rights. She met abolitionist leaders Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, 
and David Ruggles. 

Although Sojourner lacked education and her Dutch accent made her something 
of an outsider, the power of her words and convictions impressed all those around 
her.!? Like Lee, Sojourner Truth encountered fierce opposition from pro-slavery groups 
wherever she traveled. However, although severely beaten, Sojourner never stopped 
touring and teaching. Her injuries left her with a limp for the rest of her life. 

e Sojourner recruited soldiers for the Union Army when the Civil War began. 


e In 1864, she worked for the National Freedman’s Relief Association”? to 
improve the lives and prospects of free Black people in Washington, D.C., and 


'8 Sojourner Truth. Ain ’t Ja Woman. Ohio Womans’ Rights Convention-Old Stone Church, Akron, 
OH, 1851. http:/Awww.commonlit.org/en.tests/ain-t-i-a-woman-1. 


' Tn 1851, Truth gave the famous ‘Ain’t a Woman’ speech at the Ohio Women’s Rights 
Convention. A white publisher changed the text of the address to make Sojourner sound more Southern, 
altering her public image. This version of the speech is still the most widely known today. 


20 In 1864, Truth worked at the National Freedman's Relief Association in Washington DC to 
improve conditions for former enslaved individuals and at the Freedman's Hospital. She met with President 
Abraham Lincoln in October 1864. In 1865, she rode public horse-drawn streetcars in Washington, DC, in 
supporting their desegregation. https://davidrugglescenter.org/sojourner-truth/. 
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e After the war, she lobbied the U.S. government to grant land to newly freed Black 
men and women. 


Black people would never be free until they achieved economic prosperity, and 
she knew owning land was an essential first step. Traveling throughout the United States 
and giving speeches about women’s rights, prison reform, and desegregation, she was a 
passionate champion of social justice until her death on November 26, 1883. Without a 
genuine understanding of their religious beliefs or political views, one would assume 
these women were unconventional and forceful and spoke as a means to an end. Despite 
hardship, sacrifice repercussions, and the lack of depth of life experiences or purpose, 
they could see the true spirituality of the mission. This candidate would argue that 
women were the first and foremost exemplars of what it means to be a preacher. Curious 
to learn more about how religion could bring about such a profound transformation in the 
lives of others, reading their life stories inspired me to imagine the ever-expansive 


possibility of studying the benefits of their struggles. 


The Old Patriarchal System 

They stood amid the old patriarchal system designed for men, demanding a 
radical change and endorsing the empowerment of Black identity. Bishop Richard Allen 
created a place of worship for Black people, making his vision a reality: a church for 
Blacks without segregation. Bishop Allen appointed Jarena Lee (the first African- 
American female pastor), who opened the door for women of color to serve in the Black 
community. Not only did Lee serve the congregation, but she was also available to 
counsel women members. Unfortunately, there is a sense of privacy intrusion or 


disconnect for a woman when discussing feminine issues, i.e., child abuse or domestic 
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violence. The Apostle Paul believed that there was a need for women to serve in the 


community. Otherwise, these women might fall within the cracks and appear in the 
emergency room or the morgue. 

The traditional roles of a woman was mother, sister, and wife standing in the 
background fixed as cook, housekeeper, and nurturer while carrying on other household 
duties, never moving far from that position, requesting that the church review and 
reevaluate its position. Naomi Drakeford says, “The unique experiences of Black women 
may be tied to conceptualizations of Black womanhood, which includes expectations to 
manage multiple roles and responsibilities in the home, workplace, and community” 7! 
The solid Black woman stereotype includes expectations to care for others and prioritize 
the needs of others, often neglecting one’s own needs and handling anything and 
everything thrown her way. Her strength is often viewed with a sense of pride by herself 
and others in the Black community (Abrams et al., 2014).” 

Here, the patriarchal system is challenged, revealing extraordinary individuals 
who sought deeper religious truths to attain a sense of self. Women discovered the racial 
and spiritual significance of their presence in the church and recognized their conscious 
efforts to negotiate as African-American women on their terms. Moreover, here lies the 
problem and promise of pursuing the memory and meaning of women’s legacies with 


greater fullness into the future. The unwelcome voices of these women (to the men in the 


2! Drakeford, Naomi, 3. 


22 J. A. Maxwell, M. Abrams, M. Pope, F. Z. Belgrave. “Carrying the World With 
the Grace of a Lady and the Grit of a Warrior: Deepening Our Understanding of the 
‘Strong Black Woman’ Schema.” Psychology of Women Quarterly, 2014, 38, 503-518. 
doi: 10.1177/03616843 14541418. 
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church) were frightening because they were not afraid of the truth and understood the 
cost. 

In 2014, President Obama addressed the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA). He spoke of division and asked for their support to choose hope over fear, 
saying, “We choose hope over fear. We see the future not as something out of our control 
but as something we can shape for the better through concerted and collective effort.”° 

This quote is relevant for women and the traditional roles previously established. 
Change is inevitable. Richardson says, “ Black woman leaders have strategically staged 
the trope in the public sphere, within their speeches and writings, as they claimed voice, 
agency, and authority .. . which has alienated black women based on race and gender. 
gender. ** Growing up in a culture defined by prejudice, poverty, and privilege, the 
teachings of Jesus Christ became the framework and conviction of every member of the 
body of Christ. Dr. King wrote, “There was a time when the church was very powerful. It 
was during that period that the early Christians rejoiced when they were deemed worthy to 
suffer for what they believed. In those days, the church was not merely a thermometer that 
recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was the thermostat that transformed 


the mores of society””> 


William Seymour once said, “I can say, through the power of the Spirit, which 


wherever God can get a people that will come together in one accord and one mind in the 


3 President Barack Obama Speech. New York City, NY: United Nations Assembly Hall, 2014. 
https://obamawhitehouse. archives. gov/the-press-office/20 1 4/09/24/remarks-president-obama-address- 
united-nations-general-assembly. 


4 Riché Richardson. “From Rosa Parks’s Quiet Strength to Memorializing a National Mother.” In 
Emancipation’s Daughters: Reimagining Black Femininity and the National Body. Durham, North 
Carolina: Duke University Press, 2021, 87-127. https://do1.org/10.2307/j.ctv1dvOw3k.7. 


°5 Martin Luther King, Jr., Letter From the Birmingham Jail (Birmingham, AL: Birmingham Jail, 
April 16, 1963), 51. 
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Word of God, the baptism of the Holy Ghost will fall upon them, like as at Cornelius’ 


house.””° He declared that there is no difference between men and women, rich and poor, 
black and white, that the church should be the model of equality for all people, and that 
all people should be welcome to worship together. When the Holy Spirit poured out in a 
small church group in Los Angeles, history unfolded from outside the building to the 
most incredible miracles experienced inside the structure. Testimonies of the deaf hearing, 
the blind seeing, and healing the sick were daily phenomena. Services began running 
night and day at Azusa Street. At times, there were up to nine services a day. The Revival 
continued for three years. Unfortunately, the very beliefs that began the Azusa Street 
Revival also ended. Racial issues inside the congregation started to divide the 
members. Several pastors who believed in the baptism of the Holy Spirit and came to the 
Revival would openly criticize Seymour for his belief in racial integration inside the 
church. He died on September 28, 1922, from a heart attack. Many said he died of a 
broken heart after years of continued division and argument inside the movement. 
Womanist theology is a prophetic voice involved in the well-being of the African- 
American community, i.e., male and female, adults and children, and the young and old. 
Womanist theology helps Black women see, sustain, and confirm the importance of their 
experience and faith in determining the character of religion and spirituality in the 
African-American community. Womanist theology challenges all forces that hinder 


Black women and “their struggle to survive and develop a positive, productive quality of 


6 Allan Heaton and William Joseph Seymour, In Handbook of Pentecostal Christianity, edited by 
Adam Stewart, Cornell University Press, 2012, 186-89, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7591/j.ctv177t9v5.45. 
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life conducive to a family’s freedom and well-being, thus opposing any subjectivity on 


race, sex, class, sexual preference, physical ability, and caste.””’ 


Women taking Leadership 

Women have undoubtedly played pivotal roles in the growth and ministry of the 
church since the time of Christ. Jesus considered women as equals. As the church 
flourished, many women lived out the Christian life, and some, such as Perpetua, 
demonstrated their allegiance to Christ through martyrdoms. Women suffered violently 
from torture and painful execution by wild animals and paid gladiators in the earliest 
writing of Perpetua, a wealthy matron and a nursing mother in prison for being a 
Christian. She records her testimony in her diary with the support of other prisoners, men, 
and women. Perpetua claims the power to define the meaning of her death. One can see 
women caught up in this political struggle, actively relinquishing the role of mother, 
daughter, and sister to define identity solely spiritually. The personal diary offers an 
intimate look at one early Christian woman’s spiritual journey, however horrific or heroic 
her behavior may seem. 

All in all, women and men are equal in the eyes of God. Overall, scripture 
maintains that women and men are equal. Hence, the Bible does not delineate particular 
roles for each gender, especially concerning the church. No one denies that God has set 
apart women for essential roles in church life. Women serve as deaconesses, directors of 


church ministries, teachers of women and children, and in other capacities as directed in 1 


27 Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness, 67. 
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Timothy 2:9-15, Romans 16:1-5, and 1 Corinthians 11:1-3. To sum up, the church could 


not function without the contribution of women. 

Initially, Paul’s letters offer essential insight into the internal workings of the 
early Christian churches. Such groups did not own church buildings but met in homes. 
Women played vital roles, taking leadership roles in house churches. Paul recognized 
these women as the leaders of such house churches, i.e., Apphia in Philemon 2 and Prisca 
in 1Corinthians 16:19. Other texts bear witness to this practice, such as Lydia of Thyatira 
in Acts 16:15 and Nympha of Laodicea in Colossians 4:15. Bradley. B. Blue, the author of 
In Public and Private: The Role of the House Church in Early Christianity, says, 
“Missional proclamation takes place in the public arena of the temple, the hall of 
Solomon, the marketplace (agora), and Mars Hill (the Areopagus) or the hall of Tyrannus. 
In contrast, the life of the church (the Lord’s Supper, instruction, prayer) takes place in 
the private sphere of individual houses.”?® 

Women holding office played significant roles in group worship. In addition, Paul 
greets Phoebe (a deacon) in Romans 16:1 and accepts that women are praying and 
prophesying during worship in 1 Corinthians 11. As prophets, women’s roles included 
preaching, teaching, leading prayer, and performing the eucharist meal. The Didache 
(Greek: A1dayn), meaning teaching, assumes that this duty fell regularly to Christian 
prophets. Even though the Didache did not find its way into the final canon of the New 


Testament, it is a valuable manual for Christian living, even today, condensed into a 


°8 Bradley B. Blue, /n Public and Private: The Role of the House Church in Early Christianity 
(Scotland, UK: University of Aberdeen, 1989), 15. 
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piece of wisdom and instruction.”? Given these points, women had agency outside and 
inside the church. 

Historically, defining womanhood has been confused with the due diligence of 
sacrifice and the perplexed attitude of a patriarchal society. This attitude continues to 
inhibit the role of Black women. Renee Harrison, the author of Enslaved Women and the 
Art of Resistance in Antebellum America articulates the true meaning of womanhood, 
saying, “At the core of their being, beneath the layers of multidimensional oppression and 
violence was a river, an indigenous wellspring of womanist vitality. Domestic, sexual, 
sister-hood, and self-violence may have damned these resilient, healing, protesting waters 
to a trickle; however, it was enough for the women to draw on to push through, press on, 
and transcend any obstacle in their path.”*° Black history validates the humble and 
courageous women God has raised and used. The social climate in the early African- 
American church was highly discriminatory. Despite this fact, Black women experienced 
visions, and the spiritual search for Jesus would take them to places where few Black 
men dared to go: 

1) Bringing people together regardless of social boundaries. 

2) Melding all races together, and 


3) Filling them with the power of God, baptized by one Spirit into one body. 


>? Rev. James Socias, et al. The Didache Bible: With Commentaries Based on the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. Kindle Version. (Downers Grove, IL: Midwest Theological Forum Incorporated, 
2022). 


3° Renee Harrison. Enslaved Women and the Art of Resistance in Antebellum America. (New 
York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009), 147. ProQuest Ebook Central. https://ebookcentral-proquest- 
com.dtl.idm.oclce.org/lib/dtl/reader.action?docID=555494 &ppg=162. 
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Over time, Black women became forceful and influential speakers who emerged 
in a crisis and held the most powerful positions within the Black community. Christianity 
was a fine-tuned religion for the white and Black men to prolong the suppression of the 


Black race and women. 


Overcoming Racism and Bigotry in the Church 

Nevertheless, knowing that they would face many advocacies and complications, 
Jarena Lee and Sojourner Truth went forward through faith, spirituality, and their call to 
serve, protecting the injustice and self-centeredness of others. Jarena Lee, Sojourner 
Truth, and many other well-known and unknown women are deeply etched into the Black 
culture because they beautifully captured the human experience. More importantly, their 
work challenged the powers that be to attempt to shut down racism and segregation and 
bring about a new era of racial unity. 

In retrospect of the problem and hypothesis of this project, RENEWING THE 
CHURCH FOR ITS ROLE IN DISCIPLESHIP WITHIN THE URBAN 
COMMUNITY, this candidate would suggest that the church must clarify its position to 
bear witness to Jesus Christ, no longer giving allegiance to a system of segregation.*! The 
church has many channels of communication. Unfortunately, Black and white societies 
hate each other because of fear and separatism. The greatest tragedy is that there is often 


little dialogue between them. This project compounds the church’s responsibility to open 


3! Martin Luther King, Jr., “The Church on the Frontier of Racial Tension” (Sermon delivered at 
The Southern Baptist Seminary (Louisville, KY: The Southern Baptist Seminary, 1963), 7. 
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communication and move into social reform. The church’s role is to act where there is 
injustice and take a stand that begins by removing segregation from its own being. 

God used these humble women as an example through spiritual empowerment 
and unity. Boldly preaching on the text is critical to the prophecy of navigating through 
the present storm of racism and unlocking a greater calling. How will future ministries 
build on the energy of these women? What will happen when love surpasses all cultural 
differences? 

Women’s voices resonated throughout the world, catching everyone’s attention. 
Their roles and contributions to the community were compassion, love, and unselfish 
devotion to those in need and people experiencing poverty. Spiritual care and counseling 
were two of their greatest gifts. 

Many women have come before us, some known and some unknown, whose 
stories remain untold. Our role in the church has had its limitations, although we have 
endured through sacrifice, trial, and error and victoriously stood against adversity and 
patriarchy. Black women historically played a vital role in the strength, unity, and growth 
of the community in which they live. They are pillars of the family structure, such as a 
wife, mother, daughter, sister, leader, and mentor. Most of the community’s makeup is 
composed of women, as in churches. As a ministry leader, I knew we had to bridge 
communications and build relationships between the church and community women. Our 
role in the urban community shows what black women can do outside the church, which 


helps celebrate our role in the church theologically. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

This theological foundation will celebrate Black women and their role in the 
church. This candidate will pursue a theology that honors their talents, skills, and how 
God heard their prayers that speak to their mission and walk with God. 

Womanism relates to women’s influence in the church and contribution to a more 
spiritually and emotionally healthy church working for the community and world 
renewal. Womanist theology is a liberation theology rooted in African American 
women’s faith, experience, scholarship, and perspectives that share with feminism an 
interest in how women relate to God, the church, and society. Precisely, womanism 
reflects Black women’s voices, an independent discipline grounded in African American 
theology that engages ideas from other types of liberation theology, such as Black and 
Mujerista (Latina/Hispanic) theology. 

Consequently, women of all races and cultures struggle to hear God speak not just 
one word in one story but many in many sacred stories. As a result, their voices resonated 
throughout the world, catching everyone’s attention. Edward Wimberley, the author 


of African American Pastoral Care, says, “The storyteller tells the story of God’s 
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fe) 
eschatological presence in their lives, while the stories themselves draw us into God’s 


plot that stimulates our creative imagination (Wimberley, x).”! 

Jarena Lee, Louise Celia Fleming, Harriet Tubman, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. 
Wells-Barnett, Sojourner Truth, Louise Celia Fleming, and Shirley Chisholm have given 
powerful personal testimony on theological and biblical issues over the role of women in 
the church, politics and understanding of how the past can speak of the present challenges 
of patriarchy—a position many women have held for many years. Until one day, these 
women challenged leadership over the issue of ministry. At the time of Jesus’ arrest, 
women remained firm, even when His male disciples fled. Women accompanied Him to 
the cross. Women were the first witnesses to the resurrection; among them again was 
Mary Magdalene. Even then, women played a role in Jesus’ ministry as disciples. 

Beth A. Barr, the author of The Making of Biblical Womanhood: How the 
Subjugation of Women Become Gospel Truth, writes, “The meaning of cultural 
assumptions and practices regarding womanhood are read into the biblical text, rather 
than the biblical text being read within its own historical and cultural context.” * After the 
death of Jesus, women continued to play a prominent role in the early Church movement. 
Paul’s letters offer an essential glimpse into the inner workings of women in the churches. 
These women met in homes that were the domain in which women played vital roles, aka 


house churches. 


' Edward P. Wimberley, African American Pastoral Care, Revised edition (Nashville, TN: 
Abingdon Press, 2008), x. 


? Beth A. Barr, The Making of Biblical Womanhood: How the Subjugation of Women Become 
Gospel Truth (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2021), 208. 
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Paul tells us of women who are the leaders of such house churches: 

e Apphia in Philemon 2 ? 

e Prisca in 1 Corinthians 16:19.4 

¢ Lydia of Thyatira in Acts 16:15 ° and 

e Nympha of Laodicea in Colossians 4:15. ° 

e Phoebe (a deacon) in Romans 16:1 7 

In 1Corinthians 11:5, women are praying and prophesying during worship. ® And 

then there was Junia. There is a dispute surrounding both Junia’s gender and apostolic 
status. She was a female throughout most of Christian history, but the nature of her 
apostolic status was in doubt. Junia is named only in Romans 16:7. He says of her and her 
male partner Andronicus that they are “My kinsfolk and my fellow prisoners, who are 
90 &¢9 


outstanding in the view of the apostles, who also [b]were in Christ before me (NASB). 


Junia became Junias, a man. Who concluded that women could not be apostles? 


3 Bible Gateway, Philemon 1:2, ?°To Apphia, “/our sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 
to the church in your house,” 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon+2&version=NASB. 


4 Bible Gate, 1 Corinthians 16:19, “'? The churches of “! Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet 
you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.” 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+16%3A 19&version=NASB. 


> Bible Gate, Acts16:15, “!° Now when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” And she prevailed 
upon us, https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A 15&version=NASB. 


® Bible Gate, Colossians 4:15, “!° Greet the brothers and sisters who are in Laodicea and also 
lalNympha and the church that is in “her house,” 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+4%3A 15&version=NASB. 


7 Bible Gate, Romans 16:1, “16 I recommend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the 
church which is at Cenchrea,” 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16%3A1&version=NASB. 


8 Bible Gate, 1 Corinthians 11:5, “Any woman who prays or prophesies with her head unveiled 
disgraces her head, https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+1 1 &version=NASB. 


° Bible Gate, Romans 16:7, “’ Greet Andronicus and ®!Junia, my kinsfolk and my fellow prisoners, 
who are outstanding in the view of the apostles, who also were in Christ before me,” 
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+16%3A7&version=NASB. 
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These factors may not be unique to women’s religious beliefs or a result of 
women’s leadership. However, they theologize that it was meaningful to some early 
Christian women who legitimately exercised leadership and contributed. If we look at 
these elements, we can discern the critical contributions of women to early Christian 
theology and praxis. They offer an essential aspect of early Christian women’s spiritual 
lives: their leadership, Christianity, and what gave meaning to their self-identity. Initially, 
it was a practice that assimilated the contribution of the many women who followed and 
continued to carry on Jesus’ mission. History has its eyes on us. 

Today, young Black women are creating a space to unite, network, and realize 
that the power to commit change resides in them, carrying on the tradition of many Black 
women before them. For example, on January 20, 2021, a young woman named Amanda 
Gorman stepped up to the podium to deliver a reading during the presidential 
inauguration of Joe Biden. She recited her poem titled; The Hill We Climb. In her poetry, 
Gorman described herself as “a skinny black girl descended from slaves and raised by a 
single mother [who] can dream of becoming president, only to find herself reciting for 
one.”’!° The beauty and elegance of her words speak of the next chapter of Black women 
and their future embracing the power of Black women. 

Just like the women who came before them, Jarena Lee, Louise Celia Fleming, 
Harriet Tubman, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Sojourner Truth, Louise Celia 
Fleming, and Shirley Chisholm, these women are taking on the challenge and telling their 


story of women that are struggling with similar issues piled on them by lack of social 


‘0 Amanda Gorman, The Hill We Climb, Joe Biden’s Inauguration, January 20, 202, 
https://www.bbc.cosm/news/entertainment-art 55738564. 


76 
justice, discrimination, and poverty. For this project, the candidate hopes the readers will 


understand its history through Black women’s experiences. 


Theological Examination of Patriarchy 

God gives the church’s mission for the people of God to accomplish through the 
Great Commission. Philip Ryken, the author of City on a Hill: Reclaiming the Biblical 
Pattern for the Church, calls it “a clear, unambiguous statement of the church’s mission 
to the world.”'! Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, authors of What Is the Mission of the 
Church, Making Sense of Social Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission, gives a 
more descriptive view of the church and its mission. They say, “The mission of the 
church is to go into the world and make disciples by declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ 
in the power of the Spirit and gathering these disciples into churches, that they might 
worship the Lord and obey his commands now and in eternity to the glory of God the 
Father.” !” 

Our task as the agents of the body of Christ is to make disciples. Discussing the 
church’s mission is not about all the good things Christians can or should do, like love 
their neighbors or be the salt and light in the world. This essay’s issue relates to the 
church as a church and its relationship to the community. 

Using Ephesians 4:15-16 offers a story of the church. This candidate will 
concentrate on this passage, other supporting scriptures, and the women who fearlessly 


traveled to spread the gospel. Concerning the biblical foundation of this essay, Paul 


'! Phillip Graham Ryken, City on a Hill: Reclaiming the Biblical Pattern for the Church (Chicago, 
IL: Moody, 2003), 129. 


2 Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, What Is the Mission of the Church? Making Sense of Social 
Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 62. 
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draws the readers’ attention to how the church dealt with communal and social issues. 
The church deals with some of the same problems today, particularly women in 
leadership and the desire to serve. 

Some biblical passages create a picture for final subordination. Women desire 
their husbands and let them rule in Genesis. Women are to trust God and wait for their 
perfect husband, that is, Ruth. A woman’s voice is silent. Contrary to when women took 
charge, it was either sinful, such as, Eve, or because men failed to do their job, for 
example, Deborah. Here is the troublesome truth: the church’s failure to understand its 
history through women’s experiences misguides the very comprehension of 
Christianity. -Did God design women to be submissive wives, mothers, and men who led 
the house as husbands and fathers and in church as pastors? Elizabeth Elliott, the author 
of Let Me Be A Woman: Notes To My Daughter on the Meaning of Womanhood, wrote 
that women surrender, help, and respond while husbands provide, protect, and initiate. A 
biblical woman is a submissive woman.” '° 

In an attempt to demonstrate the theological examination of patriarchy’s impact 
from the perspective of women, this candidate will concentrate on two areas of Christian 
theology undergird this paper of “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship 
within the Urban Community” to address the denial of women in pastoral leadership, that 
is: 

Theological Anthropology-Doctrine of Humanity 


e Human Nature 


e Challenges facing Black Women 


'3 Elisabeth Elliot, Let Me Be a Woman: Notes to My Daughter on the Meaning of Womanhood, 
(Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishing, 2013), 50. 
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Ecclesiology-Doctrine of the Church 


e The Nature of the Church 
e Discipleship, and 
e Mission 
Practical Theology 
Here lies part of the study as to the concept of the church and its community. What is its 


value? What is it worth? How should we relate to each other? 


Human Nature 

When examining Black women’s emotional lives, Inger Burnett-Zeigler says, 
“Black women do not always have to be strong. There are benefits to vulnerability. 
Nevertheless, when Black women cling to that image rather than acknowledging and 
addressing the stress and trauma many have experienced, they may experience mental 
and physical problems.”'4 Helping them confront their pain and suffering and learn tools 
for coping is crucial. 

Many Black women, including this candidate, wear the badge of a strong Black 
woman with honor. It is such a deeply embedded way of life that we often do not know 
any other way to be. It is our hustle, grit, and ability to get things done. It is our fierce 
love for friends, family, and community, often at the sacrifice of our own needs. It is our 
faithfulness and ability to get back on our feet. We can hold our heads up high and 


eagerly accept the challenge whenever anybody questions our talents or capabilities. It is 


'4 Inger Burnett-Zeigler, Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen: The Emotional Lives of Black 
Women (New York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers-Amistad, 2021), 142. 
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pushing down the pain and putting on a smile no matter what we have been through.” '° 


Pretending does not make the feelings disappear. When those feelings are left 
unaddressed, they can become more significant problems and affect all areas of life. It is 


a part of human nature. 


Challenges facing black women 

It is hard to imagine the challenges Black women faced time after time. Jarena 
Lee, Louise Celia Fleming, Harriet Tubman, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, 
and Sojourner Truth were showing up wonderfully for the outside world while silently 
suffering with everything from loneliness, dissatisfaction with their relationships, 
unresolved childhood trauma, family drama, racism, and sexism at work, feeling not good 
enough and more. These things had to weigh them down in a profound way. They 
acknowledge all of their being. They open ourselves up to be our most authentic selves, 
create meaningful connections, and live more abundantly. 

Womanist theology played an essential role in these Black women’s lives. They 
set a precedent that would establish a proxy for future generations. Although they faced 
many hardships, each stood fast against adversity and injustice. Black women have so 
much to offer this country and many gifts to share with everyone. However, society has 
never fully appreciated the truth of their experience, of what it feels like to be Black and 
female, and no matter how intelligent, competent, and dazzling she may be, a Black 


woman today still cannot count on being understood and embraced. 


'S Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen, 147 
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The Nature of the Church 


How does one describe the nature of the church? Does it motivate the basic 
understanding of the Church that provides a foundational knowledge of ecclesiology? 
Ecclesiology is the theological study of the Christian church that includes specific 
concerns, such as the church’s origin, relationship to Jesus, role in salvation, discipline, 
destiny, and leadership. The church identity (ekklesia) is not those sent into the world 
with a mission but those who are called “out from darkness into His marvelous light. '° 
The history of the church and the problems concerning the nature of the church have 
created many questions. 

Regarding this project, the nature of the church includes not only a variety of gifts 
but also differences in point of view and differences in the geographic and political 
situation, which makes it possible for Christ, who is the true Head of the church, to direct 
individuals as well as groups of believers in the path of His mission. Paul provides the 
nature of the true church in Ephesians 4:15-17. A new covenant between people of God is 
rooted in the promises made to God’s people in the Old Testament. The church’s mission 
is the Great Commission (refer to Matthew 28:18—20): that we go into the world with the 
authority of Christ and make disciples, baptizing them and teaching them to follow Jesus 
until he returns, in all His glory. 

Christ’s message is still relevant today because we need to preach the gospel to 
the poor and oppressed of the world. There is a need to bridge the gap between spiritual 
work and work in the real world. Just as United Theological Seminary has adopted as its 


theme, “to prepare faithful and fruitful Christian leaders to make disciples of Jesus Christ,” 


‘6 Coogan, | Peter 2:9, NRSVA, 2129. 
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it speaks to the continual need to keep the gospel message alive and rooted in the 
people’s lives it is attempting to serve through discipleship. 

What do they all have in common? Applying Womanist theology to the world is 
not just for the individual’s soul but for the holistic well-being of the entire person, the 
mind, body, and spirit. This candidate will attempt to create an interreligious dialogue in 
both the secular and sacred arenas to suggest several ways Womanism is relevant today. 
Also, I will establish the importance of Black women’s presence in the community to 
assemble multiple churches and congregations and enable them to see the interrelatedness 
of all humanity through outreach. For example, in Strength to Love, Martin Luther King 
Jr. wrote, 

In a real sense, all life is interrelated. All men are caught in an inescapable 

network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 

directly affects all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to be until you are what 

you ought to be, and you can never be what you ought to be until I am what I 

ought to be. This is the interrelated structure of reality. '7 

Furthermore, in the sermon, Lord, Let the Works I’ve Done Speak for Me, Rev. 
Christine Whalen Weaver challenges us to be God’s helping hands. This sermon 
expresses the truth and purpose of our neighboring community missionary work. She 
speaks of brokenness, healing, and how we can fix the community, saying, “We have got 
to give love to the very people we do not know. We have got to show compassion to the 
person who has only been shown contention. We must practice love with the person 
whose motives are not honest. We have got to love our brothers and sisters from the 


inside out.” !8 


7 Martin Luther King, Jr., Strength to Love (Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1963), 70. 


'8 Christine Whalen Weaver, “Lord, Let the Works I've Done Speak for Me,” 
http://www.blackandchristian.com/articles/pulpit/weaver-10-00.shtml. 
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Women have analyzed theological theme(s) and movement(s) related to this 


candidate DMin problem and hypothesis. It draws on early or contemporary theological 
contributions. It will include expressing the meaning of the word church and our 
connection to Christ in relationship to how we treat one another. Acts 14:21-23 presents 
us with the church’s mission. !? Through the Apostle Paul’s missionary work, the early 
church aimed for: 

e Newconverts, actually known as disciples 

e Nurtured churches 

e Creating new communities 

If the apostles are the church’s model for mission, we should expect our 

missionaries to be engaged in these same activities. P. T. O’Brien, the author of Gospel 
and Mission in the Writings of Paul says, “Mission work aims to win new converts, 
establish these young disciples in the faith, and incorporate them into a local church.””° 
Schnabel’s definition of missionary work sounds similar. He says: 


e “Missionaries communicate the news of Jesus the Messiah and Savior to people 
who have not heard or accepted this news.” 


e “Missionaries communicate a new way of life that replaces the social norms and 
the behavioral patterns of the society in which the new believers are converted.” 


¢ “Missionaries integrate the new believers into anew community.””! 


Evangelism, discipleship, and church planting are what the church in Antioch sent 


Paul and Barnabas to do, and these should be the goals of all mission work and present in 


'9 Coogan, Acts 14:21-23, NRSVA, 1946. 


20. T. O’Brien, Gospel and Mission in the Writings of Paul: An Exegetical and Theological 
Analysis (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1995), 43. 


21 Schnabel, Paul the Missionary: Realities, Strategy and Method, 28. 
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the church’s overall mission strategy. The church's unity refers to the union of the people 


of God, bound to God and one another by the gospel. 


The Mission 

The complexity of Jesus’ ministry: Jesus ministered to the body and the soul. 
Within His holistic ministry, He made preaching His priority. Preaching in the public 
synagogues and moving from town to town to proclaim good news to the poor (Luke 
4:18-19). ?? He called upon sinners to repent and have faith in Mark 1:15; 2:17. 7? And 
although Jesus frequently attended to the physical needs of those around him, His stated 
purpose was to seek and save the lost. Ultimately, those with ears to hear might see his 
true identity and follow him in faith. 

All four Gospels (plus Acts) include some version of the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 13:10; 14:9; Luke 24:44-49; John 20:21; Acts 1:8). ** The 
disciples are ambassadors of Christ and bear witness to the one who would do all these 
things. Refer to 2 Corinthian 5:20. “So we are ambassadors for Christ since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God 
(NRSVA).” 2° No mission was too small. John Stott disagrees with the importance of the 


Great Commission. For example, he argues for social action, suggesting that “we give the 


2 Coogan, Luke 4:18-19, NRSVA, 1836. 
23 Coogan, Mark 1:15, 2:17, NRSVA, 1793, 1796. 


4 Coogan, Matthew, 28:16-20; Mark 13:10; 14:9; Luke 24:44-49; John 20:21; Acts 1:8, NRSVA, 
1790, 1817, 1818, 1877, 1915, 1922. 


25 Coogan, 2 Corinthians 5:20, NRSVA, 2031. 
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Great Commission too prominent a place in our Christian thinking.” 7° Similarly, Lesslie 
Newbigin concluded that the “Christian mission is thus to act out in the whole life of the 
whole world the confession that Jesus is Lord.” 7’ In other words, the church mission is 
nowhere similar to our traditional understanding of missions. 

The church’s role is no longer as ambassador or witness; on the contrary. 
Alternatively, we collaborate with God in the Missio Dei (mission of God). Christopher 
Wright writes, “Fundamentally, our mission means our committed participation as God’s 
people, at God’s invitation and command, in God’s mission within the history of God’s 
world for the redemption of God’s creation.” 7* Wright explains, “When I speak of 
mission, I am thinking of all that God is doing in his great purpose for the whole of 


creation and all that he calls us to do in cooperation with that purpose.” 7° 


Womanist Theology 
Alice Walker defines Womanist Theology in her book Jn Search of Our Mothers’ 
Gardens as “‘a Black feminist or feminist of color, bold and assertive, relishes African 


American culture, and is committed to the flourishing of the entire African American 


6 John R. W. Stott, Christian Mission in the Modern World: What the Church Should Be Doing 
Now! (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1975), 29. 


271 esslie Newbigin, The Open Secret: An Introduction to the Theology of Mission (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Eerdmans, 1994), 17. 


an Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God: Unlocking the Bible’s Grand Narrative 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2006), 22-23. 


= Christopher J. H. Wright, The Mission of God’s People: A Biblical Theology of the Church’s 
Mission (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010), 25. 
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community.” °° African American women within the church and the African American 
community, like Sojourner Truth, Anna Julia Cooper, Jarena Lee, and Ida B. Wells- 
Barnett, influence the Black community in the Black churches, women's clubs, 
missionary societies, and political organizations. Here are just a few courageous Black 
women who stood in the face of adversity as a means of survival. 

These Black women’s literary works are vital because they acknowledge their 
identity and tell their stories. They recognize the social oppression of Black women, 
retelling their stories as they struggle for moral support and the rediscovery of a self- 
identity that has been restrained. At the same time, they connect our cultural values, oral 
traditions, and experiences that support our spiritual forces, thus establishing meaning 
within suffering. There is no absence of sorrow when doing Womanist work. Womanist 
theology offers a prophetic strategy to reclaim and restructure the role of Black women 
for themselves. 

Womanists affirm the day-to-day struggle for survival. According to Delores 
Williams, the author of Sisters in the Wilderness, this spirituality of survival reveals their 
hermeneutical approach. She writes, “My womanist reading of [the story of Hagar] sees 
God as responding to the enslaved African Hagar and her child in terms of survival 
strategies... Throughout her story, God's promise to Hagar is one of survival (of her 
progeny) and not liberation. Even during serious social and economic straits, Black 


women believe God helps them make a way out of no way.’”?! 


3° Alice Walker, In Search of Our Mother’s Garden: Womanist Prose (Boston, MA: Mariner 
Books, Reprint edition, 2003), 26. 


3! Delores Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1995), 196-198. 
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Dr. Tolly Kennon, the author of The Jesus Model of Leadership gives us a good 


example of how Womanism is ever changing and evolving in terms of leadership. He 
says, “As life itself continues to evolve, leadership too is evolving. Today’s world 
requires a certain type of leader to lead it. Today’s leader is faced with a set of issues that 
yesterday’s leaders were never confronted with. The things and issues that confronted 
yesterday leaders no longer exist.” > 

Renita Weems, the author of Just a Sister Away, states, “At some time in all our 
lives, whether we are black or white, we are all Hagar's daughters. When our backs are up 
against a wall, when we feel abandoned, when we find ourselves needing another 
woman's help, we, like Hagar, need a woman who will 'sister' us, not exploit us. We need 
a sister whose genuine mercy is steadfast, consistent, and free, not pity, which is episodic, 
random, and moody.” *? Regardless of the similarities or differences, women of color are 
harnessing their collective wisdom, building families, communities, and churches to 
influence future generations and use their faith to avoid the construction of stereotypes. 

Womanist theology is a prophetic voice involved in the well-being of the African- 
American community, such as male and female, adults and children, and the young and 
old. Womanist theology helps Black women see, sustain, and confirm the importance of 
their experience and faith in determining the character of religion and spirituality in the 
African-American community. Womanist theology challenges all forces that hinder 


Black women and “their struggle to survive and develop a positive, productive quality of 
>? Tolly A Kennon, III, The Jesus Model of Leadership: Prayer’s Essential Connection to Effective 
Spiritual Leadership (Winston-Salem, NC: Smack Publishing, 2023), 36. 


33 Renita Weems, Just a Sister Away: A Womanist Vision of Women's Relationships in the Bible 
(San Diego, CA: Lura Media Global, 1988), 17. 
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life conducive to a family's freedom and well-being, thus opposing any subjectivity on 


race, sex, class, sexual preference, physical ability, and caste.” *4 

Lastly, Practical Theology has outgrown its traditional definition. According to 
The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Practical Theology, "Practical Theology refers to an 
activity of believers seeking to sustain a life of reflective faith in the everyday. A method 
or way of understanding or analyzing theology in practice used by religious leaders, 
teachers, and students across the theological curriculum (5)."*> Theoretically, each point 
to different viewpoints, 1.e., day-to-day living, fieldwork, religious studies, congregation, 
society, and globally. These understandings are connected and codependent, and reflect 
the complexity of practical theology today. 

Practical theology integrates every aspect of life and worship in the church, 
including pastoral ministry, fellowship, outreach, education, and even counseling. *° 
Black women in ministry are reimagining their power in urban communities, 
congregations, schools, and institutions. Black women are putting their health, happiness, 
and family above the positions traditionally placed on them as wives, mothers, sisters, 
and daughters. The question is, how does this apply to the church? Why do we, as black 
women, continue to accept patriarchal behaviors in our society, especially in the Black 


church? 


4 Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness, 67. 


35, Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Practical Theology (Malden, 
Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012). https://onlinelibrary-wiley 
com.dtl.idm.ocle.org/doi/epdf/10.1002/978 1444345742.ch. 


36 Crozier, Karen Denise, Fannie Lou Hamer’s Revolutionary Practical Theology : Racial and 
Environmental Justice Concerns (Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2021). 
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Practical Theology captures the stories of Black women (trailblazers) from the 


kitchen table over 250 years ago and challenges us to engage in issues of discipleship, 
politics, and culture. It has stretched and deepened our faith and shaped our Black culture 
by connecting Scripture, stories, identity, purpose, and action, which is helpful for 
anyone spreading God’s Word. 

The Association of Theological Schools reports that in 2023, 5,518 Black men 
and 4,422 Black women enrolled in seminary, which is significant and unique.*’ Many 
Black women are pursuing their theological education. 

Theologian Jacquelyn Grant, the author of Black Theology and the Black Women, 
illustrates how “many black women share the same commitment and examines how black 
women are an active majority of participants in their churches and that their work tends 
to be undervalued.”°* Her assessment is based on an argument that former pastors see 
women serving as activists for the Black church and are sometimes put in utilitarian 
categories for their political expression by the Black church itself. In her writings, she 
explains that it may sound like a compliment. Black women are the backbone of the 
church; in fact, the author clarifies that "the word backbone is back. Most of the ministers 
who use this term have a reference to location rather than function. They mean women 
are in the ‘background’ and should be kept there.”°° 

Jacquelyn Grant represents the womanist theologians. Her views differ from those 
of James H. Cone, whose work was seen as male-dominant and lacked sources that gave 


37 ATS Data Tables 2023-2024-2, Enrollment, “Table 2.9: Head Count Enrollment by Race or 
Ethnic Group, Degree, and Gender.” https://www.ats.edu/files/galleries/2023-2024-annual-data-tables.pdf. 


38 Jacquelyn Grant, Black Theology and the Black Women (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1993), 
325. 


3° Grant, Black Theology and the Black Women, 325. 
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voice to the experiences of Black women. Grant critiques Cone’s work by pointing out 
that “Black women have been invisible in theology, including black theology and 
feminist theology.’’*° Grant also argues that the oppression of Black women is different 
from that of Black men, advocating that Black women are more oppressed and need more 
liberation than white women and Black men. 

By exploring the relationship to Black women regarding Black theology, Grant’s 
contribution to Womanist theology provides meaningful examples and a theoretical 
framework to fuel conversation and research dealing with Black women’s experiences. 
Cone’s Theology and words have been the subject of controversy. Delores Williams, 
another Womanist theologian, criticizes Cone for both male-centered languages and not 
including the experiences of Black women in his sources. She argues that he does not 
address African-American women’s experiences or sexism in his work. *! Cone’s 
theological positions focus on sources reflecting the Black experience. In other words, his 
lack of emphasis on reconciliation within the context of liberation, his endorsement of 
Black Power, and his lack of interest in reconciliation have all led to criticism. 

Sojourner Truth and Fannie Lou Hamer acknowledge the resistance they and 
others like them embodied. African American ministers and theologians speak and act in 
the name of Black liberation theology. Black women were dominant in the African 
American liberation movement, past and present. Cone was silent about the oppression of 


women in the church and society, women like Delores Williams, Jackie Grant, Katie 


4 Grant, Black Theology and the Black Women, 326. 


41 Williams, Sisters in the Wilderness, 269. 
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Cannon, Renita Weems, Kelly Brown, and others, who spoke and stood against sexism, 
especially in the Black churches. 

Churches speak different languages, sing various hymns, and engage in multi- 
cultural activities, telling us that the church’s unity is never uniform. In other words, the 
gospel calls for the church to celebrate diversity. For example, there are two significant 
Biblical passages: Ephesians 4 and | Corinthians 12. Ephesians 4 acknowledges God’s 
calling to individuals to different offices in the church. Understanding the roles of those 
who occupy those offices is crucial to understanding how the church will flourish and 
retain its unity. First Corinthians 12 calls attention to the various gifts represented by 
people in the church. These passages give us a more affluent, robust, unified 
understanding of the church’s identity. That is to say, the church is to be one and many 
simultaneously is united by the gospel and living out this gospel in many cultures through 
many differently gifted individuals. 

The church exists in many cultures and groups and includes various offices and 
diverse gifts. This candidate asks, what does the church’s unity look like to you? One 
might say that the church was against the denominations’ frameworks. For example: 

e A theological tradition united Presbyterian 
e A liturgical tradition united Anglicans. 
e While practice of piety, United Methodists. 

The Western context makes it difficult to discern the church’s unity that should 
grow out of the agreement of the gospel. Some would argue that denominations cause the 
problems of deep divisions in the church. In other words, denominations function not as 


the means of greater independence or division but to protect the traditions of the church’s 
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influences. Others would argue that denominations saw themselves as branches of the 
one true church, thus promoting different components resulting in the inability of people 
in the pews to see any remnants of the visible unity of the gospel. This candidate will 
articulate the theological vision that expresses unity in and through the categories of 
scripture. The church’s unity is rooted in the deep conviction that God’s people, despite 
all the differences, are united to Him by faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Why would we go to God if we doubt whether He understands what is happening 
to us? Trusting in God during an affliction requires confidence in God’s power. If we 
believe that God knows everything about our situation, and yet we doubt that He can act 
to bring about what is best, we will not truly trust Him. So, faith in God during suffering 
and affliction requires deep and lasting confidence in His wisdom, power, belief, and love. 
If we believe God knows what is best but doubt that He genuinely cares about us, we will 
still be reluctant to trust Him. So, trust in God is like the trust we put in a four-legged 
chair when we choose to sit on it. We must believe God’s wisdom, power, and love for 
his children are flawless. Knowing God makes all the difference in how we live. 
Theology provides us with the answers to questions regarding the meaning of life: 

e Who am I? 
e What am I doing here? and, 
e Where am I going? 

Bruce Shelley, the author of By What Authority: The Standard of Truth in the 

Early Church, writes, “The church, if it is to be true, must preach the Word. If it is to be 


relevant, it must speak to the times. Christian theology is thus blending the changeless 
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with the changing.”’” These are exciting and trying times. We are witnessing challenges 


and conflicts, and social, political, moral, and battle lines are constantly shifting. 
Unfortunately, people tend to be preoccupied with the present. Depression and despair 
can set in, and as a society, we often seem more inclined to believe any voice that speaks 
loudly and long enough. 

Rev. Kia Scott-Hood of the Union Baptist Church gives us a reflective and 
insightful interpretation of the magnitude of theology. Instead of listening to the false 
prophets and nay-sayers, you should “take your hands off the wheel, take your foot off. 
The brake and put the car in neutral. That is faith. My faith is in neutral.” ? She says that 
we should stop listening to the crowds and push our way through because there is a 
promise on the other side. We can make that shift through God’s authority through Jesus 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. God calls us to dig because there is evidence of 


God’s providence around us. 


Womanist Theology plays a Prophetic Role 
Womanist Theology plays a prophetic role in the church. The two become one, 
but not identical. Although united, they remain different. When thinking of this project, 
the church is one and many at the same time by the gospel and living out this gospel in 
many cultures, languages, types of music, and through many differently gifted individuals. 


Women’s faith extends and grows on the struggles and sacrifices of many who have 


* Bruce Shelley, By What Authority? The Standard of Truth in the Early Church (Eugene, OR: 
Wipf & Stock Publishers, 1999), 140. 


* Rev. Kia Scott-Hood, “Keep Digging,” 2022 Dr. Charles E. Booth’s Lecture Series (Dayton, 
OH: United Theological Seminary, October 24-26, 2002), 
https://unitedts.webex.com/unitedts/j.php? MTID=m925f832e6d5c25 eSef22dfc80al 7be38. 
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walked before us, our ancestors. Those who gave their all for a proper education know 
that the knowledge they may inherit can come at a cost. This candidate speaks to women 
like Sojourner Truth, Anna Julia Cooper, Jarena Lee, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Jacquelyn 
Grant, Fannie Lou Hamer, Delores Williams, Katie Cannon, Renita Weems, and Kelly 
Brown. I speak of the poets, writers, missionaries, and activists who stood. 

Bishop Mack, a presenter at the 2022 Dr. Charles E. Booth Lecture Series, gave 
us a great interpretation of how the past affects our future. He used the example of the 
Jetsons and the Flintstones. The Jetsons were our future, and the Flintstones were our past, 
expressing our end in terms of discipleship. We need to think about the future. Why are 
we still holding onto the past while the world moves into the future? He says, “Ministry 
is in a pandemic. We have health problems, food shortage, poverty, and children 
expressing trauma without counseling.” “ “And let us not forget the empty church 
pandemic.” Similar issues that existed many years earlier still exist today that are much 
more profound due to COVID-19. 

His message reminds me of the many black women pioneers who set a precedent 
for the foundation of the meaning of ministry, gospel, activism, and spirituality. Their 
faith and passion have inspired discipleship and critical arguments that make a case for 
brokenness to wholeness. They made the shift. Rev. Tillis Chapman says, “If you want 


something different, you must do something different.” * If the Black church makes that 


“4 Bishop Walter Mack, “Plenary 1-Preaching in Discipleship,” 2022, Dr. Charles E. Booth 
Lecture Series (Dayton, OH: United Theological Seminary, October 24-26, 2022), 
https://unitedts.webex.com/unitedts/j.php? MTID=m925f832e6d5c25 eSef22dfc80al 7be38. 


4 Rey. Tillis Chapman, “Make the Shift,” 2022 Dr. Charles E. Booth Lecture Series (Dayton, OH: 
United Theological Seminary, October 24-26, 2002), 
https://unitedts.webex.com/unitedts/j.php? MTID=m925f832e6d5c25 eSef22dfc80al 7be38. 
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shift, whether personally or politically motivated, what would be the expectations of that 
shift? 

e The church will be vital. 

e The church will encounter challenges, but it will still strive. 

e The church will experience significant change. 

e The church will encounter challenges that will negatively impact its future, and 

e The church will be under great stress. 

The church cannot be silent while mankind faces the threat of nuclear 

annihilation. If the church is true to her mission, he must call for an end 

to the arms race. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

How do these theological themes and issues relate to the project? What do these 
pastors stand for? Are they more concerned about material possessions or helping those 
in need? Are they filled with the Spirit or wait for abundant cash? This candidate is not 
attacking the Black church or Black pastors. The question is, how do we better the 
community? 

Violence is rampant, and homelessness and unemployment are at an all-time high. 
The question is the role the Black pastor has in alleviating these issues. Is it the civic duty 
of pastors and leaders to take charge within the Black community to change it? This 
project, “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship within the Urban Community” 
will promote Local church and community leaders who should come together for what is 


best for the community and how to move forward and sustain it. 
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Conclusion 

Womanist Theology discovers the beauty within women’s strength and 
vulnerability. This theology teaches women how to function in the world. Black women 
wipe their tears away and keep moving. Black women listen to what is said and unsaid. 
Black women revel in each other success, which leaves a path for more women to follow. 

Throughout the years, social structures and demographics have changed the 
church’s makeup. As a result, the role of pastors has progressively changed historically 
and fundamentally. Many pastors seem to have lost the biblical understanding of the role 
of the pastor, such as leadership, community service, and inner transformation. Pastors 
have become marketers, organizers, and showmen because they have lost their 
connection with the biblical vision for pastoral ministry. On the other hand, Black women 
have become more active in the community, social activities, and in the image of Christ. 
Black women need a theology that is deeply engaged in us. Inger Burnett-Zeigler writes, 
“Being a strong Black woman has historically been the essence of Black femininity. This 
prototype has provided a blueprint for how to perform our race-gender identity.”*° 

The Book of Acts is the earliest account of the dynamic spread of the Christian 
church, from its beginning to the miraculous gospel. The Book of Acts is structured 
differently than other biblical books and is concerned with the historical development of 
the Christian church. It is a narrative set in a chronological framework that begins with 


the origin of the movement, which included the women who fulfilled Christ’s mission as 


well. Sometimes, it is helpful to cover historical events that show how people became 


46 Inger Burnett-Zeigner, Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen, 14. 


96 


who they are and to trace the critical events of a people from the point of their origin 
down to the present to show how their faith grew. 

The Book of Acts presents women as equals in status with men at the church 
formation in Acts 1:12-14. They gathered together, which led up to that miraculous 
moment of Pentecost. Here lies the foundation of the Book of Acts that shows women to 
be active participants with the disciples, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Women are equal. The history of the Christian church provides a way of seeing how 
attitudes have changed from the Acts of the Apostles to the subsequent centuries. 

Many women have influenced this candidate, like Mother Teresa, Jarena Lee, 
Amanda Smith, and more, who offer a distinctive image of service, activism, and action. 
The following quote expresses the vision of this project, “Speak tenderly to them. Let 
there be kindness in your face, eyes, smile, and the warmth of your greeting. Always 
have a cheerful smile. Don’t only give your care, but give your heart as well (Mother 
Teresa, 14, 21).”4” 

e God calls women to make disciples, 

e To spend time with Him through scripture and prayer, 

e To be involved with and serve a Bible-preaching church, and 
e To serve the community. 

Womanists speak of their passion for seeing others come to faith in Christ. They 
remembered the clear mission given to the church by Jesus. Black women are responsible 
for speaking and living out the Gospel’s message in the lost communities of this world. 


Black women are God’s response to the brokenness in people’s lives around us. Black 


47 Ellen Weiss, Mother Teresa: A Life of Kindness (Minnetonka, MN: Bellwether Media Inc., 
2008), 14, 21. 
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women must find favor with people like the early church members and those described in 


Acts 2:42-47, so the preached message holds weight with lost people. 
It is refreshing to hear the voices of black women. Having served in the 
missionary field and urban community helps me learn more about the rich heritage of 


missionaries and their contributions through womanism and practical theology. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 
Do not complain. Make every effort to change things you do not like. If you 
cannot make a change, change the way you have been thinking. You might find a new 
solution. 
Maya Angelo' 

Today, the world calls for people who are motivated and inspiring. The problems 
we face in this society can no longer happen by the traditional, simplistic ways of 
thinking. We need to re-think and re-learn how to empower the leaders of tomorrow and 
acquire new approaches by doing, living, and learning from an interdisciplinary 
approach: Education and taking a holistic approach that combines teaching and studying 
to achieve one common purpose. This project aims to choose one interdisciplinary 
foundation that deals with leadership training and a dynamic approach to teaching and 
learning. 

The problem is: How can we help facilitate leadership and discipleship in the 
Word of God that transforms lives? This project design develops and ministers to 


reinforce relationships to real issues that require an educational approach. Jack Mezirow, 


the author of The Critical Review of Transformative Learning in Practice: Insight from 


' Maya Angelou, Maya Angelou Quotes of Wisdom and Hope: Life-Changing Lessons to Inspire, 
Empower, and Encourage You! (Tulsa, OK: Dream Books LLC, 2021), 4. 
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Community, Work Place, and Higher Education, helps readers “‘push the limits of what is 


known about transformative education.”’The authors offer a synopsis of a 
transformational theory and an understanding of the difficulties of this approach to 
teaching and learning. By learning, one can acquire essential life skills such as teamwork, 
self-examination, and problem-solving, and can apply these abilities to different 
situations and encourage and create new solutions to current needs. 

In Ephesians 4:13-14, the Apostle Paul tells us what it does and does not look like 
to build up in the body of Christ. In 4:15, Paul creates a vision that clearly defines the 
work of the ministry, “Speaking the truth in love, we grow up in every way into him who 
is the head, into Christ.” Bob Kellerman, Kevin Carson, and Paul Tripp, the authors of 
Biblical Counseling and the Church: God's Care through God's People, write, “These 
words capture Christ’s calling for His people. The ministry of biblical counseling: 
speaking and embodying gospel truth in love so we all grow in love.”* We will teach 
youth, young adults, pastors, church members and community residents who have not 
received any education with more than a handful of participants. To pastors and leaders 
in churches, this candidate wants you to know that I understand your challenges and 


concerns. 


2 Jack Mezirow and Edward W. Taylor, and Associates, The Critical Review of Transformative 
Learning in Practice: Insight from Community, Workplace, and Higher Education (San Francisco, CA: 
Jossey Bass), 2009 xiv. 


3 Bob Kellerman, et al., Biblical Counseling and the Church: God’s Care through God’s People 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2015), 16, https://ebookcentral-proquest- 
com.dtl.idm.oclc.org/lib/dtl/reader.action?docID=5397760&ppg=18. 
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Jesus Taught Many Lessons 


What is so incredible about Jesus is that His teachings are profound yet simple 
enough for a child to understand, which causes us to reflect on our faith, but are also 
relevant to our everyday lives. In Jesus’ three years of ministry, He surrounded himself 
with twelve men and actively disciplined them daily. This truth alone is enough to cause 
one to consider the importance of discipleship in our lives and those around us. During 
his earthly ministry, Jesus clearly explained what it means to be a disciple and a biblical 
model of discipleship and mentorship that results in encouragement, conviction, comfort, 
and life change. 

Jesus demonstrated that by showing the disciples. He ate with them daily. They 
had fellowship. They prayed. They worshiped. They did ministry together. They live 
together. The disciples saw how their teacher lived and modeled their lives after Him. 
Discipleship is the same way. The disciple follows the example of the person who is 
disciplining them. Again and again, we see in the gospels Jesus taking every opportunity 
to teach the disciples through. He would show them the deeper meaning behind His 
parables and always gave them answers when they had questions. 

One needs to understand the project context and the dialogue of how ministry and 
community impact can shape each other. We develop a deep friendship through 
community outreach, working shoulder to shoulder. The church is not perfect; it 
comprises imperfect people like you and me. At the same time, the community is 
something this candidate holds near and dear. Interdisciplinary research can promote such 
learning, allowing students to engage in fields outside the standard theological, biblical, 


and historical theories like transforming understanding. Non-church-related areas can 


101 


enrich and enlighten our research/project with new perspectives, for example, using the 
social and behavioral sciences. Sociology, demography, education, urban planning, 
community development, environmental studies, psychology, and others will help us 
understand how ministry and community interrelate biblically, theologically, and 
historically. 

While many questions remain unanswered and misinterpreted, Mezirow, Taylor, 
and other scholars offer a more personal perspective of how this project, with the help of 
transformative learning, will engage the church and the communities. How education will 
cultivate discipleship, while community development nurtures socialism and leadership 
development foster a learning sanctuary. Mezirow and Taylor, the authors of 
Transformative Learning in Practice: Insights from Community, Workplace, and Higher 
Education offer a variety of educational landscapes offering insight to transformational 
learning. They say, “Transformative learning has become the dominant teaching 
paradigm discussed in the field of adult education . . . it is not longer and adult education 
construct. Rather, it has become a standard practice of disciplines and educational 
settings.’* This project will allow for a dialogue between church and community that will 
address education, social injustice, community development, and more. 

This project prioritizes using a theology that will benefit the community and the 
church leaders in the context of building a fantastic relationship that will forge a more 
profound understanding—at the same time, creating an atmosphere of pure and innocent 


learning that will exercise scripture, non-tradition, and collaboration in a six-week 


4 Jack Mezirow and Edward W Taylor, Transformative Learning in Practice: Insights from 
Community, Workplace, and Higher Education of Jossey-Bass Higher Education Series (San Francisco, 
California: Jossey-Bass), 2009, 3, 35, https://rl vlereader.com/Reader?ean=978047060543 1. 
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session. It is all about learning. Nelson Mandela said, “I will not lose. I will either win or 
learn.” > It is essential to understand that you should always be open to learning and 
never underestimate yourself, even if you lose. You ought to realize that life is all about 
meeting new challenges daily. It is all about your perspective of what matters. 

Part of this project is knowing that there is learning in each failure. You should 
always be ready to accept your situation and accept your circumstances. Instead of 
running from problems, you should fight the battle till the end and keep your spirits high, 
for you will never lose because you either learn or win. In failing, you become aware of 
all the reasons that did not work out, and you can discover the areas that went wrong. It is 
imperative to ensure that you are not repeating them repeatedly the next time. 

Having received a seminary education, this DMIN candidate hopes that through 
these Zoom presentations and discussions, everyone will learn what they did not know, 
expand on what they do know, and what they can discover about one another. 

Education is a lifelong experience of learning. How does the interdisciplinary 
theory speak to this project? Education speaks of leadership. It calls for individuals 
committed to expanding their leadership skills and developing their spiritual practices, 
supporting new church structures, renewing local churches, and developing tools that 
help lay and clergy disciples. 

If we desire to influence others, we must continue the pursuit of teaching, learning, 
and sharing knowledge. Many communities face numerous problems: crime, 
discrimination, social injustice, the decline of inner-city schools, police brutality, racial 


profiling, poverty, high imprisonment rates, family breakdown, and other issues. This 


5 Britannica, “Nelson Mandela, History and Society” (Chicago, IL: Encyclopedia Britannica, Inc.), 
https://www.britannica.com/list/nelson-mandela-quotes. 


103 


project sees the promise in a society, when encouragement in taken in smaller steps, 
could create many disciples by serving others. Why do we shortchange ourselves when 
we think of the struggle in terms of leadership? We overlook the beauty and the meaning 


in the battle, and it is there that we can find our best selves. 


Promoting Practical Theology 

Practical theology deals with the care of the church and its members. There are 
counseling and solutions that restrict them from moving forward. Furthermore, practical 
theology takes the written word of God and puts it into action in everyday life. In essence, 
it is the praxis of the prophetic voice for the people of God. Don Browning, the author of 
A Fundamental Practical Theology: Descriptive and Strategic Proposals, believes 
theology can be practical if “we bring practical concerns to it from the beginning.” ° 
Church members are adequately cared for through proper training, teaching, and 
equipping them with the skills to succeed. 

To identify and explain new insights relevant to the problem and hypothesis, this 
candidate will express what we do, how we will do it, and anticipate the success that will 
follow. This project aims to show the possibility of creating a partnership that will draw 
attention to meeting the community’s needs, open communication, and generate 
closeness. This project will help accomplish the goals. One beneficial passage is 
Ephesians 4:12-16. Who are we in Christ? Paul shows us how we are to live. When Paul 


speaks of growth, he is not speaking of individual development but the growth of the 


® Don Browning, A Fundamental Practical Theology: Descriptive and Strategic Proposals 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996), 5. 
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entire church. That includes discipleship, community outreach, and every other field of 
ministry. 

Steven Pattison and John Woodward, the authors of A Vision of Pastoral 
Theology in Search of Words That Resurrect the Dead, say, “The main underpinning 
knowledge, understanding, and method which should inform and give a distinctive 


identity to the skills and competencies of Christian ministry is nothing other than pastoral 
ministry.” ‘The church must embrace those individuals called to ministry, reach these 


goals, accomplish God’s purpose in the church, and establish community ministries. 
Bonnie Miller-McLemore offers an all-inclusive understanding of practical 
theology. She writes: 


“Practical theology refers to an activity of believers seeking to sustain life of 
reflective faith in the everyday, a method or ways of understanding or analyzing 
theory in practice used by religious leaders and by teachers and students across 
the theological curriculum, a curricular area in theological education focused on 
ministerial practice and subspecialities, and finally, to academic discipline Each 
understanding points to different spatial locations, from daily life to library and 
fieldwork to classroom, congregation, and community, and finally, to academic 
guild and global context. However, the four understandings are connected and 
interdependent, not mutually exclusive, and reflect the range and complexity of 
practical theology today.’ 


Like the early church, the Urban Community Ministry (UCM) is committed to the 
following: 
e Building deep partnerships in communities that promote collective social action. 


e We encourage real connection and compassion between individuals, local 
communities, and the world. 


7 Steven Pattison, and John Woodward, A Vision of Pastoral Theology in Search of Words That 
Resurrect the Dead, Pastoral Monographs 4 (Edinburgh, UK: Pastoral Limited Trust, 1994), 6. 


§ Bonnie Miller-McLemore, “The Contributions of Practical Theology,” The Wiley-Blackwell 
Companion to Practical Theology, ed. Bonnie Miller-McLemore (Malden, MA: Blackwell 
Publishing, 2012), 5. 
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e Furthermore, it is a credible source of support for moving with the Spirit for the 
gospel's sake. 


Practical Theology brings new insights to this project, supported by agreements, 
disagreements, interruptions, and connections. Our approach involves different 
disciplines, from sisters and brothers, working collectively for a common goal and 
sharing our resources and responsibilities. Utilizing the practical approach provides a 
plan that meets the objectives and needs, promoting an atmosphere of trust where 
contributions are valued and confirming the necessary resources, infrastructure, and 
training, as well as a mix of skills, competencies, and personalities amongst team 
members. 

Although we may have differences, sharing responsibilities and depending on 
each other while respecting individual members’ experiences and gifts establish a united 
foundation for efficient communication across disciplines. One discipline, in particular, is 
Discipleship. R.C. Sproul, the author of We ‘re Called to Make Disciples, Not Simply 
Converts, states, “We should take notice of what Jesus did not say in the Great 
Commission. He did not say, “Go therefore and make converts of as many people as 


possible. Rather, Christ calls us to make disciples.” ° 


Reimagining the Church through teaching and leadership 
Where do we begin? Dr. Charles E. Booth says, “One of the exciting things about 


being in favor of God is that He always blesses us with new and exciting experiences. 


°R.C. Sproul, We’re Called to Make Disciples, Not Simply Converts, Hope Reform Church, 
January 24, 2022, https://hopereformedrcus.com/were-called-to-make-disciples-not-simply-converts-by-dr- 
rce-sproul/. 
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There is nothing habitual or routine about a life continuously satisfied by God.” !° Paul’s 
ministry of planting and nurturing churches offers guidance. The church today must 
define itself and its mission among people shaped by community experiences other than 
our own. Paul provides an unprecedented vision of the community in the prison letters 
that show us how to act following the image of Jesus Christ. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 provides our role in the church. The passage reveals what God 
gave the apostles, prophets, pastors, evangelists, and teachers. '! 

“But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is 

the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by 


every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love (Ephesians 4:15-16). 


v2 
This candidate research will provide the background, meaning, and significance 
of the passage, thus showing the importance of this Scripture in the church today that 
recaps the three truths: 
1. How spiritual church leaders are to nurture Christians in spiritual growth. 
2. How individual Christians enable other Christians in spiritual development. 
3. How the Holy Spirit leads our churches today. 
Speaking the truth in love transforms lives, and helps people grow. When lives 
are changed, people mature, and the church grows. According to Paul, speaking the truth 


by itself is not enough. He clarifies that we talk about trust, which must be present in love. 


He calls for a balance: Truth without love creates chaos, delays growth and 


'0 Lisa Weah, “2022 Booth Lecture Series” (Dayton, OH: United Theological Seminary, October 
25, 2022), https://unitedts.webex.com/unitedts/j.php? MTID=m925 f832e6d5c25e5ef22dfc80a17be38. 


'! Coogan, et al., Ephesians 4:11, The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised Standard 
Version with the Apocrypha (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2010), 2057. 


'2 Coogan, et al., Ephesians 4:15-16, NRSVA, 2057. 
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transformation, and makes a yearning for something more. However, truth in love is 
compassionate, empathetic, and caring. 

Jesus knew this truth and made time to pray during many ministry opportunities. 
Getting others to join us in prayer will help even more. Great power is released when 
individuals come together to pray. We built something out of nothing, offering services 
where we wondered if anyone would show up, which required tremendous faith. Did we 
have what it takes to be an effective community ministry? Hebrews 11:3 says, “By faith, 
we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God so that what is seen was 
not made out of the things visible.” '° It was essential to learn from our mistakes, admit 
when we were wrong, and be willing to change. Some were stubborn, refused to try new 
things, and believed it was their way or the highway; they ended up leaving our group 
with resentment and bitterness. 

This project began with early church traditions that promoted spiritual 
transformation in a holistic approach. The Gospels tell us that Jesus taught the multitudes, 
trained disciples, and cast out demons. We step back and look at the life of Jesus and how 
He rewrote history through oral tradition. Oral tradition is an art and always has been. 
Oral tradition builds a friendship with Jesus through relationships with others. Even 
though a story may be two thousand years old or singing an even older song, everyone 
hears it. Imagine a story that heightens the imagination of others while sitting together. 
Words create an image in one’s mind, and they make their mental picture. Storytelling 


became part of our mission as a way to spread the gospel. 


'3 Coogan, Hebrews 11:3, NRSVA, 2114. 
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Jesus was a storyteller. When we reclaim oral tradition, we are being true to our 
first and best teacher. Not all of us see ourselves as storytellers. I had a great-aunt and 
grandmother who told stories and sang songs. Thus, I inherited an oral tradition before I 
learned to read or watch television. I only recognized this gift as I got older, reminiscing 
on the stories my grandmother told while sitting in her rocking chair. Before then, I never 
considered the teaching I experienced as an oral tradition. Like Paul and his companions 
who set out to bring the gospel to Gentiles and establish churches, our ministry travels to 
spread the gospel, modeling a lifestyle of Christ. 

Every story takes place somewhere in our listeners’ imaginations. For example, 
we may find ourselves overlooking the Sea of Galilee or at the Temple in Jerusalem. The 
characters will lead us through the story, highlighting what is essential. Which character 
do you identify with in the narrative? Which characters will your group find most 
interesting? The characters become our companions on the journey of faith. 

Every time we tell a story or sing a song, we stand beside those ancient singers 
and storytellers of that same oral tradition that shaped the Bible. Those stories, once 
planted, will continue to grow in the imaginations and lives of our listeners. The Book of 
Ephesians, which is the primary scripture of this essay, shows how storytelling impacts 
many communities. 

The Book of Ephesians Outline: 
e Ephesians | tells us that we are spiritually blessed, 


e Ephesians 2 tells us His grace saves us, a new life blessed by God’s kindness and 
eternal gift. 


e Ephesians 3, we learn about God’s loving grace. 


e Ephesians 4 teaches how to walk in faith. 
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e Ephesians 5 teaches us to walk in Gods’ way, not our way. We also learn the 
principles of submission in different relationships. 


e Ephesians 6 teaches us how to honor our parents and how we should interact with 
our employers. We also learn about the armor of God. 


The book of Ephesians reminds us of God’s divine plan. The book of Ephesians 
summarizes the doing, thinking, and being of a follower of Christ in this world. As a 
result, we learn a new perspective on living the life God intends for us. Each of us has a 


unique purpose essential to God’s work and helps shape us into our new selves in Christ. 


Future Church Dynamics 

The candidate will show the possibilities of a new church dynamic from a future 
perspective, including the influence of men, women, and movements that helped develop 
it from a historical foundation. Black women like Michelle Obama, Serena Williams, 
Rosa Parks, and Katherine Johnson advocated change. It is important to remember these 
women. We see individuals who thought about what they put into the world and were 
true to their hearts. But let us not forget black women like Zora Neale Hurston, Jarena 
Lee, Maria W. Stewart, Sojourner Truth, and Juliann Jane Tillman, who cried out with 
conviction about the struggles of women. 

Do you recall the Azusa movement and the power of the Holy Spirit as recorded 
in Acts 2? The Azusa Street Revival occurred in Los Angeles, California, on April 9, 
1906, and continued until roughly 1915. The newspapers documented the revival: 
reporting the hideous sounds throughout the neighborhood, the howling of the church 
worshippers in and outside the church swaying back and forth in prayer. They were 


shaking, jumping, running, dancing, and falling in God’s presence, drawing criticism. 
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Like the disciples, they became witnesses to call attention to what they knew of Jesus and 


to deliver His message to humanity. Imagine their surprise and wonder when the 
gathering spoke to each other in different tongues, something they could not accomplish 
alone. The Holy Spirit manifested in the early church through spiritual gifts, for example, 
speaking in tongues, prophesying, teaching, wisdom, and more. His power leads, convicts, 
teaches, and prepares us for His work. In the Book of Acts, page after page reveals the 
disciples’ testimony, speaking of things they have seen and heard. 

Estrelda Alexander, the author of The Women of Azusa Street, tells the reader of 
women actively engaged in the Revival. Alexander states, “Initially, six of the twelve 
elders at the Azusa Street Mission charged with examining potential missionaries and 
evangelists for ordination and other spiritual and administrative oversight were women.” 
'4 Imagine that! Half of the elders were women! In the present church context, this 
candidate does not know of many (if any) significant denominations that can make this 
claim. However, in 1906, this was the case. 

Lucy Farrow and Jennie Evans Seymour played crucial roles in the Azusa Street 
Revival. Theologian Cheryl Sanders explains the role of women that shaped Seymour’s 
life, “Seymour was mentored, guided, and offered a context for ministry by women. 
Women were involved in every aspect of his spiritual development; moreover, women 
were willing to follow his tongues doctrine and experience its full effects as a public 
witness.””!> Bishop Seymour called upon Lucy Farrow, whom he had known before the 


Revival, for help. She was known for her success in praying with people to receive the 


4 Estrelda Alexander, The Women of Azusa Street (Cleveland: Pilgrim Press, 2005), 12. 
'S Cheryl J Sanders, Empowerment Ethics for a Liberated People: A Path to African-American 
Social Transformation (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1995), 71. 
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gift of the Holy Spirit. Jennie Evans Seymour assumed leadership of the church after her 


husband passed. She was a city mission evangelist known for her beautiful singing and 
powerful preaching. In her testimony, she says, 

“On April 9, 1906, I was praising the Lord from the depths of my heart at home, 

and when the evening came, and we attended the meeting, the power of God fell, 

and I was baptized in the Holy Ghost and fire, with the evidence of speaking in 

tongues.... I sang under the power of the Spirit in many languages, the 

interpretation of both words and music which I had never before heard, and in the 

home where the meeting was being held, the Spirit led me to the piano, where I 

played and sang under inspiration, although I had not learned to play.” !° 

There are still many untold stories of women, in particular, living on the social 
margins, who have added to the church’s rich history through the contribution of Jarena 
Lee, Sojourner Truth, and many more who invited anyone in search of communion with 
God through community prayer, song, silence, personal reflection, and sharing. Most 
importantly, consider one’s commitment to the church and community life. Pastor 
Yvonne Burns says, “If we study the word of God from Genesis to Revelation, we were 
created to be a community. It is because of our culture that the theory has broken down. 
Unfortunately, it has broken down in our churches. And our churches have to answer to 
what the world needs today. If we are not engaged in community, we recycle our ministry 
messages to the same individuals, which is not God’s plan.”!” 

Suppose the church cannot capture the Spirit of the early church. We meet people 
disappointed with the church and hope that someday, the church will meet the challenges 
of this time of chaos, trauma, loss, and COVID. Many ministers have said, “Those are 


‘6 Denzel R. Miller, “Chapter Three: Jennie Evans Moore Seymour,” The Women of Azusa Street: 
Four Spirit-Anointed Leaders of the Azusa (Springfield, MO: AIA Publications), 16. 


” 


'’ Zoom, “Discipleship, Evangelism, and Witnessing,” “Renewing the Church for the Role in 
Discipleship within the Urban Community,” Guest speaker, Pastor Yvonne Burns (October 30, 2023). 
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social issues, and this does not concern us.” While many churches commit to world 
religion but not the community around it, leaving the neighborhood residents abandoned 
and ignored. 

Here lies the problem: How can church leaders minister to world churches and 
not to the community? How can church leaders dismiss the community’s needs? The 
Apostle Paul expressed the genuine plan of the church and its purpose in this world. We 
know he kept the faith even to the end (refer to 2 Timothy 4:6-8). What about the role of 
the church during emancipation? The church was strong within the community. Churches 
provided schools to help educate and find skills to enable Black men and women to be 
independent, held political gatherings and social events, and taught the gospel. What 
happened? What caused the community to break away from the church, and what can we 
do to fix it? 

After emancipation, the (African Methodist Episcopal) AME and (African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion) AMEZ churches sent large numbers of missionaries to the 
South, leading many Black Christians to leave mostly White churches and join 
predominantly Black ones. The AME Church grew from 20,000 members just before the 
Civil War to 400,000 in 1884, while the AME Zion Church’s membership jumped from 
4,600 at the beginning of the war to 300,000 in 1884.'8 Lincoln and Mamiya say, “It was 


readily apparent that the white church had become a principal instrument of the political 


'8 BesherMohamed, et al. “10. A brief overview of Black religious history in the U.S.,” 
Washington, DC: Pew Research Center, 2021. https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2021/02/16/a-brief- 
overview-of-black-religious-history-in-the-u-s/ #fn-342 17-26. 
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and social policies undergirding slavery and the attendant degradation of the human 


spirit.” !° 
My final thoughts 

We can find the light from within by opening ourselves to new experiences, 
visions, and possibilities. Biblically, historically, and theologically, society has provided 
great writers, great men, and women of God looking to share their theology of the church 


at great length. 


A Black Woman’s Voice 


I stand tall in the shoes my mother made, wrapped from head to toe in that 
wondrous tapestry she created that protects but also encourages me to challenge 
the status quo and keep movin’ on up a little higher. These shoes are strong, firm 
and supportive. They enable me to stand tall on a foundation of faith, in myself, 
my family, and my God, and to enter the worlds that historically were off-limits to 
Black women.”” 


Womanist theology is a liberation theology rooted in African American women’s 
faith, experience, scholarship, and perspectives that share how women relate to God, the 
church, and society. Womanism is black women’s voices, a discipline grounded in 
African American theology and identity that engages ideas from liberation theology, such 


as Black and Mujerista (Latina/Hispanic) theology. Feminism and Womanism inform 


'9 C. Eric Lincoln, and Lawrence H. Mamiya, “The Black Methodist: The Institutionalization of 
Black Religious Independence,” The Black Church in the African American Experience (Durham, NC: 
Duke University Press, 1990), 47, https://doi-org.dtl.idm.ocle.org/10.1215/978082238 1648-003. 


20 Diana Hayes, “HERE I AM, SEND ME,” Standing in The Shoes My Mother Made: A Womanist 
Theology (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2011), 8. 
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each other as they explore how women’s contexts and lives shape their engagement with 
the divine. 

For example, As a Black woman, Jarena Lee was more than qualified to preach. 
She was successful in her ministry by becoming a missionary and itinerant preacher who 
traveled many miles. Her memoirs expressed her calling to preach and helped journal her 
travels as an official African Methodist Episcopal (AME) itinerant. In addition, she 
expanded the women’s role within the AME church and the denomination’s growth in its 
beginning. 

Jarena Lee offers us a glimpse into her world as an extraordinary Christian 
woman, revealing what it was like for an itinerant Methodist preacher and the first 
woman preacher. Lee preached to audiences from slave-holding Maryland to Canada. 
She described herself as a self-made person worthy of standing with her colleagues and 
self-made men, that is, Richard Allen and Frederick Douglass. She is a leading figure for 
African Americans and a trailblazer for women in ministry. Yet, Womanism aspired to 
rise above this conflict, trying to define an understanding of humanity that unites all 
human qualities as wholeness and growth, thus helping to reclaim those lost parts of 
ourselves. 

Through women’s ministry, we can embrace the calling of God’s set-apart people 
and be the salt and light in the world for the sake of Christ. We can overcome our 


differences and learn to work reasonably and harmoniously together. 
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Religion vs. Science 
For too long, there has been an overlap between religion and science in the middle, 

where religious bodies can question ethics without being shouted down. At the same time, 
scientists could establish their theories in the literal truth of ancient texts. Science and 
religion have sometimes occupied different spaces. For example, astronomy and creation 
are examined from these four points, as are the other significant points between science 
and theology: 

e Conflict, 

e Independence, 

e Dialogue, and 

e Integration. 
Ian Barbour, the author of When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers, or 
Partners? gives us a historical summary in the preface, stating: 


e In the seventeenth century, the encounter was a friendly one. 


e In the eighteenth century, scientists believed in a God who designed the universe 
but not in the God who created the universe. 


e Inthe nineteenth century, some scientists were hostile to religion. 
° Jn the twentieth century, the interaction of religion and science took many forms. 
Scientific discoveries have challenged religious beliefs that brought about many 
defending one doctrine over the other. At the same time, others abandoned traditions and 


took on converted ideas of science. In this section, the candidate will address God’s 


relationship with nature, which gives insight into shaping and understanding this project. 


21 Tan G. Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners? (New York, 
NY: Harper Collins, 2000), xi. 
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Sigmund Freud critiques religious beliefs as a means of wishful thinking and 
nothing more. He says, “They are an evasion of reality and a regression to childhood in 
the search for security in a hostile world.” *” His belief revolves around science. Dr. 
Cummings states, “Dr. King uses his voice, available resources, and energy to lead 
people in protest, challenging the government to bring peace and human dignity for all. 
His dream was no Freudian wish fulfillment born out of an idealistic ideology; rather, his 
dream was rooted in the prophetic tradition of God’s design for life.” 7? Peter Atkins tells 
us that “the universe was the product of chance vacuum fluctuations. Religion is 
‘sentimental wishful thinking’ and “intellectually dishonest emotion.” ** In other words, 
church history is a delusion, a misunderstanding, or a lie. The question is, did human 
beings invent God out of a desire to find security amid a fearful natural world? *° 

Chapter Six, titled God and Nature, proposes many claims that offer an 
interdisciplinary connection and how these insights from these theories interact with and 
shape the understanding of the task at hand. For example, in his book The Future of an 
Illusion, Freud developed the idea that humans face a frightening world composed of 
misfortune and the fear of death. He suggested that out of fear, we project a belief in an 
imaginary cosmic image called God that God is an illusion. He named it “infantile 
neurosis” (a disorder of the mind). God gave laws to show how people should live in a 


world affected by sin in such a way that they honor Him. This argument does not mean 


2 Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners?154. 
3 Cummings, J Just Want to Stop and Cry, 20. 
4 Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners? 155. 


°5 William L. Rowe, “Freud and Religious Belief,” Philosophy of Religion: An Introduction, 2nd 
edition (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1993), 103-14. 
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that God approves of how the world functions. God gives rules without putting His seal 
of approval on the way we live. God loves people despite their sins, which is the clear 
message of the Bible.”° 

Freud’s attempts to explain belief in God as an illusion seem weak compared to 
African American religious traditions that trace back to enslaved Africans and African 
Americans. Some argue that African traditions changed but continued in African 
American religion and culture, which disputes whether African religious beliefs and 
practices survived as enslaved people converted to Christianity. Religious solid 
convictions have always helped to bring the African American community together. 

For many enslaved people, Christianity became a means of self-preservation. 
Enslaved people often identified themselves as the people of Israel held captive in Egypt 
and the poor and oppressed to whom Christ promised a great reward in heaven. In 
sermons, songs, and dances, enslaved people found hope, freedom, and justice in their 
religion. They transformed Christianity into their distinctive dialogue, making a lasting 
contribution to the shape of American Christianity and American music. They molded 
this religion, Christianity, into their religious awakening, offering peace in conflict, 
spiritual independence, African traditions, and cultural integration. 

One might say that it is complimenting the other. Barbour says, “There is a strong 
biblical precedent for discussing God regarding historical purposes. Today, the linguistic 
approach would encourage us to treat the language of the divine as an alternative to 


scientific language, not as a competitor with it...God is understood to act in and through 


26 Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion (New York, NY: W. W. Norton & Company, 1989), 
14-15. 
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the structure and movement of nature and history.” 7’ According to Barbour, science and 


theology depend on each other. For example, the Trinity shows how Christian 
theologians interpret the first chapters of Genesis; both rely on metaphors and images. 
Each remains separate, but they talk to each other using standard methods, concepts, and 
beliefs. 

Science and religion draw on different methodologies and approaches. Each 
method and technique offer various ways of knowing about history that benefit scientists 
and theologians and encourage them to dialogue with each other. One might say that it is 
complimenting the other. Barbour treats each position respectfully and clearly states his 
work, so the reader does not guess where he is coming from. He says, “I will defend an 
integral view of the person as a psychosomatic unity, which I believe is closer to both the 
biblical view and the evidence from contemporary science.””* He closes the book with 
this conclusion, “Finally, I find the concepts of process philosophy particularly helpful, 
but I am aware that a single coherent set of philosophical categories may not do justice to 
the rich diversity of human experience.””? 

In the end, Barbour gives the reader the framework to understand the need for 
others to use it as a religious model to express a sense of unity. He explains that “all 
models are limited and partial, and none gives a complete or adequate picture of reality.” 
3° It is a matter of where you put your faith when understanding your place. One can put 


faith in science, giving us answers to essential questions, or one can put trust in religion, 


27 Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners? 163. 
°8 Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners? 134-135. 
2° Barbour, When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners? 180. 
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explaining the mysteries. Whichever system one chooses, one must remember that no 
model fulfills all needs or answers all questions. 

There is one last theological approach that contradicts Freud and his attempt to 
explain God as an illusion. It is an Environmental or Natural Theology founded by 
George Washington Carver. Natural theology examines what we know and do not know 
about God. It is a theology based on what we can learn in nature. He loved gardening and 
the smell of fresh soil and plants. His research would benefit everyone, creating a legacy 
that would live long past his existence. 

Contrary to Freud, Carver believed nature is not an illusion. Human need is a 
tremendous spiritual vacuum that God seeks to fill. He said, “Where there is no vision, 
there is no hope.”?! Historically, captured Africans held onto some of the religious 
practices of their native land. For example, the musical rhythms, drumming, dancing, 
preaching, healing, and magic rituals practiced in some African-American churches today 
came from Africa. In addition, Christianity in the South strongly influenced the 
development of African-American religion. 

In 1921, Dr. Carver went before the U.S. Ways and Means Committee. He had 
only ten minutes to speak, but he spoke for an hour and forty-five minutes about the 
peanut and how it relates to his faith. At the end of his presentation, the Chairman was 
curious. How did he know these things? Dr. Carver told him, “The Bible.” The Chairman 


inquired, “Does the Bible tell about peanuts?” “No, Sir,” Dr. Carver replied, “But it tells 


3! Mary Bagley. ‘George Washington Carver: Biography, Inventions & Quotes.’ Life Science. 
(New York, NY: Future US, Inc., 2013). https://www.livescience.com/41780-george-washington- 
carver.html. 


120 


about the God who made the peanut. I asked Him to show me what to do with the peanut, 
and He did.” ** * 

Mark D. Hersey, author of My Work Is That of Conservation: An Environmental 
Biography of George Washington Carver shows Carver’s holistic approach to faith and 
work. God used him in a powerful way to impact society. When asked about Dr. Carver’s 
observations about God, he said, “As a very small boy exploring the almost virgin woods 
of the old Carver place, I had the impression someone had just been there ahead of me. 
Things were so orderly, so clean, and harmoniously beautiful. A few years later, in the 
same woods, I was to understand the meaning of this boyish impression because I was 
practically overwhelmed with a sense of some Great Presence. Not only had someone 
been there. Someone was there...”°4 
George Washington Carver’s life should prompt us to take profound meditation on: 


1. Carver stayed where he felt called and served his people. Where are we called? 


2. He revealed what was possible for even someone of humble origins under 
challenging circumstances. 


3. Carver received guidance from God. 


3? William J. Federer, George Washington Carver: His Life and Faith in His Own Words (St. 
Louis, MI: Ameri Search, 2002), 36. 


33 Federer, 36. 


34 Mark D. Hersey, “CHAPTER 8 Divine Inspiration,” My Work Is That of Conservation: An 
Environmental Biography of George Washington Carver (Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2011), 
151-161, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/dtl/detail.action?docID=1685713. 
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In Closing 


“Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship Within the Urban Community” 
fundamentally relies on unity and truth in developing a community for all, expressing the 
true meaning of the church. As black women and advocates of the community, there is no 
difficulty in our mission to serve, nurture, and support. It is time to unite as a community 
and speak on the solutions rather than concentrate on the problems. All communities are 
prosperous societies blessed with creativity and ingeniousness. The first order of business 
is to educate each person, even if we must go door to door to begin to facilitate the 
necessary changes. We hold the power to make the changes needed for our communities. 
If we do not, then who will? The power of the gospel helps our ministry walk in grace 
and seek unity in the church and within many communities, rolling up our sleeves, doing 
the hard work, getting involved, and helping others see what it looks like when grace 


reigns supreme. 


Tribute To Those Who Lifted Our Spirit 
God is going to reveal to us things He never revealed before if we put our hands 
in His. No books ever go into my laboratory. The thing I am to do and the way of 
doing it are revealed to me. I never have to grope for methods. The method is 
revealed to me the moment I am inspired to create something new. Without God 
to draw aside the curtain, I would be helpless. - George Washington Carver*° 
What an inspirational quote. God is always speaking to us. If we act on His 


insight, we can develop a track record with others and take action on His influence to 


follow Him. Like Moses, God will use what is in your hands, “!7 The Lord said to Moses, 


35 Good Reads, “George Washington Carver,” 2024 Goodreads, Inc. 
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/1 1296 1-god-is-going-to-reveal-to-us-things-he-never. 
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‘I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I 


know you by name.’!® Moses said, ‘Show me your glory, I pray.”*° 

Zora Neale Hurston, Jarena Lee, Maria W. Stewart, Sojourner Truth, and Juliann 
Jane Tillman took steps based on His wisdom and inspiration. Women who choose not to 
sit back or navigate life the best way they can but stand on a promise from God, receive 
knowledge from Him, and act. Let us remember theologians who try to bridge 
relationships to real issues that have developed throughout the years that fortify and 
nourish change religiously. 

This project shows the importance of ministry and the impact of biblical, 
theological, and historical foundations that have set the groundwork. We might not all be 
able to stand at the pulpit. However, we can all teach those in our domain of influence 
and take to heart to study and spread God’s word, like my brothers and sisters who serve 
and nurture others in many communities. We owe the men and women who set the 
standards of love, sacrifice, and faith stretching back through the centuries to Africa an 
outstanding debt as we attempt to live up to their dreams and our own. They stand among 
a great cloud of witnesses as we go forth, naming and claiming us as their own, all in 
Jesus’ name and glory. 

My mother was a community organizer. She was an activist in a prosperous but 
low-income community, organizing communities to alleviate poverty. She was a mover, a 
doer, fearless, and never yielded to anyone. She saw the impact of poverty on individuals 
and families and wanted to do something about it. This candidate grew up with a woman 


who had a passion for people. Watching what one woman can accomplish, I never 


36 Coogan, Exodus 33:17-18, 131. 
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doubted the power of women to change the world. Part of my project was about women’s 
role in the community. Women like my mother, Pastor Yvonne Burns, and Evangelist 
Laurice Carr continue to bring awareness to the community outreach ministry in support 
of establishing a more unified community. 

Exploring the Interdisciplinary Foundation will give the reader a deeper 
understanding of how this foundation can relate to other fields of theological study, 1.e., 
science. This candidate chose ways to Renew the Church, moving into a united and more 
wholesome urban community. Here are a few ways: 

a. In church attendance, 

b. In unity 

c. In discipleship 

d. In urban community outreach, and 


e. In culture. 


CHAPTER SIX 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
We act like we are alone, but we are not. We are part of a fragile system made up 
of all living things. To survive, we must trust each other, depend on each other, 


and coexist. 
Eshakhia Sobukwe 


This chapter summarizes the DMin project titled, “Renewing the Church for the 
Role in Discipleship within the Urban Community,” based on the scripture, Ephesians 
4:15-16.' This candidate could have picked an easier passage reminiscent of Jesus’ 
mission, that is, Matthew 14:13- 21, 15:32- 39, but chose a scripture that gave insight and 
reflected our role in and out of the church. The letter to Ephesus reveals the real meaning 
of who God declares we are. Paul speaks of the gifts we may hold and reminds us of the 
importance of kindness, unity, and hope, which are the best qualities of our societies. 
This candidate hopes participating in this project may inspire the assembly to rally 
together and move out of the pews. Writing this final selection will summarize the results 
and findings drawn from guest speaker presentations, discussions, and pre-and post- 
questionnaires that searched to find the meaning of community outreach through different 


outlets, pending recommendations for future study. 


' Michael D. Coogan et al., “Ephesians 4:15-16,” The New Oxford Annotated Bible: New Revised 
Standard Version With The Apocrypha (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2010), 2057. !° But 
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, '° from 
whom the whole body joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part 
is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
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How do we renew the church? We restore the church from the inside out, and then 
we can disciple the community. We must become disciples. What did Jesus say to the 
disciples when they were arguing about who should be first, “*° He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all 
(Mark 9:35).” 7 ? We will continue to have problems with the church and renew the 
church and our discipleship efforts until we change. God is always helping those who 
cannot help themselves. It is throughout the scriptures. Community outreach is about 
ministering so that people know that Christ loves them and has enough Christ in us to 


love them into the kingdom. 


The problem in the Church 

The problem is that the church, in general, has been stagnated due to the lack of 
growth and decline pre-COVID-19. Post-COVID-19 has elevated the issue. The issue has 
increased. These churches will have the information necessary to change current outreach 
ministry programming if they participate in a community outreach workshop. It is more 
than just creating programs. It is preparing people to get out of the pews and into the 
community. Dr. Rick Warren, the author of The Purpose Driven Church :Growth 
Without Compromising Your Message and Mission, writes “Anybody can be won to 


Christ if you discover the key to his or her heart...the most likely place to start is with the 


2 Coogan, et al, Mark 9:35, 1809. 


3 Bible Study Tools, “Protos,” Salem Web Network, 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/nas/ephesians/passage/?q=ephesians+4: 15-16. The first is from the Greek 
root word protos. It means first in influence, honor, and rank. Servant is from the Greek root word diakonos 
and means one who acts on the desires of another. 
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person’s felt needs.”* The needs of people in the community are so diverse, i.e., spiritual, 
material, physical, financial, emotional, intellectual, and social, that several different 
types of outreach programs are necessary. Understanding what people value most in their 
lives applies to community outreach (CO). Rev. Dr. Cynthia Thompson gives us an 
excellent example of outreach ministry. She says, “We have to meet people where they 
are, but sometimes we also have to know the back story to get where they are. So, we can 
know how they got to where they are. Then, with love, we can move them forward. ’? In 
other words, we need know the community to be involved, which is what we do as 
Disciples of Christ. 

Evangelist Carr reveals another problem. She says, “So many people in the church, 
i.e., pastors, prophets, evangelists, teachers, laypersons, are too comfortable. We are just 
going through the motions, keep doing what we have been doing, and this is all we will 
do.” We need to get uncomfortable. Everyone wants to stay in the pew, remain in the 
church building where they are not growing. God gave us gifts to help others, pastor the 
sheep, and help edify and build communities. Jesus left the work in our hands. 

Of course, servanthood takes time. We can serve anywhere and with anyone, but 
we also must be willing to serve within the church and community. As disciples of Christ, 
we are commissioned to go beyond the four walls of the church. We must reach out 


personally and lovingly to those skeptical about the church. This is an integral part of 


4 Rick Warren, “Bringing In a Crow,” The Purpose Driven Church: Growth Without 
Compromising Your Message and Mission (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1995), 219, https://search- 
ebscohost-com.dtl.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx?direct=true& db=nlebk& AN=83323&site=chost-live. 


5 Zoom, Kingdom Building, “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship Within the Urban 
Community,” Guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Cynthia Thompson (October 7, 2023). 


® Zoom, We Are Better Together, “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship within the 
Urban Community,” Guest speaker, Evangelist Laurice Carr (October 11, 2023). 
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growing disciples and fostering fellowship among believers. The fellowship brings 


people together around a common purpose “linked together by love.’””’ 


Hypothesis 

It is hypothesized that if church members participated in the community outreach 
educational zoom sessions, the members would be equipped with the knowledge of how 
to improve and sustain a successful outreach program, network with established outreach 
ministries and improve church and community relationships. In seminary, we learn that 
difficult conversations can lead to a more robust and structured community, which is vital 
to a community’s healing process. How will this project tell the story of your 
community? How will this project help you move forward? 

Addressing our past and the challenges that come with it, we can create a 
community built on strength and resilience that will show the bigger picture. We still had 
an immense amount of pain in our society that needed attention to heal. That is part of 
our story, too. This project is unique. Why, because we are not just painting a picture, but 
we are directly connected to the heart of the community. Something initially so divisive 
allowed us to all come together in the end, resulting in a tighter-knit community. 

We can address the deep wounds in the community by engaging in the 
conversation and providing needed resources. With respect to outreach programs, church 
activity, and the community we can strategically have difficult conversations. Thus, 
making a considerable investment in social cohesion and turning that pain into strength 


while building authentic relationships in the community. Latisha Culkin writes, “When 


7 Zoom, Speaking the Truth in Love, “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship within the 
Urban Community,” Guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Judith Tobias, (October 6, 2023). 
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the Christian leader works in the secular arena with people who are not saved, and when 
the Christian leaders take their skills and training outside the four walls, they change that 


working community for Christ (Culkin).”® 


Theologically, Jesus Christ makes it clear that 
churches are called to reach beyond their walls and serve those in need, for through 
outreach, lives will be transformed, and the needs will be met. In short, the Bible clearly 
addresses the mandate for community outreach in Ephesians 4:15-16. 

This candidate wants to do this job to help develop genuine community spirit 
throughout the urban and neighboring communities, willing to immerse oneself in the 
history and be a part of it to understand where the people are coming from. As disciples 
of Christ, we can reach a wider audience, that is, local city officials, et cetera. We can use 
our platform to discuss why things are important, why we should support them, and how 
they fit into the larger picture. It has become clear that these relationships contribute to 
our community spirit. As we unite physically, mentally, and emotionally, we know the 
value of shared spaces, such as knitting our community tapestry back together. 

Dr. Brenda Braam, the author of “Missio Dei: The Mission of God,” tells us that 
we can do this through compassion.’ She quotes Henri Nouwen, a noted writer and 
theologian, who says, “Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter the places of 
pain to share in brokenness, fear, and confusion. Compassion challenges us to cry out 


with those in misery, to mourn with those who are lonely, to weep with those in tears... 


8 Latasha Culkin, “Washington Street Baptist Church: Training Leaders for Community Outreach,” 
(Dissertation, Lynchburg, VA: Liberty University, 2021), iv. 
https://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4 133 &context=doctoral. 


° Brenda Braam, “Missio Dei: The Mission of God,” Community Ministry Conference of the 
Great Lakes Theological Institute (Lansing, MI: Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church, October 18, 
2023), 3. 
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to be weak with the weak, vulnerable with the vulnerable, and powerless with the 
powerless. Compassion means full immersion in the condition of being human.”!° 
Compassion is an essential quality for developing proper community understanding. 

Her presentation examined the understanding of social justice and evangelism and 
how it influences our day-to-day lives. She offers three reasons why evangelism and 
social action are imperative to church growth. That is, the absence of social action, the 
willingness of a church to take on social problems, and social action preserves the fruits 
of evangelism. Dr. Robert Walker, the author of “The Perils of Prophetic Preaching and 
Praxis” reaffirms the church engaging beyond the walls through government, culture, 
business, etc. !' For example, Dr. King stressed that the church must take a stand 
wherever there is injustice. Two years before his famous March on Washington, Martin 
Luther King Jr. visited Southern Seminary and spoke in the chapel. His sermon was titled 
“The Church on the Frontier of Racial Tension.” He challenged the church to shut down 
racism and segregation and bring about racial unity. 

Jonathan Rieder, the author of Gospel of Freedom: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 
Letter from Birmingham Jail and the Struggle That Changed a Nation dives deep into the 
Letter from the Birmingham Jail, revealing its timeless message and crucial position in 
civil rights history. After interviewing Dr. King’ s colleagues and listening to his 
audiotapes, Rieder gives the reader a startling perspective on the Letter and the man who 


wrote it. Dr. King says, “Like a boil that can never be cured so long as it is covered up 


'0 Henri Nouwen Society, “Compassion,” St. Louis, Missouri, 
2023 https://henrinouwen.org/meditations/compassion/ 


'! Robert Walker, “The Perils of Prophetic Preaching and Praxis,” Community Ministry 
Conference of the Great Lakes Theological Institute, (Lansing, MI: Friendship House of Prayer Baptist 
Church, October 18, 2023), 1. 
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but must be open with all its ugliness to the natural medicines of air and light, injustice 
must be exposed, with all the tension its exposure creates, to the light of human 
conscience and the air of national opinion before it is cured.” ! 

Dr. King is in Birmingham because he feels compelled to respond to injustice 
wherever he finds it. He compares his work to the early Christians, especially the Apostle 
Paul, who traveled far from his homeland to spread the gospel. Finally, he questions the 
idea that anyone suffering injustice, even those in Birmingham, is naturally connected to 
racial injustice on a national scale. 

The success of this hypothesis means throwing out any preconceived notions and 
being open minded. Dr. Walker writes, “Dr. King brought people of every tribe, class, 
and creed closer toward forming “God’s beloved community” an anchor of love and 
hope.”!> We need to step out, perform of our routine duties, and engage in a project like 
this. Dian van Huijstee and Richard Ronay, the authors of The Cambridge Handbook of 
Organizational Community Engagement and Outreach says, “For those looking to 
understand, study, and practice community engagement, and outreach they must engage 
in their communities.”'* Specifically, look at how it ties into the urban and neighboring 
communities and helps tell the story, and see it as an opportunity to invest in your 


community wellbeing. Community understanding lies at the heart of Dr. King’s efforts to 


2 Jonathan Reider, Gospel of Freedom: Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail 
and the Struggle That Changed a Nation (New York, NY: Bloomsbury Press, 2014), 169. 


'3 Robert Walker, “The Perils of Prophetic Preaching and Praxis.” 7. 


'4 Dian van Huijstee and Richard Ronay, “Make the World A Better Place: Local Leadership as a 
Vehicle for Personal and Community Development,” in The Cambridge Handbook of Organizational 
Community Engagement and Outreach, ed., Joseph A. Allen (Cambridge, GB: Cambridge University Press, 
2018), 301-314, https://www-cambridge-org.dtl.idm.oclc.org/core/books/cambridge-handbook-of- 
organizational-community-engagement-and-outreach/leading-community-engagement- 
efforts/01781 DD6CAAS7E41B3E46A43DD7AD41A. 
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develop a beloved community. Richard Lischer describes it as a “period of social 
harmony and universal brotherhood that would follow the current social struggle.” !° 

It requires a leap of faith. After going through this project, I have a more profound 
respect and understanding of so many different feelings and responses from the guest 
speakers and volunteers who shared their thoughts on how to unite the community. 
Especially, how they can play a role in healing past trauma or community engagement 
moving forward. While this was one of the most influential and profound experiences of 


my career, there were times when it was complicated. The mentorship this candidate 


received was invaluable to get through this successfully. 


How can we bridge the gap between church and community? 

Here, I digress. I want everything to be clear about the purpose of this project. 
This project concerns black women’s church role and connection to the community. 
When this candidate speaks of bridging the gap, it is about opening the church doors, 
creating a welcoming, inclusive environment, and moving out of the church and into the 
community. Women like my grandmother, who taught Sunday school and organized 
fundraisers, stood at the church door and welcomed everyone who attended every Sunday 
with a big smile and hug. She taught the children how to pray and gave families hope. 

Women like her supported the church, with little or no education, were not 
ordained or licensed to preach, and were taught and testified to all who would listen, 
changing their lives. Women like my mother, who has spent her life serving people 


experiencing poverty. Mom ran a soup kitchen in the basement of our home every 


'S Richard Lischer, The Preacher King: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Word That Moved 
America (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1997), 234. 
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Wednesday and Friday for over 20 years. My earliest memories were the smell of 
homemade bread, soup, and sandwiches to the men and women entering the basement 
door. My job was handing out the sliced cornbread and sliced tomatoes. I can still 
remember the excitement of being there. To this day, I feel that great sense of purpose 
that these women, my mother and my grandmother, introduced me. 

In addition, Mrs. Anita Bailey, who worked at the Community Church as the 
secretary for twenty years, voluntarily served when the church could not pay her. She was 
paid pennies for her daily work in the community. And women like me who heard the 
call to ministry. I listened to the history of the women who came before me and their 
troubles within the church. Like Elisha, I was unafraid to take on the mantle of leadership 
because of the black women who taught me to stand, serve, and testify. Could I stand? 


Could I commit? After a long deliberation and prayer, my answer is yes, I will go. 


Methodology 
In implementing this project, there were many questions I ask myself: 


How could this candidate stress the importance of community outreach? 
What roadblocks may occur? 

What message would be received from the guest speakers? 

How do we get people motivated for outreach? 

And how do we as leaders sustain it? 


DSS 


This candidate actually questions her own ministry due to unforeseen 
circumstances. Who would carry on the Urban Community Ministry (UCM) outreach 
program if I stopped? It was important that these sessions become a teaching experience 
that broadens our knowledge, strengthens skills, and builds networks. Creating 


opportunities through traditional and non-traditional avenues seemed appropriate. The 
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guest speakers describe several paths the participants can take to gain valuable teaching 
experience to start or advance the outreach programs and ultimately become more 
effective leaders with intention. 

I had to deviate from my original plan. The original proposal was designed to be 
an open forum, breaking into small groups to discuss the community outreach program 
with one church. The church backed out at the last minute. Fortunately, I had the 
opportunity to expand the project format with multiple speakers whose diversity and 
experience offered a much more progressive discussion without any limitations, not 
defined to one target area. Thus, creating a sound foundation and a new plan made this 
project exceed my own expectations. 

Before the start of the DMin project titled, “Renewing the Church for the Role in 
Discipleship within the Urban Community,” the church that was to be involved dropped 
out eleven days before the scheduled onset date due to unforeseen circumstances. The 
project’s purpose was community outreach through church renewal, discipleship, and its 
impact on the community, with the full intention of promoting a teaching and learning 
experience that would benefit church leaders, church members, lay persons, and 
community residents. 

After extensive research and consulting the mentors of Prophetic Preaching and 
Praxis (P3), and Dr. Viola Martin (the project convener) the principle of the project 
remained the same, with a different perspective on its presentation. Creating a teaching 
experience was more productive, creative, and fruitful for both the participants and the 
guest speakers. In choosing the guest speakers, we intended to provide diverse 


individuals who would create an optimistic, constructive, and beneficial viewpoint on 
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what community outreach is all about, how to engage, and the benefits of being a part of 


community change. The process includes active listening, discussion, deliberation, and 
community engagement that builds relationships in the community, which will eventually 
strengthen the community and develop new leaders. 

Each guest speaker expressed their meaning of community outreach as a teaching 
and learning experience via a one-hour Zoom session held for six weeks. One guest 
speaker could not attend but offered a video demonstrating her dedication to developing 
the community, the people of Avalon Village, and education, which will be added to this 
section as part of this presentation. Her name is Shamayim Harris, aka “Mama Shu.” She 
is a dear friend and the Founder and CEO of Avalon Village, which is built on 
unconditional love. Highland Park, Michigan, residents deserve a beautiful community 
regardless of socio-economic status. For fifteen years, Mama Shu has been blessed with a 
team of philanthropists who give their time, resources, and thousands of hours to 
maintain the mission and build Avalon Village. '° 

As the guest speakers and volunteers repeatedly maintained, if you want to help 
people, you must involve them in the process. Individuals and organizations with a vested 
interest must be engaged in the operation to be successful. In creating this experience, we 
wanted to teach the participants how to acquire new skills. Thus, allowing those 
interested to navigate different presentations and engage. Three keywords motivated this 
candidate: assimilation, application, and context. Each session created a new 
conversation, which helped strengthen the lessons with richness that established real 


meaningful applications that relate to community outreach from a practical standpoint. 


16 Shamayim Harris, From Blight to Beauty, TEDxDetroit, 2016. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGdJyyolmSw. 
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Implementation 

This project was conducted for six weeks, seven one-hour sessions — from 
October 6 to November 13, 2023. A packet containing a flyer, invitation, consent form, 
covenant, and pre/post questionnaire survey was sent online before the start date (See 
Appendices A, B, C, and E). Dr. Viola Martin created a flyer (See Appendix A) with the 
teaching schedule, dates, and times of each session, accordingly, considering that the 
dates may have to be changed due to the availability of the guest speakers. The candidate 
set up the Zoom meetings for all seven sessions. Each session offered a different view for 
the project title based on the Ephesians 4:15- 16 scripture. For example, Rev. Dr. 
Tobias’s oration, Speak the Truth in Love, and Evangelist Laurice Carr’s oration: We Are 
Better Together, and Bishop Jeffery Lang’s orations: Church Renewal/We Have Come 
Together Before. Each presentation identified the needs of the community and developed 


a plan of action to mobilize the ministry volunteers. 


Summary of Learning 


The data collected and analysis 


This project was finalized after people completed the seven Zoom sessions. There 
would be an increase in community outreach, research education, and discipleship 
participation toward the end of the sessions. An average of six to twelve participants 
attended the Zoom meeting per session. Participation was voluntary. Consents were 
signed and collected. The results of the survey (pre- and post) were kept anonymous. The 


feedback of the data collected was vital. One of the shortcomings was that not all 
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participants, who attended the Zoom sessions returned their pre or post-survey. Instead, 
participants verbally expressed their options and support of the project. 

Even though the participants did not complete either (pre or post-survey), this 
candidate appreciated their input and feedback. The goal was to reflect on particular 
issues, like community outreach and community relationships associated with this 
content. Their understanding and grasp of the presentation were greatly valued, especially 
concerning prior experiences and current and future contexts. Another shortcoming to 


this project was the Zoom session time schedule, which will be discussed later. 


Synopsis of major findings 

The project findings resulted in more participants wanting to reach out to their 
church home leaders to get involved with community outreach organizations or to 
increase awareness of the importance of outreach discipleship. The project also resulted 
in participants advocating for more opportunities to come together on Zoom to share 


information and give support to others working in outreach ministries. 


Data Analysis results: 

The pre-post survey is composed of fifteen questions. Fourteen individuals 
participated in this project. Twelve participants completed the pre-post survey, while 
participants M and N (both men) still needed to complete it. Here is the demographic of 
those who participated in the weekly sessions. 

The results of the Zoom sessions concluded that ninety-two percent of attendees 


were female and eight percent were male. The ages of the participants are as follows: 
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e Ages 40-49 is 17%. 


e Ages 50-59 is 33% 

e Ages 60-69 is 25% 

e Ages 70-79 are 17%. 

e Those who submitted No Entry was 8%. 

The participants were 92% female and 8% male. The demographics for age and 
gender do not change. Eleven women and one man attended the weekly sessions and 
completed the pre and post-survey. 

For Questions Three and Four-Position and How active in the church: 

There is no change in the pre and post-church positions. Fifty-eight percent of 
participants are active church members, serving an average of twenty to sixty-four years. 
At the same time, sixteen percent hold a staff position in the church. The positions 
included a Pastor/Bishop, founder of outreach organizations, staff church members, 
council church members, and community volunteers. One participant stated she is an 
active church member, attending five or six church activities yearly. 

There has been minimal change in the level of activity of the church and staff 
members. Pre-post data shows that 75% are very active, 9% are quite active, 8% are 
moderately active, and one participant did not respond (8%). Post-survey data shows that 
83% are very active, 8% are moderately active, and 9% are active. 

For Questions Five and Six, Is there a harmonious relationship between the 
church and the community, and what is the relationship with the church. The graphs are 


below: 


138 


Pre-Survey Question 5: Does your church and 
the community around it have a harmonious 


relationship? 

12 
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Post-Survey Q5: Does your church and the 
community around it have a harmonious 

12 relationship? 
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There was a slight change between the harmony of the church and community. 
Pre-post shows that seventy-five percent reported they felt their church had a harmonious 
relationship with the community; one participant replied no (8%), and two did not answer 
(16%). Post-surveys revealed an increase of 8% in yes responses, from 75% to 83%. 


The graphs are below. 


139 


Pre-Survey Q6: Rate the relationship between 
your church and the surrounding community. 
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Post-Survey Q6: Rate the relationship between 
your church and the surrounding community. 
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There was a significant change in how respondents rated the relationship between 
their church and the community. In the pre-post survey, 42% reported it was average, 
42% reported it was good, and 16% reported it as excellent. In the post-survey, 75% 


reported good, 16% reported excellent, and 8% reported average. The graphs are below. 
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Questions 7 and 8 are open-ended. What problems are most important in the 
church and community relationship? The most common response was a need for more 
trust and communication and an outreach ministry presence in the community. This 
candidate will focus on the top five or three most important problems in the community 
and the top five or three most useful and valuable solutions. Returning to our Zoom 
sessions, several speakers spoke of a lack of communication in the community and the 
church and the fear of working outside the church. One participant gave an example of 
feeling used as a photo op. He stated that church groups would come into the community, 
pass out food, take photos, leave, and never return. The Urban Community Ministry aims 
to build a trusting relationship and do follow-up visits to outreach locations to promote 
personal growth and spiritual maturity. Here, we will elaborate on how to address trust 
and communication issues. 

What would be the most helpful solution to these problems? When asked what 
would be the most beneficial solution to the problem, the participants’ most common 
survey response was to increase community outreach presence, follow up after visiting, 
offer food and clothing, and have resource material to pass out that links them to other 
community outreach programs. Our ministry would suggest better communication, 
increased outreach ministry presence, and getting more members involved in the 
community, which are the most useful solutions to these issues and the most popular 
responses. To ensure communication between the church and the community and 
increase the church’s presence, UCM plans to join other outreach ministries with local 


vendors that represent the church’s presence. 
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In Question 9, there was a slight change from the pre- to the post-survey. Of the 


12 participants, ten responded yes, while 2 answered no. After our last session, they 
responded with a yes. The information provided by the guest speakers had a significant 
impact on them. Participants D and E reached out to other church members and 
established a connection with the community. Participant D said, “God had brought me to 
a place of love for the people. I wanted people to have the gift I received and made my 
life much better.” By sharing her story, she strengthens our faith in others, promotes unity, 
openly invites others into the ministry, and experiences personal growth and 
transformation. 

This project taught us that churches face challenges in maintaining a thriving 
outreach ministry—factors like COVID, which decreased church membership, and lack 
of financing directly impact outreach ministries. Pastor Burns gave a great example of 
how some churches can overcome obstacles. With COVID, many people are still afraid 
to come out and participate in outreach. On the other hand, people have turned toward 
outreach to rebuild their ministries and organizations because of COVID. 

Pastor Burns spoke of the plight in her church and how the pandemic transformed 
how she served. As a result, she believes that they have reached more people. They had 
to learn many things they had never done, such as the technology. That in itself was just 
huge, and the church was able to expand its participation. It is a learning and growth 
process. You have to rely on resources outside of yourself. She said, “That is the key, as 
well as other resources and networking because we do not have the resources in our 


church that have that experience.” 
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Pre-Survey Q9: Does your church have a 
community outreach program? 
12 


10 


No 


Post-Survey Q9: Does your church have a 
community outreach program? 
12 


10 


No 


Question 10 remained unchanged: Why is participating in a community outreach 
program necessary? Everyone responded with a resounding Yes. There is so much more 
to life than what they are seeing. Everyone is going through something, and we want to 


tell them that God will go through it with them. 
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Pre-Survey Q10: How important to you is it to 
participate in a community outreach program? 


12 


10 


Not Interested Little Important Moderately Very Important 
Important 


Post-Survey Q10: How important to you is it to 
participate in a community outreach program? 


12 


Not Interested Little Important Moderately Very Important 
Important 


It is imperative to participate in an outreach program. As I stated earlier, have we 
forgotten the contributions of those who came before us (legendary women/men who set 
precedents), who sacrificed their lives and well-being to bring about the spirit of what the 
church is about, not only within four walls? Question 11 asks what might convince you to 
participate in a church outreach program. The most common response was a clearly 


defined church mission and a more welcoming, inclusive atmosphere. This question 
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reminds me of people like Evangelist Carr, Rev. Dr. Lang, and Pastor Burns, who 


discussed what their outreach ministry has done in our previous sessions. 


Pre-Survey Q11: What might convince you to 
participate in a church outreach program? 
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Post-Survey Q11: What might convince you to 
participate in a church outreach program? 
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Participants were asked to share any positive or negative outreach ministry 


experiences. One participant says, “The whole subject saddens me, and no one can 
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benefit from someone else’s sad story.” We connect with a story, mainly if we 


are narratively transported or absorbed into a narrative. The emotional content resonates 
with us in a way that makes us feel its meaning. We automatically experience emotions. 
Rick Busselle and Helena Bilandzic, the authors of Fictionality and Perceived Realism in 
Experiencing Stories: A Model of Narrative Comprehension and Engagement, writes, 
“So when we listen to a sad story, we become unhappy, teary-eyed, or cry because the 
emotions the story conveys simulate those we have experienced in real life.” 

Some of the most comforting words are ‘me too.’ That moment when you find out 
that your struggle is someone else’s. You are not alone; others have been down the same 
road, which will be part of someone else’s survival. The project was guided by the 
findings of brothers and sisters like myself who put themselves in uncomfortable 
situations that will change the world. Discipleship involves crossing into territories that 
bring awareness to the pain, trauma, and suffering of those in need. Servitude, 
Community Outreach, and Evangelism bring diversity, unity, and a better understanding 
of what God has commanded us to do. We would do so much good if only we could 
make reaching souls for Christ the objective by allowing whatever programming and 
assistance to those outside our four walls know that we are someone that they can trust 
and follow. 

If these churches participate in a community outreach workshop, then they will 
have the information necessary to change the current church outreach ministry 


programming. We would like to build a new way to cooperate and work together to 


'7 Rick Busselle and Helena Bilandzic, “Fictionality and Perceived Realism in Experiencing 
Stories: A Model of Narrative Comprehension and Engagement,” Communication Theory, Pullman, WA: 
Washington State University, 2002;18(2):255-280. 
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remove the stigmas and religious dogma that had previously hindered us. Eventually, we 
will align ourselves with those in need outside the church’s stained-glass windows. 
Community outreach improves communication with the community, provides 
opportunities to get involved, and helps build relationships between the community and 
the church. 

Regrettably, some community residents may have never participated in 
community discussions before and may be underrepresented, i.e., youth, seniors, 
minorities, veterans, low-income families, and residents with disabilities. Each 
community is different. As community leaders, we should include all community 
members. The challenges for these individuals are often limited by the location, time, 
language, education, or topic, which may be disruptive. They have ideas, concerns, and 
insights of great value that may benefit forums and bring awareness to unseen issues that 
still need to be addressed. 

In completing the seven sessions of this project titled, “Renewing the Church for 
the Role in Discipleship within the Urban Community,” this candidate intends to 
continue networking with other sisters and brothers to share our vision of the community 
outreach ministry. We could meet every week for an hour or two. Pastor Yvonne Burns, 
Evangelist Laurice Carr, and Bishop Jeffery Lang are three guest speakers who spoke of 
engaging and incorporating time to participate in the community. They speak of conflict, 
sacrifice, and motivation. In addition, there are disagreements within the church with 
serving the community. In creating my hypothesis, their presentation gave me hope for 
why I started this project. Sometimes, it does not go smoothly, but the work continues 


with servitude, discipleship, and God’s grace. 
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After analyzing this project’s data and other material, the candidate emailed the 


participant for feedback. The survey results are attached below: 


Project Survey Feedback Percentage 


2% 


u Very Satisfied =Highly Likely =Very Satisfied «Satisfied = Yes 


Data Results 
This survey had seven questions, four of which were open-ended and listed below. 
I sent it to fourteen (14) participants; three still needed to complete it, and eleven (11) 


responded. The graph shows the percentage results. 


I. How would you rate your experience with our project team? 

25% were very satisfied (11 participants and one decline to answer)) 
o Very Satisfied 

Satisfied 

Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 

Very Dissatisfied 


o0o00 0 


2. Were all your concerns addressed? 
25% marked Yes (11 participants and one decline to answer) 
o Yes 
o No 
o Not Sure 
o Other 
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3. How satisfied are you with the result? 
Ten participants were very satisfied while one participant checked Satisfied. 
o Very Satisfied (23%) 
Satisfied (2%) 
Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 
Dissatisfied 
Very Dissatisfied 


4. How likely are you to return for any future projects? 
25% checked highly likely (1 1participants and one decline to answer). 
o Highly likely 

Likely 
Not sure 
Unlikely 
Highly Unlikely 

This one is the most important of all the surveys distributed to all the participants. 
You may ask why. My biggest concern for each session was that the participants grasped 
and embraced the information. I was pleased to see a few taking notes and some leaning 
forward. I appreciate the guest speakers’ attention to bringing the selected passage 
(Ephesians 4:15-16) as part of their presentation. So, these last three questions were very 
significant in confirming the success of this six-week project. The weekly one-hour 
session's result affirmed my hypothesis's success: “If church members participate in the 
community outreach ministry educational Zoom sessions, then they will be equipped with 


the knowledge to increase community outreach ministry awareness and participation and 


improve church and community relationships.” 


Additional Feedback 


Please provide additional feedback by answering the following questions: 
1. What went well? What could be done again? 
2. What did not go well? What would we do differently to improve your experience 
regarding future projects? 
3. Any additional thoughts or concerns? 
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In Question One, the most significant response was how well the session ran 
together. One participant said, “I knew about outreach, but did not know the many ways I 
could help my community.” Another said, “I want to do more. I want to get my family 
involved. Sister Shaka, you did everything right. I like the flow. The volunteers at the end 
were a good touch.” 

In Question Two, Participant G said, “Rev. Shaka’s technical difficulty is always 
an issue. It is how you maintain it, and you did well. When will we be meeting again? 

In Question Three, Participant A said, “I want to hear more. When will you be 


doing another Zoom session?” 


Conclusion 

People will trust who we are if we are genuine and kind. I often ask myself; 
did I inspire them? Did I make them feel valued? Did I leave a lasting positive 
impression? Did I make them feel empowered? 

Eshakhia Sobukwe Journal Entry, September 4, 2023 

Understanding what communities think, feel and taking those thoughts and 
feelings seriously is the only road to a legitimate and meaningful partnership. It is not 
only always about social change. Sometimes, you must meet others where they are, 
follow instead of lead, actively listen, be patient, and let them come to you. In my 
experience, this is what I have learned. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 speaks to me in so many different ways. The Book of 
Ephesians goes beyond the church role, our call to ministry, servitude, and growth. Our 


position in the church is defined in 4:11-12, “''The gifts he gave were that some would 


be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, !* to equip the 
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saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.”!* These gifts God 


gave us were not just a title. God had something else in mind. 

The purpose of the church is to love doing something almost impossible. Making 
a difference is part of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. At the end of the day, this candidate 
is exhausted and yet ready to start again because of my love for the community and the 
connection that binds us together and that is love. We are told in verse 15 and 16 
that,“'> Speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into Him who is the 
head, into Christ, '° from whom the whole body, joined and knitted together by every 
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love (Ephesians 4:15-16).” This passage validates the 
importance of loving relationships within the community, contrary to what is going on 
today. 

In one of our sessions, we discussed how many people in the church, that is, 
pastors, prophets, evangelists, teachers, and laypersons get too comfortable. We need to 
get uncomfortable. They are going through the motions and keep doing what we have 
done for years. Everyone wants to stay in the pew, remain in the church building where 
they are not growing. Guest speaker Evangelists Laurice Carr purposed that maybe it is 
time for us to move out of our lane; our comfort zone and get involved with God’s work. 
God gave us gifts to help others, pastor the sheep, and help edify and build communities. 
Jesus left the work in our hands. On the other hand, many people are not coming to 
churches or filling the pews. So, guess what? We are obligated to do what God has 


instructed us to do. God will use us in different ways. Isaiah 6:8 says, “® Then I heard the 


'8 Coogan, et al, Ephesians 4:11-12, 2057. 
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voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here 


am I; send me!” !° That is how I feel about the work we do. We want God to use us. 

Overall, the Zoom sessions were a success. Why, because the guest speakers 
represented a wide variety of expertise from different positions in the church and 
outreach ministry. Many of the speakers have been working in outreach for twenty-plus 
years. The door is open for networking and sharing information that could help support 
each other’s ministries and bridge the gap by connecting individuals for future endeavors. 
The guest’s speaker’s message gave rise to the magnitude of community outreach insight 
and gave examples of the impact their presence in the community has had in ministries. 
How can we ignore the Great Commission? Jesus told the eleven disciples in Matthew 
28:19-20 to, “ Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit, °° and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” *° This call on our lives was given to us, who were commissioned to go into 
the world and create disciples. Dr. Tobias states that, “We have a better story. In fact, we 
have the best story. It is Jesus’s story.””!. 

Finally, there were roadblocks: not all participants completed the pre- and post- 
form, the Zoom sessions were only an hour and we experienced technical difficulties 
assimilating into Zoom. To ensure everything ran smoothly, I sent emails reminding all 
the participants to return the pre and post-forms, but to my dismay, five still needed to be 


submitted. In addition, this candidate studied many tutorials to learn how to maneuver 


'? Coogan, Isaiah 6:8, 977. 
20 Coogan, Matthew 28:19-20, 1790. 


21 Zoom, “Speak in Truth and Love,” Rev. Dr. Judith Tobias. 
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through Zoom, simply knowing the basic moves. Unfortunately, I was unable to share a 


PowerPoint. The participants and guest speakers understood. I apologized, and the 
presentation continued. All went well considering! After studying many tutorials the 
following week, the candidate could share the PowerPoint, and everyone could contribute 
to the discussion. 

Roadblocks mentioned by some of the guest speakers regarding churches lack of 
participation from a leadership point of view included: lack of financial funding, 
deceased number of members attendance, poor church/community relationship, lack of 
trust between church members and the community, post covid-19 fear of gatherings and 
lack of outside venders’ support. Guest speaker, Pastor Yvonne Burns, blessed everyone 
that was on the Zoom session that day with her response to the dilemma. She stated that 
she recognized that some members in her church wanted to be involved with outreach 
ministry, but the current state of the church’s position could not ascertain it. So, to 
overcome her church’s roadblocks, she decided to have her church join in with Evangelist 
Carr’s outreach ministry. The rationale was that Evangelist Carr’s outreach ministry was 
already up and running successfully for over twenty years; they had the connections and 
resources to maintain a thriving ministry. Joining her group was a win-win situation for 
everyone involved. Guest speakers Sister Pam Smith and Sister Phyllis Jackson, both 
members of her church, spoke about the experience. They expressed how grateful they 
were for the opportunity to learn so much about outreach from such a great leader and 
because by joining in with a larger established group they were able to witness to non- 
believers not only in their neighborhoods but all throughout the city. They were 


introduced to so many other volunteers that were just as excited to be a part of spreading 
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the good news. They were able to participate in other outreach programs and were 


excited to tell church members what they had learned. Sister Pam Smith stated, “I am so 
thankful to Pastor Burns for introducing me to minister Carr. I went to pastor Burns and 
told her I had a passion for outreach but had no idea what to do. She introduced us and 
my life has never been the same. So many doors to outreach have been opened for me. I 
was so proud when the pastor appointed me in charge of our church's outreach 
ministry.”’? Together with ministry Carr, our outreach has grown, and we have been able 
to bless our church and our community with some of the programs offered through other 
outreach ministries.” Pastor Burn’s story is an example of what my project is all about. 
Pastor Burns realized that her church lacked the resources to fill its role of ministering to 
the community. Therefore, she developed a plan that would ensure her church’s presence 
would be established as a beacon within the community while fulfilling the roles of 
discipleship. 

All of the questions on the survey were vital to the project but the answer to one 
question really stood out to me. We asked participants what problems are the most 
important in the church/community relationship and the most popular answer was trust. 
Building trust between the church and community maybe difficult but not impossible. 
Building trust between the church and community will not happen overnight but 
gradually over time. It is important for the church to maintain a stable fixture within the 
community. For this project to be a success, trust must be established not only with words 


but also with actions. Both parties learning to depend on each other will strengthen the 


2 Zoom, Wrap-up Session, “Renewing the Church for the Role in Discipleship within the Urban 
Community,” Guest speaker, Sister Pam Smith (November 13, 2023). 
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bond and provide a feeling of security that will in turn allow non believes to be more 
receptive to receiving the message about God’s love and devotion. 

The wealth of knowledge presented by the quest speakers were above and beyond 
our expectations. The feedback from those that attended the Zoom sessions were positive 
and full of praise of how the presenters had inspired them to want to do more in their own 
ministries. During our wrap-up Zoom session participants discussed the sustainability of 
the project. It was purposed that plans will be made to continue meeting on Zoom every 
three months to continue networking, sharing ideas and to support each other’s outreach 
ministries. This candidate is honored and a blessed to be a part of something that inspires 
others and fulfills my passion for working in the community. There may have been a 
great deal of trial and error, pain, and sacrifice, but in the process, I have felt God’s 


presence, grace, love, and why He is using me. My response is, “Send me. I will go.” 


Project Calendar/Timeline 


Week One (Session One) October 06, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 
e Opening Prayer 
e Welcome by Doctorate candidate Eshakhia Sobukwe 
e Thank everyone for completing the pre-project survey 
e Introduction of Doctoral project: “Renewing the Church for Its Role in 
Discipleship within the Urban Community” based on Ephesians 4:15-16. 
e Introduce Convener (Dr. Viola Martin): Set session rules 


e Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
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e Introduce guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Judith Tobias 


e 15-minute Q and A session. 
e Wrap up the session 


e Closing prayer 


Week One (Session Two) October 7, 2023, 3-4 p.m. EST 
e Opening Prayer 
e Introduce Convener: Set session rule 
e Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
e Introduction of speaker: Rev. Dr. Cynthia Thompson 
e 15-minute Q and A session. 
e Wrap up the session 


e Closing Prayer 


Week Two (Session Three) October 11, 2023, 7-8 p.m. EST 
e Opening Prayer 
e Introduce Convener: Set session rules 
e Ask if there are any questions from the last week discussion 
e Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
e Introduction of speaker: Evangelist Carr 
e 15-minute Q and A session. 
e Wrap up the session 


e Remind all participants to return pre-surveys. 
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e Closing Prayer 


Week Three (Session Four) October 28, 2023, 3-4 p.m. EST 
e Opening Prayer 
e Introduce Convener: Set session rules 
e Ask if there are any questions from the last week discussion 
e Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other 
e Introduction of Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang 
e 15-minute Q and A session 
e Wrap up sessions 
e Remind all participants to return pre-surveys. 


e Closing Prayer 


Week Four (Session Five) October 30, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 
e Opening Prayer 
e Introduce Convener: Set session rules 
e Ask if there are any questions from the last week discussion 
e Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other 
e Introduction of speaker: Rev. Yvonne Burns 
e 15-minute Q and A session 
e Wrap up the session 
e Inform participants that they will receive a post-project survey to complete. 


e Closing Prayer 


Week Five (Session Six) November 6, 2023, 6-7 p. m. EST 


Opening Prayer 

Introduce Convener: Set session rules 

Ask if there are any questions from the last week discussion 

Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other 

Introduction of speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang 

15-minute Q and A session 

Wrap up the session 

Inform participants that they will receive a post-project survey to complete. 


Closing Prayer 


Week Six (Session Seven) November 11, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 


Opening Prayer 

Introduce Convener: Set session rules 

Ask if there are any questions from the last week discussion 

Ice Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 

Introduction of Speaker: Dr. Viola Martin, Phyllis Jackson, and Pam Smith 
15-minute Q and A session 

Wrap up session 

Post surveys to be done. 


Closing Prayer 
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The sessions became inspiring and profound. Sometimes, it was impossible to 
restrain our excitement about the idea and benefit of community outreach and why we 
were doing it. Every week, the participants receive information designed to address the 


needs of many local, urban, and global communities. 


The ground rules 

In our first session, we set the ground rules. Although the consent form, the 
covenant, and the pre-survey were emailed. We felt it was necessary to: 

1) Talk about the participants' and the speakers’ responsibilities, 

2) Stress the importance of confidentiality by providing an assigned number that 

will protect all participants and, 

3) Acknowledge that all participation is voluntary, without repercussions, if they 

withdraw from the project. 

In addition, we left no questions unanswered. Time was allocated for questions 
from the prior week throughout each session. A few times, there was no one leading the 
discussion. Sometimes, it was best to follow the discussion and let them take the lead, 
gather better information and learn more, build stronger relationships, and help others 
learn. 

The framing of the pre/post questions helped evaluate the participants and their 
interest in the project. These questions will help the candidate learn about the participants, 
communicate more clearly, and build relationships. The Zoom sessions started with 
general questions allowing participants to introduce themselves to the audience. Then the 


quest speaker was introduced. Following the speaker the floor was open to allow a 
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question-and-answer session. Consider what you want to learn from the person so that 
you can choose the most appropriate technique and practice active listening. This helped 
us thoroughly understand their response and delve more deeply if needed. It also 


facilitates an open discussion, which is what the candidate intended. 


APPENDIX A 


RENEWING THE CHURCH FOR ITS ROLE IN DISCIPLESHIP WITHIN 
THE URBAN COMMUNITY FLYER 
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Project Flyer 


Rev. Eshakhia Sobukwe, UTS Doctorate Candidate Cordially Invites You To Attend: 


Renewing The Church For Its Role In Discipleship Within 
The Urban Community Zoom Sessions 


Week One* Session One: Friday October 6, 2023 @ 6:30pm 
Rev. Doctor Judith E. Tobias 
Pastor of St. John’s United Church of Christ Larimer, PA 


Week One* Session Two: Saturday October 7, 2023 @ 3:00pm 
Rev. Doctor Cynthia Thompson 
Pastor of Harris Memorial CME Church Dayton, Ohio 


Week Two* Session Three: Wednesday October 11, 2023 @ 7:00pm 
Evangelists Laurice Carr 
Founder & Director, Sister to Sister Global Outreach Ministries 


Week Three* Session Four: Saturday October 28, 2023 @ 3:00pm 
Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang 
Senior Pastor of Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church in Lansing, Michigan 


Week Four* Session Five: Monday October 30, 2023 @ 6:00pm 
Rev Yvonne E. Burns 
Pastor of Northside Church of God Pittsburgh, Pa 


Week Five Session Six: Monday November 6, 2023 @ 6:00pm 
Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang 
Senior Pastor of Friendship House of Prayer Baptist Church in Lansing, Michigan 


Week Six Session Seven: Monday November 13. 2023 @ 6:00pm 
Dr. Viola Martin, Pam Smith and Phyllis Jackson 
Volunteer Guest Speakers 


https://uso06web.zoom.us/j/8649601 2044? pwd=DbxLvJLjnU2JvogDiloz YBgZNIGUMf£.1 
Zoom Meeting ID: 864 9601 2044 Passcode: 121532 
Convener: Dr. Viola Martin 


Any Questions: Email esobukwel@united.edu 


Share with friends 
Participation is voluntary * All denominations are welcome 
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APPENDIX B 
LETTER OF INVITATION, COVENANT AND 


INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
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LETTER OF INVITATION 


Greetings All, 


I am Reverend Eshakhia Sobukwe, a candidate for the Doctor of Ministry at United Theological 
Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. I invite you to join and attend a Zoom presentation for my dissertation 
project titled, “Renewing the Church for Its Role in Discipleship Within the Urban Community,” 
which will begin on October 6, 2023, promptly at 6:00 p.m. (EST). The seven sessions of teaching 
are based upon Ephesians 4:15-16. 


Attached is a packet composed of the project flyer that includes dates of the Zoom events, times, 
and location; the program itinerary; the ministry covenant; the pre-survey questionnaire, and the 
consent letter. We ask that you RSVP as soon as possible to confirm your attendance. Each session 
will open with an introduction, prayer, and devotion followed by dialogue, discussion, and ending 
in prayer. 


Grace and Peace, 


Rew, Cshakhia Nebukwe 


Rev. Eshakhia Sobukwe 

Doctor of Ministry Candidate 
United Theological Seminary 
RSVP to esobukwe1@united.edu 
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COVENANT 


This covenant allows us to develop a relationship and fellowship with God’s help through our 
individual and mutual commitment. This covenant will assist us as group members in achieving the 
goals of identity, communication, love, and compassion and to guide us in our joint commitment to 
one another as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. We agree to abide by the following covenants: 


1. I agree to accept you. I may not agree with your attitude or action, but I will receive you as God’s 
child and do all I can understand. I need you; we need each other. 


2. I agree to give my time, energy, and insight if you need them. 

3. I will allow each group member to share without interruption. 

4. I agree to be open and honest, listen actively, and hear what you say. 

5. I will reflect on what I hear you say and what you are feeling. I suppose this means risking pain 
for either of us. In that case, I trust our relationship enough to take the risk, realizing it is in 
“speaking the truth in love, we are all able to grow up in all aspects unto Him, who is the head” 
(Ephesians 4:15). I will express this feedback sensitively, in keeping with the circumstances. 


6. I agree that each member should be encouraged to share what they think without judgment, and 


7. I promise never to divulge anything shared within this group in confidence outside this group. I 
will keep any shared information within the group and not gossip. 


8. I will cultivate ways to serve other group members and ways to reach out and serve the 
community around us. 


In accepting this covenant, I sign my name in recognition of my commitment to God and the 
members of this group. I shall keep this document as a reminder of this voluntary covenant I have 
entered into on this date. 


Signature and Date 
(Your signature is for your own commitment; you retain this document.) 
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United Theological Seminary 
INFORMED CONSENT FORM 


Investigator Name: Rev. Eshakhia Sobukwe 
Contact Information: esobukwel@united.edu or 614-431-5113 


Introduction: Iam a doctoral student at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. 


Purpose: I am conducting a study on RENEWING THE CHURCH FOR ITS ROLE IN 
DISCIPLESHIP WITHIN THE URBAN COMMUNITY. 


Requirements for Participation: You are invited because your participation will help 
provide insight into the conflict between the United Christian Church and the adjacent 
Black community. Your involvement will contribute to the study by possibly bringing 
together those on the inside (the church) and the outside (the surrounding community) to 
understand why the problem exists. 


Procedures: 

If you agree to be in the study, you will be asked to: 
Attend as many sessions as possible, 

Participate in group discussions, and 

Bring insight to the existing problem. 


Human Subject participation: 
All the participants must have consented to be in the study, and participants will be 
protected and treated fairly throughout the study. 


Risks: 

Try to avoid any physical, emotional, or mental trauma. 

Create a safe place where there will be no harm, and 

Prevent any risks (physical, social, or psychological) to the participants. 

This forum will discuss reflection, engagement, contemplative teachings, and praxis. 


Benefits: 

To bring clarity to the issue between the church and the surrounding community, 
To create a holistic approach to the problem, 

To provide a new form of communication without bickering, 

To express an insightful opinion, 

To engage in discussion and debate, and To 

collaborate for change. 


Voluntariness: 

Participation is voluntary, and you may skip any questions you do not wish to answer. 
You can also stop participating at any time. You are under no obligation to continue if 
you feel awkward or uneasy. Your decision to participate will not impact your United 


166 


Christian Church affiliation or community relationship. If something makes you 
uncomfortable while participating in the study, don't hesitate to contact me directly in 
person, on the phone, or by electronic communication. My contact information is at 
the top of this consent form. You can refuse to respond to any or all of the questions. 


You can withdraw from the process at any -time. You are not obligated to participate if you 
do not wish to do so. 


Confidentiality: 

We will be careful to keep your information confidential and ask you and all the focus group 
members to keep the discussion confidential. There is always a small risk of unwanted or 
accidental disclosure. The conversations and the focus groups will be recorded and transcribed 
only with your permission. Any notes, recordings, or transcriptions will be kept private. I will 
be the only one with access to your information will be encrypted and password protected. 
You can decide whether you want your name used. 


Summary: 
If you have any questions about this research study, please contact me. 


Signature: 

Signing this paper means that you have read this or had it read to you and want to participate 
in the study. Do not sign the document if you do not want to be in the study. Being in the 
study is up to you, and no one will be angry or upset if you do not sign this paper or even 
change your mind later. You agree that you have been told about this study, why it is being 
done, and what you must do. 


Signature of Person Agreeing to Date Signed 
Participate in the Project Study 
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GUEST SPEAKERS’ BIOS 


AND PROJECT CALENDAR 


OCTOBER 6 -NOVEMBER 13, 2023 


The guest speakers were chosen for their expertise and knowledge in the 


community outreach programs included: 


Session One: Rev. Dr. Judith E. Tobias 
Title: Speaking In Truth and Love 


Rev Dr. Judith Tobias is the pastor of St John United Christ Church in Larimer, 
Pa. Dr. Tobias holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Geneva College, Beaver 
Falls, PA, a Master of Divinity, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and a proud 
graduate of the Doctor of Ministry Program at the United Theological Seminary 
in Dayton, Ohio. Her doctoral project theme was titled, “Harmony to the Church 
as it Relates to Ordaining Women.” 


Session Two: Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Thompson 
Title: Kingdom Building 


Rev Dr. Cynthia Thompson is an Elder and Pastor of Harris Memorial CME 
Church in Dayton, Ohio. Dr. Thompson is a native of Dayton, Ohio, and attended 
Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona Beach, Florida, graduating with a degree 
in Sociology and a minor in Criminal Justice. Rev. Thompson graduated from the 
United Theological Seminary in May 2016 with a Master's in Christian Ministry 
and in May 2021 with a Doctor of Ministry. 


Session Three: Minister Laurice Carr 
Title: We Are Better Together 


Minister Laurice Carr is a member of Greater Works Outreach Church in 
Monroeville, Pa. She works under the leadership of Pastor Gary Miltrik. Minister 
Carr is a dedicated Servant of God who has made herself available to the Lord. 
She is an Ordained Minister of the Gospel and loves studying God’s Word. She 
has served 30 years in Outreach Ministry, where she has been and is currently 
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“Reaching & Teaching for Jesus.” She is the founder and director of Sister-to- 
Sister Global Outreach Ministries, the “May I Pray for You” (Prayer Stations), the 
Church Without Walls Outreach Fellowship, and the Bridge Breast Cancer 
Ministry. Evangelist Carr has also established nine chapters of ministries over 
several states within the United States and three International churches. 
Evangelist Carr has worked professionally as a Senior Administrator at the 
UPMC Hillman Research Cancer Center since 2007. 


Session Four/ Six: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Arnez Lang 
Title: Renewal, Restoration and Revival 


Dr. Jeffery Lang is the senior pastor of Friendship House of Prayer Church in 
Lansing, Michigan. Among his many attributes over the years is that he has 
served as an educator for over 25 years, working for Michigan State University, 
Jackson Community College, Great Lake Christian College, and Lansing 
Community College. He is a graduate of United Theological Seminary with a 
Doctor of Ministry. 


Session Five: Pastor Yvonne Burns 
Title: Discipleship, Evangelism, and Witnessing 


Pastor Yvonne Burns is the pastor of Northside Church of God in Pittsburgh, PA. 
Rev Burns held positions at Community College of Alleghany County as Director 
of Registration and Dean of Student Development until her retirement in 2020. 
Rev Burns proudly proclaims her church’s mission is to educate, equip, and 
empower servant leaders for the kingdom of God. Rev. Burns co-authored the 
book “Standing on the Wings of Eagles: published and released in September 
2021 in honor of her late sister and mother. The book depicts the importance of 
“Leaving a Legacy from Generation to Generation.” 


Session Six: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Arnez Lang 
Title: Renewing the Church PowerPoint Presentation 


Dr. Lang is the senior pastor of the Friendship House of Prayer Church in Lansing, 
Michigan. Among his many attributes over the years is that he has served as an 
educator for over 25 years, working for Michigan State University, Jackson 
Community College, Great Lake Christian College, and Lansing Community 
College. He is a graduate of United Theological Seminary with a Doctor of 
Ministry. 
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Session Seven: Dr. Viola Martin, Phyllis Jackson, Pam Smith. 
Title: Benefits of Outreach 


Dr. Martin has been a nurse for 33 years. She works at Shady Side Hospital 
UPMC and is also a traveling nurse. Currently, she acts as a board member of the 
Northside Church of God under the leadership of Pastor Yvonne Burns in 
Pittsburgh, PA. She graduated from the Hardy Bible School in 2015 and has a 
doctorate in Nursing Education from Capella University in 2020. Viola serves on 
many committees and works with outreach ministries throughout the city of 
Pittsburgh and Kenya. She believes the key to a successful outreach ministry is 
through education and networking. 


Sister Pam Smith attends the Northside Church of God. She says, “While I was in 
church, God was tugging at me that we need to be outside spreading the word, the 
gospel.” She has been in the outreach program with Minister Laurice for over 13 
years. She continues to serve the Bridge Breast Cancer Ministry, Sister to Sister 
Ministry, and the Backdoor Ministry, where they take food and snacks to the 
nursing homes. There are so many that branched off from Minister Laurice one 
ministry. 


Sister Phyllis Jackson has been a member of the Northside Church of God since 
the 1960s. She was a Sunday school teacher involved in the Women’s Ministry 
and, before COVID, the president of the Women’s Discipleship Group. God 
brought her to a place of love for the people and, with that love, to make their 
lives much better if it is only for a short time. In other words, she meets people 
where they are and accepts them for who they are. 


WEEKLY SESSIONS 


Week One (Session One) October 06, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 


6:00-6:05 p.m. Opening Prayer 
6:05-6:15 Doctorate candidate Eshakhia Sobukwe introduction of Doctoral 
project: “Renewing the Church for its Role in Discipleship within the Urban 


Community” based on Ephesians 4:15-16. 


6:15-6:20 Convener (Dr. Viola Martin): Set session rules. 
6:20-6:35 Introduce guest speaker: Rev. Dr. Judith Tobias 


15-minute Q and A session. 
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e 6:50-6:55 Wrap up the session. 


e 6:55-7:00 Closing prayer 


Week One (Session Two) October 7, 2023, 3-4pm EST 
e 3-3:05 Opening Prayer 
e 3:05-3:10 Convener: Set session rule. 
e 3:10-3:20 Ice-Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
e 3:20-3:45 Introduction of speaker: Rev. Dr. Cynthia Thompson 
e 10-minute Q and A session. 


e 3:55-4:00 Closing Prayer 


Week Two (Session Three) October 11, 2023, 7-8 p.m. EST 
e 7-7:05 Opening Prayer 
e 7:05-7:10 Convener: Set session rules. 
e 7:10-7:15 Ask, if there are any questions from last week’s discussion. 
e 7:15-7:20 Ice-Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
e 7:20-7:50 Introduction of speaker: Evangelist Carr 
e 15-minute Q and A session. 
e 8:05-8:15 Wrap up the session and remind all participants to return pre-surveys. 


e 8:15-8:20 Closing Prayer 


Week Three (Session Four) Oct. 28, 2023, 3-4pm EST 


e 3-3:05 Opening Prayer 
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3:05-3:10 Convener: Set session rules. 

3:10-3:20 Ask if there are any questions from last week’s discussion. 
3:20-3:25 Ice-Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
3:25-3:40 Introduction of Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang 

15-minute Q and A session 

3:55-4:05 Wrap up sessions and remind all participants to return pre-surveys. 


4:05-4:10 Closing Prayer 


Week Four (Session Five) Oct 30, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 


6:00-6:05 Opening Prayer 

6:05-6:10 Convener: Set session rules. 

6:10-6:15 Ask, if there are any questions from last week's discussion. 
6:15-6:25 Ice Breaker: Introduction of new participants. 

6:25-6:40 Introduction of speaker: Rev. Yvonne Burns 

15-minute Q and A session 

6:55-7:00 Wrap up the session 

7:00-7:10 Inform participants that they will receive a post-project survey to 
complete. 


7:10-7:15 Closing Prayer 


Week Five (Session Six) Nov. 6, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 


6:00-6:05 Opening Prayer 


6:05-6:10 Convener: Set session rules. 
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6:10-6:15 Ask, if there are any questions from last week's discussion. 
6:15-6:25 Ice-Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
6:25-7:05 Introduction of speaker: Rev. Dr. Jeffery Lang-Bible Study 
15-minute Q and A session 

7:20-7:25 Wrap up the session 

7:25-7:35 Inform participants that they will receive a post-project survey to 
complete. 


7:35-7:40 Closing Prayer 


Week Six (Session Seven) Nov. 11, 2023, 6-7 p.m. EST 


6:00-6:05 Opening Prayer 

6:05-6:10 Convener: Set session rules 

6:10-6:15 Ask if there are any questions from the last week's discussion 
6:15-6:20 Ice -Breaker: Everyone introduces themselves to each other. 
6:20-6:55 Introduction of Speaker: Dr. Viola Martin, Phyllis Jackson, and Pam 
Smith 

15-minute Q and A session 

7:10-7:20 Wrap-up session. Reminder to turn in post surveys. 

7:20-7:30 Closing Prayer 


Although our time was limited, we covered all the material for every session. We 


intended to open with a bang, using a strong speaker who supported the candidate 


project—someone who can share their work experience and bring awareness to the 


importance of the community outreach ministry. Guest speakers were fundamental to 
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allowing the participants to connect with professionals and create a meaningful learning 
relationship. Our guest speakers are examples that offered an opportunity for those 
participating to practice their skills and critical thinking. 

We found that carefully selecting the time to host a speaker is critical. Based on 
the project goals, incorporating guest speakers at the project's beginning, middle, or end 
provides a different benefit. The guest speaker during the introduction allowed the 
participants to jump into the content and skills. For example, Rev. Dr. Judith Tobias 
introduced how we may want our churches to adopt a better plan to live out the Great 
Commission. Paul reminds us of our human frailty. The world we live in is messy. There 


are many fractured and broken systems. 


Roles Assigned During the Session 
Surprisingly, the host was the moderator, who kept the discussion moving, filled 
any dead space, and video-recorded our sessions for future reference. Dr. Viola Martin 
acted as the note-taker. She was in charge of typed notes that we can refer to when 


reflecting on or working on a project. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS’ PRESENTATION OUTLINE(S) 


A Doctor of Ministry Project presentation for Eshakhia Sobukwe, DMin Candidate for 
The United Theological Seminary, Dayton, Ohio copyright © 


Dr. Jeffery A. Lang, DMIN, DMIN, Seminar Presenter and Facilitator 
CURRICULUM OUTLINE 


This presentation HAS THREE GOALS they are: 
e Provide the local church with a model of prophetic ministry outreach. 
e Provide an Old Testament Model of practical theology and community 
development. 
e Provide a biblical model of community empowerment through prophetic 
ministry. 


Primary scripture 

“Then I said to them, ‘you see the trouble that we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 
will no longer be in disgrace.” I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on 
me and what the king had said to me. They replied, “Let us start building.” So, they 
began this good work (Nehemiah 2:17-18).” 


> Scriptural support of renewal, restoration, and revival 
Both the books of Ezra and Nehemiah show the difficulty and challenges spiritual 
renewal, restoration, and revival of God’s people. 
Nehemiah provides the 7C’s of spiritual and community restoration: 


e COMPASSION: Nehemiah 1:2 —4 Nehemiah cared enough to inquire about his 
community, and he loved it so much, that he grieved their situation and took it to 
God in prayer. 

e CONVICTION: In Nehemiah 1:5 — 11, he had a sense of conviction that drove 
him to prayer. He cried out to God in both grief and repentance (Nehemiah 5-10) 

e COURAGE: Nehemiah 2:1 — 10 Nehemiah took a risk... The king noticed 
Nehemiah’s sad appearance. It surprised him to be singled out for attention 
and frightened Nehemiah because showing sorrow before the king was 
dangerous. In fact, anyone wearing sackcloth morning clothes was barred from 
the palace (Esther 4:2). 

e COMMITMENT: Nehemiah 2:11 — 20 He commitment by leaving the comforts 
of the palace (2:11-12) 

e COLLABORATION: Nehemiah 3:1 — 32 They work together collaboratively 
on the wall. 
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e CRITICISM: Nehemiah 4:1 — 23; 6:1 — 19 When Sandballat the Hornite and 
Tobiah the Ammonite official heard about this, they were disturbed that someone 
had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.” Nehemiah 2:10 

e CONSECRATION: Nehemiah 8:1 — 18; 9:1 — 38 Returning to Worship — this 
was the ultimate goal, which should be our goal in the New Testament Church 
today! “Ezra praises the Lord, the great God; And all the people lifted their 
hands and responded. Amen! Amen!” Then they bow down and worship the 
Lord with their faces to the ground.” (Nehemiah 8:6) 


The Book of Nehemiah shows the fulfillment of Zechariah and Daniel’s 
prophecies concerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls. Nehemiah is the last of the 
Old Testament historical books. It records the history of the third return to Jerusalem 
after captivity, telling how the walls were rebuilt, and the people were renewed and 
stored in their faith. 


Minister Carr and Rev. Dr. Lang take a unique approach to the foundation of this 
project. It is using other passages as examples to contextualize the content and context. In 
addition, each speaker demonstrates how we must be willing to serve. Dr. Lang speaks of 
Nehemiah and the 7Cs of spiritual and community restoration: Compassion, conviction, 
courage, commitment, collaboration, criticism, and consecration. At the same time, 
Minister Carr speaks of the five-fold ministry (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers in Ephesians 4:11-12 and why God gave us these gifts. They created more 
than a “how to” manual by: 

e Providing theoretical frameworks that explain our role in and out of the church. 
Lists clear objectives. PROJECT PRESENTATION OUTLINES 


Evangelist Laurice A. Carr, Sister to Sister Global Outreach Ministries 
“We Are Better Together” 


Ephesians 4:11-12, and he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; ! For the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 


For God so loved the world that he gave... 


* Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers; known as the 5-fold 
ministry. 


¢ Why did He give these gifts? 
o For the perfecting of the saints 
o For the work of the ministry 


o For the edifying of the body of Christ: 
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* Comfort Zone 


12) 


Everyone wants to stay on the pew. 
Stay in the church building or, 


Stay in their lanes where they are NOT 
growing. 


The chosen vs the frozen 


¢ Unity and Maturity in the Body of Christ 


Psalms 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 


unity! 


Servanthood: takes time. 

Selfless Servant: can serve anywhere 
and with anyone. 

Willingness to serve: a doer “The Do 
Team.” 


Available to serve: Isaiah 6:8, Lord I 


am available to you! 


Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And 
who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 


Praying Together + Working Together + Standing Together = Better 


i dt 
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Name: 
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POST/PRE QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY 


Anonymous 


1. Gender 


2. Age 


Male 
Female 


Under 20 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
70+ 


3. Are you a: 
Check which best applies to your position. 


O 
O 
O 


O 


church member (actively join the church) 

How long have you been a church member? 

church staff (actively serve on administrative board, office worker, or hold church 
position) 

community member (currently serves/works in community outreach) 

community member (Do not serve/work in community outreach but live in the 
community) 

Other, explain. 


4. If you are a church member, how Active of a Member Are You? 
Check which best applies to your position 


1. Iam inactive (do not participate in church service activities) 

2. Iam somewhat active (I have attended | or 2 church activities in the last year) 

3. Moderately active (I have attended 3 or 4 church activities in the last year) 

4. Iam quite active (I have attended 5 or 6 church activities in the last year & help 

when able) 

5. Iam very active (I often am in charge of church activities or part of a committee) 
5. Do Your Church and the community around it has a harmonious relationship? 

o Yes 

o No 


If not, why not? 
6. Rate the relationship between the Your Church and the surrounding community. 


1. 


Excellent 
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2. Good 

3. Average 

4. Poor 

5. Unacceptable 


7. What problems are most important in the church and community relationships? 
8. What would be the most useful solutions to these problems? 


9. Does Your Church Have a Community Outreach Program? 
o Yes 
o No 


10. How important to you is it to participate in a community outreach program? 
o 1. Not interested in participating. 

2. A little important 

3. Moderately important 

4. Very important 


OQ: *O:*O 


11. What might convince you to participate in a Church outreach program? 
o Amore welcoming/inclusive atmosphere 

A clearly defined church mission 

Support of different outreach programs 

To be part of a faith community 

Not interested 


oO°0 0 


12. Would you like to share any positive or negative experiences you may have had with 
a community outreach program or a church program? 


13. Did you find the information in the Zoom sessions educational and helpful? 
o Yes 
o No 


14. Will you be participating in a community outreach program as a result of what you 
have learned? 

o Yes 

o No 


15. What changes or improvements do you feel need to occur to sustain community 
Outreach Programs for the future? 


Thank you in advance for your time. 
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PROJECT SURVEY FEEDBACK 


Name: Anonymous 


We were happy you participated in the project titled, “Renewing the Church for its Role 
in Discipleship within the Urban Community.” Now that the project is complete, we 
would love your feedback. Please answer this brief survey about your experience. 


For the following questions, please place (X) in the box that applies: 


1. How would you rate your experience with our project team? 
co Very Satisfied 

Satisfied 

Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 

Very Dissatisfied 


0000 


2. Were all your concerns addressed? 

o Yes 

o No 

o Not Sure 

o Other 

3. How satisfied are you with the result? 
o Very Satisfied 

Satisfied 

Neither Satisfied nor Dissatisfied 

Dissatisfied 

Very Dissatisfied 


Oo O00 0 


4. How likely are you to return for any future projects? 
o Highly likely 

Likely 

Not sure 

Unlikely 

Highly Unlikely 


O00 0 


Please provide additional feedback by answering the following questions: 


1. What went well? What could be done again? 
Answer: 


2. What did not go well? What would we do differently to improve your experience 
regarding future projects? 
Answer: 
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3. Any additional thoughts or concerns? 
Answer: 


Thank you for taking the time to answer these questions. 
Sincerely, 


Rev. Eshakhia Sobukwe 
Candidate of the Doctorate Program at United Theological Seminary 
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